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guides~ their studios, would give theim the best part ICorinthian ch'urch-not to the eiders, as a rulirig

of their Ileducation"- that of the hoart, tho intel- court-respecting the incrstuous nman, lie tells

lect, the consciene, the fel1ow-feeling that mnalco theiii IlTherefore put away f ron aniong yourselves

themi ever after Iloee" with their people, and the tliat 'vicked per'soll," 1 Cor. v 13. And ini II

Christian deniocracy that teaches them in youth, Cor. ii : 6, the apostle wvriteq, "Suflicient, to such

50 thiLt they neyer forget it, that One is Lhoir' man fif s this puiiislinenit, which wvas inflicted of

Master, even Christ,. and that ili they ARE nna'irii-' nany,' [flevised Version, Il hy the inany."J 'Tle
ItEN.inan iiii-lt havv heen tr'mpted to contest the j udg-

nment of a court of eiders, but 'vas repentant in the

FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES. presence of the censure of the wholn cliurch.
Vie said Iltlîey did establisli the chu rches inde-

The corner-stone is Christ. If a man believes, pendently.- There is not a trace of authority of

lie shall be saved. But we want to keep as closely one chu rchi aver another. Those wvho say there is,

ta the pattern laid down in the Newv Testament as have liberty ho pe-ove il. Eveîî in the inspired
possible. And se, when wve inculcate faith, wve also council at Jerusalcmn (Acts xv.) there is nothing

advise as to churcli.order and church-privileges. before us to show any representatiion of the

Paul miade a custom, of staying with lus converts churches iii Judea itself. Paul speaka of the

long enoughi to get thoni formed into a church, and "chu rehes% of Judea "-not, Ilthe church "; and

familiarizcd with' îvhat for wvant of a better naine, wvrites to Ilthe churches of Galatia," and speaks of

we shall call ecclesiastical. order. a brother (IL Cor. viii :18, 19,> îvhose praise 'vas
And the footprints of the aposties do flot seeni in IIthe chu rches "; andi who 'vas Ilcliosen of the

to us to be very hard to trace in the Newv Testa-' churches."

ment. We said in February, IlWe cannot give !i e said, IlThey did lay down the principle of
rooni to the thought, that îvhat the aposties a converted mienibership" The Lord added to
omitted in their teaching, and did not bring into thiei day by day those that 'vere being saved,"

their practice, should be exalted to ho a principle (Acts ii: .17, R. V.) Vie lhave no evidence that

of the first importance, a sine qua -non in negoti- 1ithis principle of admission to the church was de-

ating for union." They oinifted (t0 put it, on the! parted froin duî-ing the aposties' lives. Anid Paul
lewest ground,) to establish, or provide for the 'vrote the Ilsaints" at Rorne (Romi. i - 7) to the

establishment of territorial b-Eshops ; and they did; Ilsanctified in Christ Jesus," in "the church of
not establish permanent churchi-courts, of the' God which is in Coî-nith " (1 Cor. i: 2) ; to the

nature of the presbyteries, synoda and conferences "saints " of Epheius (Eph. i -. 1); and "lthe
of the present day. saints," with the Ilhishops and deacons " at

'fThe aposties did establish governaient by Philippi ; the first chapter of 1 Thess. is in every

the members," we saRid. That is to say, aIl the: verse a proof of a converted mnembership in that

governent that the church possesses. The legis- churchi. And wheu-e wve require of iembers that

lative power, cr'rrectly speaking, is not in the they theniselves believe they ai-e accepted of God

church ; ih belongs ho Christ: but the chu rch hm~ In Christ, and -ive us reasonable ground for believ-
to carry out Christ's laws ; and this carrying out ing the saine, we keep as closely as possible to the
is rather executive tiuan legislative. Thie most im-, apostolie model. IlIf ye have judged me to lie faith-

portant thing a church eau do, after the suprenie fuI,"Y said Lydia to Paul (Act% xvi -.15> ;andsaeh
work of leading souls to repentance, is to admit to; faith ia pz-operly required to Christian fellowship.
înembership in the churcb, and ho guide and wvari
theni after they are in. Paul in writing to the'-

saints in IRome, (he neyer mentions the eiders,) lIN Bradford, Engîand, the free churches muade

i : 7) tolla theni, II Rim that la weak in the faith! a house-to-house visitation of the town. Birming-
receve e,"(xiv: 1) Wateer ese he om harn ilh do the saine. The Bradford vîsitors re-
receve e,"(xiv 1. Viateer ese he oniported only twelve cases of rudenessa; eleven oj

mand extended ho, it beyond donht included these ivere at villas. It was not the poor who re-
cliurelh-nienibershiip. And in writing to the pulsipd theni!


