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lision with tho foreign vessels in Cublan
witers,

‘Theso aro maltors that can bo thoroughly
uppreciated enly by professional men ; and
although thero is not an officer in our Navy
who would lesitate to command such veas
sclans wo have, in time of war, yet naval
men feal that they will bo compelied to
sacrifice lifo nud reputation If ever they go
mto nction with monitors ontside a havbor,

‘Lo tho youngor olilcors, who hivo not ux
perienced tho inconveniences of war, and
loolk upon it morely as a pleasant apisode,
it nuatters littlo in what sort of vessel they
g0 to sea. ‘Lhey accopt auy siliation, and
delude thomselves with tho hope that, vo
watter what tho odds agajnat them, victory
will porch upon the bannerof the U,S, Navy.
But thero will hoa rudo awakening to the
netual condition of affairs if we do not loliow
the example of foreign nations aud place
our Navy in « proper stato for service.

Thero is not a navy in tho wotld that is
not ia advauco of us as regards ships and
guns, and I, in common with the older ofti-
cers of the service ; feel an anxiety on tho
subject which can ouly bo appreciated by
those who have to command fleets an.l tiko
them into battle.

If called upon at this tiwe to command
thie uaval forces of the United States, incaso
of hoatilites, n position which it is my ambi.
tion and by right to 11, 1 should Lo putto
my wit's end to succeed with such an tncon
gruous sot of vessels 58 wo now possess, Lr
dence would probably recommend that they
bo shut up in port and no ileet operntions
attempted with them—sending the woodeu
vessels nbroad singly to do alt the damage
possible until captured by tho enewy ; our
50 gun frigntes porhinps succumbing to a2
gon clipper armed with [0 nch tfles, und
our smaller cruisers driven ojt by merch
xl\)ut‘\'cssels éarrying viflo guns ol lesser cali-

16,

‘I'bis is no oxaggeration. It issimply what
will ocour when we go to war, and it would
bo much better to hitve no navy it all tnan
one liko tho present, half armed aud with
only half speed, unless we iuform the world
that our establishment is oyly intended for
times of peace, and to protect tho wission
aries ngninst South Sea savages utid eastern
fanatics. ) .

So different was the speed of the various
vessels in tho West Indies, during oxercises
in flect formations, that counswlerable ditti-
culty was encountered iu getting them m
anything like order; and, as far as gaimug
experiduce in fleet smling was concerncd,
tho objoct could have been better attain-
ed by empldying the same numbér of steaw-
launches, .

{do not mican {0 say hat the ofiicors de
rived 1o booefit from tho fleet exercises,
since they soon beeame awarg of the mefli-
cieney of their vessels for war purposes,and
tho tivst step toward improvementis fora
nation 1o understzad jts weakness.

U1 all the wooden vessels bmilt during the
rebellion, but three avatlnble ones are left,
constructed of unseagoned timbver, the best
that could Lo procured a¢ the time. All
tho others are decayed and kad up, encuw-
bering our yards,or tirokeun (0 pieces,or sold
out of service.

Of tho forty eight so called iyon clads now,
on the Navy Register, thirly onoe can never
be of the least use in peace or war, unless
sunk as obstructions to channels.

Qui of the ninety nine woodaen vessels on
tho list, only thurty nino come properly
uader tho head of » vessels of war’ that 1s,

_vessels propelled by steam and sails, aud
carrying cfficleut guns ; und of alf these not

ona could contend with a foreign ship of
equal size. 8o, in fact, wo have ouly thirly
ning woodon sbips of war and six monitors,
out ono of which, thn Dietator, has good
speed, and sho is sadty out ol rehair.

fh ro woero Lwo classes of vessols com-
menved betweon 1862 nud 1865, the Con-
necticut and the Congress class, which, had
they hoen built of seasonad timber would
hinvo proved thomselves eflicient with pro-
per batteries. Theso ships havo been sover-
Iy criticised, but nevértheless havo proved
rgood voisels, and had they a httie more
-beam would ho remarkably flno onee. They
wore constructed at a timo when wo wero
threatened with foreign interferance m our
domestic nfthirs, and nuswered the purposo
of proventing it. ‘I'ngy wero alterward im-
proved Ly adding another deck, which
enabled them to berth their crews comlort~
ably, .

This type of vessel is nw being built by
the Rritish, with moro beara aund greater
steam power.

But with three oxcoptions, all our vessels
of this class havo passed away, those on the
stocls being too much deceyed ever to bo
launched.

1t will bo readily imagined whata terrible
scourge vessels lilce those just mentioned
would bo to an enemy’s commerce in timo
of wrar, and it is likely thit similar vessels
with improved machinery and additional
beam will again bo introduced into the Navy,
for 1t is certain they were the only onesin
the gervice that proved themselves fast and
good sex boats at the same time.

For all that, such ships are only fit to
cruise against an enemy’s commerce ; as for
want of resisting power they counld never
form a part of o lino of hattlo in a feet
fizht.

