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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

OONDUCTED DY 8. JOUN DUNCAN-CLARK,

Worwp's 0. E. Paaven Omux, Bumzcr ron Aprin.—That
Christians everywhoro may realize thoobligations of their steward-
ship, giving more gensrously and praying more earnosily for the
conversion of the world.

Daily Readings.
9AVING SOULS,

First Day—With the Spirit'as help—Joha in. 1.8,

8econd Day—By all means—1 Cor. ix. 14.23.

Third Day—Saved throngh she Bible—Aots xvu. 1-12,

Fourth Day— Saved through speech—Aota it 14-41.

Fifth Day—~B8aved by faith—Aots xv1. 16-34.

Bixtk Day—Lost through drink—Lev. z. 1-11.

Prayer MEerTING Tor10—YWHAT WE SHOULD BE DOINOG TO BAVE TR

rost. Luksxv, 1.10.

No more important subjeot can posaibly olaim the attention of
the Christian, than this one of saving souls. It isfor thia work
that Christisns have been saved ; it istheir chiefest duty and their
higheat privilege. While we acceps this as true with our minds,
how many of as spend our days .8 if we believed it in onr hearts?
Ons of tho eaddest thoaghts that oan come to s, is of ths thous.
ands of Christians who will sppear bsfore Jesus empty handed,
with nothing to give Him but their own mean souls. And yet eay-
ing souls is the simplest service a Christian can flnd to do for
Christ ; becaunse He bas mede everything ready, and oxly lefs 13 to
us to give tke invitation. YWe bave not oven the responsibility ot
awakening ainners to & seneo of guils ; tbat 18 one of the gpscial
fanctions cf the Holy Ghost. No, our part is bat w BaT to ihe
lost ona '* come,"” to point bim tothe Lamb,and loave the ress with
every confidenos to God., Yes evon to do this we need more than
what wo have by natare. Wo must of coursn ouraeires be gavea,
and then we must bo yielded to the Holy Spirit's indwelling, it we
would bs able to give the invitation effectively. Bus all Chrs-
tiang may be and shoald bo, by virtao of thewr profestion, thas
qualified; and if s0 what excuse bave they for neglecting this greas
work ? Nons, absolately none. O, Christian Endoavorers let us
awaken to our duty and privilegel Yon ars miasing the sweetest
joy God gives you or earth, and failing to Iay np trossure in
hesvon it you are not saving souls. Do not rest until you have
tasted of §his pleasore. Seek from God this privilege, and begin-
ning in your bome, yoar place of daily toil, or- 3our soocial cirale,
do your par$, give tho invitation, point to Jesas, until you have
reaped the first sheat in 8 glorions harvest for eternity.

DocrameaL Teacaxa.—How the meczage shoald bs delivered,
Larger Catechism 159,

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

CONDUCTED BY 3. JOHN DUNCAN-CLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lesson 11I—TsEe Lost FouNp—APrRIL 1g.
(Luke xv. 13:24).
Goroex Trrr.—* Likewite I tay unto you thers is joy intke

presonce ot the Angels ol God over one sinnsr that repenteth,
Luke xv. 10. :

Cxxrran Taevra.—The Father's Love,

ANILYRIS. —
PRODIGAL'S v EPARTURE, v. 11-18,
ESPAIR, v. i4-10.
FATHER'S ELIGHT, v. 20-24.

Trux AND PLACE. —~January A. D, 20, in the country of Peres.

IxTRODTCTIORY.—The only rasord of events between Iass lssson
abd this one is found in Lake xiv. 25-15.10. As Jasus continned
His journey throngh Ferea, after the parablo of the Great Sapper,
Ho was accompanied by great multitodes. Addressing them, He
taught very cloarly tho oos}, requirements, and conditions of dig-
ciplealiip. Tho Phariseés and ecribes complained because Heo re-
ceived kindly and ate with ths many publicans and despired out-
casts who drow near to Him. In answer to thege criticisms Jesus
told the parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Prodi.
gl 8on, .

Vrwse BY VeRsE—V. 11, * A certaln man.”—Thisthe phraso
characteristio of the parables in Luke's Gospel, sincs it partica.
larly deals with ths homan side of Christ’s character,

V. 12, **Give ms the portion of goods.”—The yourg man
wanted to strike out for himmll and * ses life,” as doss many s
yoang man to-day; yet how olten seeirg 1i'e means soing death,
splritual, moral, mental szd gbyaical. This phraze in the mock

>

ing awbition that drags many a youth to the very mouth ol the
pit.

V. 13, “A fIar oountry.”—>Moody eays, *‘Tho fartbest a
Obristian can ges from Heaven is the world,” Yo may bo right at
the door of the church, and yet bs in g far conniry inscmuch as
our communion with God is ooncerned. Gur oitizenship is in
Heaven, and unless wo'are enjoying our priviloges as Ohristiane
and, dwalling in the Heavenliea even rcow with Christ, wo must be
Yiving in a more or leas distant land.

