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from those localities 1 their immeatato
occuption. Asa consequenco the adherents
of Congress wore romarkably well informed
and the private annals of this contest abound
with acts of the most disgraceful troachery
on the part of people anxious to assert their
own respectability, consequently when it be-
¢1mo necessary to annoy the British troops
at Now York incendiary fires were at onco
highted ; on the 21st September, during an
equinoctional gale, about 1,100 houses wero
burned, and the whole city would Lave been
destroyed if the troups had not exerted
thomselves.

Ample time hayving been afforded the
United States troops to recover from their
panic Gen, Howe thought 1t time to compel
them to evacuate the whole island. An.
other of those stupid blunders which Howe’s
admirers called strategy. In .fact the pro.
per plan to follow with his splendid army
and numerous fleet was to throw tho former
on tho communications of the United States
troops beyond King's Bridgeand occupy the
Hudson, Harlom Creek and the East River
with the latter, thus shutting Washington
and his troops in the island, where they
would: have to surrender at discretion, and
sopnrating the Eastern Trovinces fre . the
Middle and Southern. ‘“Whatever Washing-
ton's maerits may be he was no General,
and Howo was merely o soldier.

In order to prepare for this great operation
the first thing to be done was to fortify
MacGowan’s hill at Bloomingdale to cover
New York, and on the completion of the
necessary works the whole of the British
army, with tbe exception of four brige Yes,
embarked on the 12th of October, and ymss-
ing through Holl Gate to the Sound landed
at Frogs Neck, an 1sland in the Sound not
far from Westchester. As the partisans of
the United States -had broken drown the
pridge the landing at this pownt was another
of those ermis pecular to Gen. Towe, and
the timohe cmployed before it was reme.
died in thinking over it was characteristic of
thoman, -it was not until tbe 18th October
—six days after the error was committed—
that the troops werere-embarked and taken
further away to the Eastward and landed at
Files Point, placing Hutchison's riverand the
Brunx between themselves and the United
States iroops. At the same timo they
might have beenlanded at Morrisisland, from
which a road led parrallel to the Hudson
between it and the Brunx. This Iatter river
was parallel to and East of the Hudson from
which it is distant sbout three or four miles.
1t rises on the hills asbout the White Plains
and has a course-of about 30 miles.

When the British landed at Frogs Neck
Washungton harrangued hus officers and told
them-the fate of tho Umted States must be
decided on the ground which they then oc-
cupied ; that they should rotreat no further,
But fortunately for them they had Gen.
Howe's tardiness and stupidaty in their favor
and the adyico of the only General in eithor

army-~Lee,~—he told Washington that if he
remained in his present position Howe
would compel him tosurrender Ly starvation,
without hazarding a battle Washington was
ablo to appreciate this advice, and an imme-
diate retreat was resolved on. This was
effected without loss or pursuit, and & posi-
tion on tho heights &t and about the villago
of White Plains takon up and ontrenched.

The communicativn between New York
and Boston and Connecticut was then by
the Kung's Bridge over Springton Dengrole
Croek, as the arm of the Hudson known as
Harlom River, further down, was called.
Phillips’, or Dykoman's, Bridge, about half
s mile further down stream, the road passed
Miles' Squaro, East Chester, New Rochelle,
Mamaroneck and across Byam's Creck near
its mouth, This was known as the I swer
Road to Conncoticut and Boston. From
Phillips' and Xing's Bridge & road ran paral-
lel to the Hudson by Wepperham, Phillips.
burgh, Dobbs' Ferry. Ferrytown to Croton
Bridge, from thence it struck casterly
through White Plains and Bedford, and was
known as the Upper Connecticut road.

It will thus be seen that both roads were
parallel, the lower on the coast and the
upper about 25 miles inland. Thay were
connected by two main roads, one running
dircet from New Rochello to Croton Bridge,
the other from Mamaroneck to White
Plains. The distance from Phillips Bridge
to Byam's River was about 16 miles, from
Croton to Bedford about 9 mile: while from
New Rochelle to Croton Bridge the distance
was 20 miles, and from Mamaronsck to
White Plains 16 miles.

