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EDITORIAL NOTES.

With the year which closes to-day another link in the century’s chain is
broken, leaving fourtcen morc yetto be enjoyed before the century itself
gives place to another.  Many of our readers, we hope, may live 1o sce the
advent of the 20th century, but for the present we shall cantent oursclves
with wishing one and all of them a bright, happy and prosperous New Year.

‘The German Reichstag has so far failed to respond to the Chancellot's
demands for an increase m the army and navy estiates.  Prince Bismarck
13 not one to brook defeat, and he probably cousidered it the bes: policy to
allow the members to return home for their Christmas holidays before deci-
ding to cut down the vote for these two scrvices, in the hope that when they
return they will be in a hetter humor to deal with the proposed increasc.

At a rule, most persons prefer paintings which depict some stirring or
wcll&n.own.sce.nc The * Battle of Waterloo,” or thie “ Retura of Napolcon
from his exil in Elba,” would attract and rivet the attention of those who
do not claim to be judges of the painting art ; but it takes an artistic eye as

well a3 an educated taste to appreciate some of the more beautiful repre-
sentations of st} life. -

Mz, Stevens, the bicyclist, who is attempting to vide round the world,
lias written to a contemporary from Teheran giving an amusing account of
the effect produced upon the native mind by the arc lights which the Shah
has recently had placed in the square of the palace. It is the lighting up
that astonishes them most of all. The general conclusion is that nothing

but the direct instrumentality of Sheitan could produce an instantaneous
illumination of such dazzling brightness. :

How many of our Nova Scotian snaw-shoe clubs are 1o be represented
at the great gathering of Canadian snow-shoere to take place in New York
next week, under the auspices of the Oritani and Canadian Clubs? Mr.
George M. Fairchild, Preident of the Oritani Club, and Mr. Erastus Wiman,
President of the Cansdian Club, are making preparations to give their
fellow.citizens from Canada a cordial reception. Four hundred. blanket
robed snow-shoers from Montreal, and at least two hundred from Quebec,
bave made arrangements to attend, and Bengough, the celebrated carica-
turtst, has been engaged to lecture in Sieinway Hall during the week.  The

21‘:'!{ m«i as one of the coming social events of the winter in New

-

- | man.

‘There is a crisis in the French War Department. 1t is discovered that
the Goo governinent cats, detailed to catch mice in the army clothing store-
liouscs, have been overfed amnd have quit work. A reduction in their rations
is ordered.

i Inlooking over the names of Halifax meichants and professional men

we cannot fail 1o note that the majority of our leading citizens 10-day were
born and brought up in the country.  Unquestionably the city-bred boy has
greater advamages, educational and otherwise. than the country lad ; butyas
a rule, cverything is cut and dried for him, and hence he never developes
that individuality in character which inarks the hoy who has been reared in
the country.

Sir ‘I Spencer Wells, i his addiess betore the sanitiry congress recently
held in New York, gave expression 1o some wholesome truths with respect
to the capabilitics and-endurance of women. He poinied out that for every
instance of diseasc in mind or body caused hy overwork, many examples

! | could be shown ol young women breaking down from want of mental occu-

pation, deficiont exercise or too lasurious living. Woman's sphere is
unquestionably the home, but her usefulness need not be limited within the

- | four walls of a dweiling house.

An efiort is now being made to form a great colonization company of
those persons tho own land within a radius of fifty miles of the city of
Winnipeg. Duting the boow this land was cagerly bought up by apecula-
tors, homesteads being held for sale at exorbitant figures. Owing to this,
the tide of emigration passed westward 1o the availabls lands of the C.P.R,,
and Winuipeg was lefito bea city in a comparatively unsettled country,
‘The new company, it is loped, will, by the inducements offered to immi-
grants, soon bring under cultivation the millions of acres of fertile land,
the virgin sod of which has never yet becn turned.

‘The disgraceful suit for divorce which f.ord Colin Camnpbeli has brought
against his wife has at length been brought to a close, after an eighteen days’
tnal. ‘The jury have declared Lady Culin Camphell innocent of the
charges brought against her by her profligate and licentious huaband, and
no divorce is to be granted. Lord Colin Campbell who has, throughout
the whole affair, acted as though his wife bad been a vagrant, will have to
pay the costs of the suit, which amount to R153.000, and these will bave to
be extracted from his father, the Duke of Argyill, who is far from a wealthy

‘T'he Lriush occupation of Egypt has been a somewhat profitless enter-
prise from a national standpoint, but to the Egyptians it has been an unmixed
blessing. Frince, who deserted Pritain a1 a most critical time, is now
demanding with Purkey that a limit be placed upen the British occupation ;
but, as Lord Salisbury and Gladstone have Loth said, “ the limit i« one, not
of time, but of the work 10 Le performed.”” Lgypt 1s now quict. Her
financial affairs are in a satisfactory condiuun and her enemies within and
without are sienced, but the evacuaiion of the conntsy by the DBritish,
although within measurable distance, cannot vet be undertaken.

The citizens of the United States have wiped out tiv: dark blot of slavery,
but the stain of Mormonism has hut yet been Lhiiterated.  Wales is the great
mission ficld of the Morinon emissaries, and annually hnndreds of Welsh
girls find their way to Utah to become the wives of thee lirothers-in-law,
and yet the U. S, government has, so far, faled to grapple with the evil
successfully. Perhaps the reason for this may be found in the looseness of
the marriage laws in many States of the Union ; tor, after all, it is a distine-
tion without a dificrence whether a2 man have scveral wives at the one time,
or by casy divorces have a number successively.

Somc onc has s ted that instead of giving cach child a name at
birth he or she shonld be assigned a number, thus obviating the confusion
which results {rom sevcral persons in one place bearing the same name.
We have seen this idea claborated in a lengthy article, but confess that the
writer only confirmed out belief in the wisdom of family names being con-
tinued. They are in themselves scraps ¢f history and revelations of human
interest, compared with which mathematical exactness would be prosaic.,
To address your letter to Mrs. 9,832,701 might be more convenient than to
give the full address of a certain Mrs. Jones or Mrs Smith, but no one save
a crank would ever think of giving the 'idea a practical test. We have
standard time on trial just now, and that is enough for the ordinary mind to
grapple with.

—— -
AFFAIRS IN BURMATL

‘The comparative case with which the Rritish overthrew King Theehaw
has given rise to the belief that Upper Burmah will be readily brought
under the influences of a civilized Government.  But, unfortunately, the
military and civil authoritics have rot to deal with the people &3 & whole,
but rather as a mass of unrelated units. Eich village acknowledges its
tribal head, but the people of one village have nothing in common, so far as
goverament is concerned, with thawe of the surrounding villages. It will,