‘ Waated his substance,”—Ho had bis tressure in the hand,~—
not in head por in heart; and it doea not take a very claver per.
uon to squander the former. Lat na ees that wo Iay up cur trea.
sares in Heaven, and thero will then be no danger of waste.

V 14 “Awmigbtyfamine.” Thorecanbsnothiryiatfamino
in tho far country, ihe world., Thoueands and thousanda aro
spiritually etarving and dying for Iack of food. Thosoal thasgets
sway {rom God alwaya gets into famine, 1f we could only ges
into the innsrmoat beinge of somo of those who stom most favored
by the world, we would find them perithing for very hunger, and
famished for the Bread of Life.

¢ He began to bo in want."" — And there could be no end to his
want while ho remained in thefsr country.

V. 15. *“Joined hirasel?l to ono of the oitizens,” —This was
another downward step. Having cutloose from the old home, he
was now forming ties of union with the onemy. Ho exchsnged
the fellowsbip of his Fatbor, for tho Iriendship of this stranger.
How many Christian people are doing the same thing? Relin.
guishing coropaniraship with God, their Heavenly Father, for the
companicnthip cf the world, His implacable enemy.

* Ho gent him to feed awiae.”— See what it lead tol All{ed
with this stranger, he had to take the ignominicas postticn of &
feeder for the stranger’s swine! Thers are manpy professed
Cbriastians just in that ehamelal position to-day. Alised with the
world, they are prosiitatiog their God given talents and abilities
to feed the world’s swine, and getting nothing in return but the
huaka!

V. 16. *Hewonld fain have been flled with the husks,''—
Moody says, ¢ The devil has never had a famine of hasks, Thero
is alwaya plenty of husks, and plenty of swins to eat them.” Wo
get an idea of the fuod soms people eat when wo glance at the ataff
eerved up by our newspapera day by day, ond the dirt and chafi
that form tho chief elements in many of oor medern novels. God
pity tho sonls of ths mon and women who feed on such poisont

V. 17. * Ho csmo to himssoll."" —And what a miscrable sposi-
men of homanity bo foand! This is the fizat step in the salvetion
of any sinper ; he must firat through tho conviciion of tha Holy
Ghoat, coma to himself, and ses his doplorable condition and abso-
lute helplessness.

V. 17. “I perish with hupger.”—Ho was a poor testimony to
his father’s wealth and goodnees, as many Christians aro to-day
The most convincing argument for Christianity is tho lifo of the
Cbriatian who finda bis pleasnrs, peace, oocopation, all in Jesus.

V. 18, "1 will arizo."—This way tho detcrmination upon
which bis salvation was baeted. Tka proverd that says “tho way
to holl is paved with goodl intentions,’—is but a hslf trath, Tho
way to heaven is also paved with good intensions,~intentions pat

into execution by tho enabling of the He'y Ghost. ¢ Will aay."
~Hos. 3iv. 12, “I havosinned."—It is an nunwillingness to say
this that keeps many form returniog.

* Am no more worthy.” —This is tho only ples man can mske
effectively to God. His salvasion is only bestowod becauso of our
unworthinoes. Fallore to realize this, and dislike to acknowlodge
it is a hindrance t0 many uneaved sculs,

V. 20, **Yet alax off.'"—God is ever on tho watch for the
alightess indication of repentanceon thoe part of tho ainner. Ths
Father nover ceases to love nor to long aftor the wayward child,
though the child may negleos and forget the Father. Allthodaya
of the prodigal's abscnce tho Fatker’s arms waited to welceme him
back, and when at 1311 ho arose and retorced, it was the mimory
of the Fatber's lovo that precmpted and impelled bim onward.
+His father ran."—Eyss, boart, Joet, hands, and lips aro all
found here engaged to welcems tho wanderer. How beaatifol e
thoughs of God's loving hasta 0 recelve the returning sinner.

‘v's. 22, *Bat the fmber raid."” **Theaon was not alicwed to
make bis bumble requess.  Tho oconfersicn of sin, and expression
cf torrow wWas hoard, tul tkat was erough; the father in lovo
silenced thorest.  *“Tko Leas rete.”"~Tho rebo of righteonaness,

1as. 123, 10. Jxiv. 6., Jer. xxiii. 6. xxxiii. 16. *'A riop."—Tbo
eviderce of sorship. ** Skces cn hia feet.”—The thees of peace,
Eph. vi. 15

V. 23, “Tho fatted clf.”—Emtlem of tko tounty of ths
Fatbher'alove. TWhat a ccnirart 1o tkebuika the werld givial

V. 24, Was dend.”—~Wkat, ctsd? Tes, spinuvelly o
corpse, and that is much woree than being physicallyso. Every
man ¢r woan ubited with tke werld, azd sejarated frem God is
dsad, a mero galvenized corpre. How speaks tho Hely Ghoat in
another paseage. * Sho thatliveth in pleasuro is dead whils abs
livetb,” 2 Tim, v. 6. * Began to be merry.”"—In v. 14., wa learned
tbat hie * began to be in want,” tut nowxn end bas b »n pat to
bia want {or ever, ar.d a merriment begun that will never osass,