U)no or tiwo of these vessels took partin
tho exorcises at Key West, but { do not seco
that thoy were botter adapted for that kind
of business than tho rest. :

You havo no doubta general knowledge
of the condition ofall the ships in the Navy,
but it is not to bo expected, in the multi
plicity of your duties,” that you could be as
familiae with tha subject as s professional
man 3 T will thereforg recapitalato what ap
pears to me to bo the state of the several
vessels at the present time, Porhapsa
clear statement of their condition may in-
duce Congress to do something towards ro
novating the naval service.

Qur lurgest vessels, the Colorado, Frauk-
lin, Wabash, apd Minnesota, each me snting
about JU gunsand costing in thoagp.esite
nearly four millions of dollaye, were built
nineleen years ago.  With tho oxception of
the Franilin, they have only auxifiary en-
gines, and their avorngoe speed does not ex
ceed seyen kuots, the Franklin alone mak.
ing nino knots,

They have been frequently repaired and
will not stand much more pulling to picces.
It would bo choaper 10 take their machinery
out andgnso them for roceiving ships, build.
in]g o stinller class of vessels Lo supply thew
place.

Itis not necessary for a commiinder in
chief of a squadron to hayoe one of theso
largo vessols fog o flag ship, Mo could par.
form his duties better in a smaller vessel
vith mwuch less expense to the Govorn-
ment.

For instanco, aship of tha Tennessec class
can bo maintained at ono third leas expense
than the Frankiin, and with the addition of
un improved battery, would bo a much more
forraiduble vessel.

The Commecticut, Antielam, California,

Delaware, Java, New York, Iowa, Niagam,

}I’cnnsylvnniu, anl Susquobanna have all

gono to deeay, only the Lennessoo and For.
ida being 1 a condinon for sorvice, OF thoe
Lancaster clugs, tho [ancaster, now on the
conat of Brazit, is 50 much out of repair that
it would bo unsafe to send her honie,excapt
in sumier.  She conld hardly weather
winter galo.  ‘This ship i3 a slow gailer, and
can only bo repaired at groat exponse, Ifor
last ro pairs were mado with unsessones! b
bol‘;’ which has shrunk away from the live
oK.

Tho Brooklyn, Pensacola, Hartford, and
Richimond aro slow, old fushioned ships,and
should bo rebuilt on new models and pro-
vided with improved machinery and guus,
u poriion of thoe Iatter rifles,

The Severn is worn out, and the Congress
and Worcestor after their present cruises is
up caunot Lo repiired to advantage, Lut
must bo entirely renewed. ‘tho Powhatan
is a good sile wheol vessel with fair spoed,
and, though nota perfzctly eflicient cruiser,
is still o usoful ship of war. The Sarananc s
anold sido wheol vessel, rather slow,.aud
would stand no chance in battle with a ship
of tho modern type of half Ler sizo,

‘Tho Alaska, Benicia, Omaha, and Ply-
tnouth «ro fine vessels of their class and ap.
proach porfectidn nearer than any other of
our vessels, yel thev caunot work theic bat
tories with cffeet, either because they have
not suflicient beam for tho guns,or the guns
are to long lor the benm,

Tho Lackawanna, Ticonderoga, Cananda.
igun, Mononnghelr and shenundoah mye a
handy claes of vessel, bt are without specd.
Thoy have been much improved by altera
tions during the Iast four years, but no one
would now think of building ships on their
modeld. .

‘I'he Juniata, Osepee, Iroquois, Kearsarge,
Wachusett, Mobican, Tuscarora, and Wyam.
ng aro all fuir vessels, but need improved
machinery and guns. Of the Nantuclet,
Narragansett, Ashuelot, and Monoecacy, the
twvo former ara worn cut, and the txo latter
aro only_fit for surveying duly in Chineso
watars,

fho Swatara has proved herself a goodl
vessel, and has considerable speed. When
the Quinncbaug, Galena, Vandalie, Mariou,
and the cight new vessels ave finished, it is
to be hoped they will do as well,

The Kansas class of vessels—six in num-
ber—should be rebuilt on new principles,
with improved batteries and machinery.

The Frolie, Gettysburg, Tallapooss, Wasp,
Palos, and Despatch, are nothbing Lul dése
patehr vessels; the last named would, in
timeo of war, bo the only eflicient one.

Tho soventeen sailing vessels are, with
one exception, laid up in ordmnary, wheroe
they will probably romain until wanted for
storo and receiving ships, and tho four store
ships nro wostly. worn out.

As you aro well aware, of ouriron.clad
monitors, the Ajix, Canounicus, Dictator,
Mahopae, Manhaltan, and Saugus are in
good condition as far rs they can be mude
available, and aro laid up temporarily in
Pensacola; and tio Catskill, Jasod, Lehigh,
Montaulk, Nahont, Nantucket, Passnic, aud
\Vyandotto are undergoing repairs Lo placo
them in the samo condition, which will oc-
cupy about ten months,

These vessols might have beon maio
stronger and moce imporvious Lo heavy 1.(l-
ed shot, by putting an additional 5 inches
of golid plating on their turrets and hulls,
Lut in that casoit would have been impos-
plble to sond thom outside a harbor, aud
tho expeunse would have been so great that
it would hsyo been bettor to construct new
vessels,