The space included betweon the Hudson
and Byam's creek was an irregular parallslo-
gram bounded on the South by the shores
of ths Sound and on the Northby the Croton
River; its area might be 200 square miles,
and on it the guestion of Britains supremacy
in America was to be tested by the in-
fant power that the blundermng of her
statesmen and the imbecility of her gene-
rals had called int» existence.

The disembarkation at Piles point being
effected the British moved on East Chester
but were attacked by a corps of the enemy
at an advantageous pass on the road who
were obliged toretire with considerablo loss
after o sharp action.

By tlus description 1t will be seen that the
Brunx was between tho contending armies,
tho United States troops between it and the
Hudson in & dangerous porition, as the river
was crossed oy the road from New Rochelle
to the Croton wathin 4 miles of tho bridge
and by a cross road 9 miles from New
Rochelle to Philipsburg, giving to the Eng-
lish troops achauce of attacking and turning
the left flank and piercing the centre, but
rapidity of action or design was not anat-
tribute of the general officers of the British
army at thet period.

On tho Z1st October the main body of the
Royal army moved on Now Rochelle, thus

oceupying the line of coramunication wiy,
and by tho coast by which the Unitod State,
troops rocowved their supplies of provision
and forage, thoy had oxtended themselre
in along line bohind the Brunx unable 4
any point to mako offective resistence by
wero pormittod occupy the fortified cam
at Whito Plains on 26th October withoy
molestation.

This position was on the loft or ¢a.lu.
bank of tho Brunx on the southern slcpe Jf
thoso hills, amongst which that river k!~
source. The lines occupied the brew fy
long ridge of hills in front of the upper rw!
to Connecticut which it was intended g
cover; thoy were hastily constructed asf
by 1% means farmideble, in fact being 1wt
‘ng moro than a ditch and mound without
raising abbatis or any covering, and neces
sarily insignificant from the rocky naturs o
the soil.

4 bend of the Brunx protected their right
flank, and & turning in its course envelopa
the rear of the right wing. Further on the
point of the hill was nearly perpendiculy
and rocky. The contre was the weakes
point of the position. The ground slopet
gradually up from the road leading fim
Mamaroneck, and no obstacles could Le e
countered from the lines which were builiat
so0ds and stones or heaps of cornsialks. Tl
left of the position was much stronger beirz
on the crest of a rocky hill, covered in fvss
by Byam’s Pond, a small lake rufficient to
prevent an attack in force. But the strong
est pary of this position was the oceupate
of a hill to the west of the Brunx by abou
4,000 men. This was within long camn
shot of the right of the position with the
Brunx between, so that it was impossible &
reinforce or succor it if attacked. Tk
whole had g deep river, the Croton, in th
rear.

Un the 28th of October, in the momay
the Royal army, in two columns, conssty
of 13,000 men, marched from near Wards
house, about 10 miles above New Rochels
on the Brunx. Sir W. Howe commandd
the loft wing and Sir H, Clinton the nght
As they approached the Whito Plains th
right column fell in with several bodies o
the enemy and drove them sharply back
creating great confusion in the enemys
carap, whersa force of some 18,000 ill-traind
soldiers wore in a state of terrible confusice
When the British troops arrived within thre
fourths of o mile of the enemy’s lines tby
were halted and a reconnoisance maded
the position. It had been dotermined ¥
attack the right and centre but the oxin
ordinary disnosition of the troopswest of the
Brunx attracted Howe's attention and itws
decided to attack and atteropt to turn th
right flank. A more stupid determinatim
could not have been arrived at as two fid
picces could have completely 1solated these
corps, while an attack in front could not
have failed 40 picrce the centro, especially
as tho camp was in tho utmost confusios



