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CHING AND PRAVING.
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GoLbrN Trx1.—"Thy Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly.” —Matt. vi, 6.

HOMRK STUDIKS,

M.  Matt. vi. 1-13......Giving and Praying.

T. Ps. cxii. 1-10. ....Reward of Almsgiving.

W. I, xxix. 13-24....Being Seen of Men.

Th, Ps. evii. 1-19......Calling for Help.

. Eph. v 10-21 Praying with all Prayer.

S.  Peov. xvi. 1.9, 18.. Committing thy Ways to the

Lord.
Sab. Lukexi. 1-13..... Christ Teaching to Pray,

HELPS TO STUDY.

The Saviour’s attack upon the empire of self 15 continued |
in the veises which form the sabject of this lesson with an .

incisiveness well titted to accomplich its overthrow,

It is still the moral law, inits spintuabiiy, that e s ox.
pounding. U'bhat law, either directly or by imphcation,
covers the whole ground of Chnistian duty ; but the Jews mis.
wmterpreted at, and so shall we uniil we are guided by the
Holy Spint, and give heed to the teachings of the Son. Fhese
teachings posscas a force and distinctness which makes st
scein as 1f He were proclamung a aew law, winch had never
before been hnown or acted upon.  Bul the prinaples bere
brought into such striking prominence are the same spiritaal
life-springs which ammated the piety of the Old Testament
sants.  They gave, and that with acceptance ; they prayed,
and that with efficacy ; and the fact that they dul vo, with.
out such plam verbal directions as are here given to us, cught
to incite us to piety and obedience proportioned to our pni-
vileges.

Christ’s previous statement. that the righteousness uf the
Cliristian must exceed that of the scrtbes and Pharisers is
here well illustrated in some of its details.

‘The matter of the lesson may be arranged under the fol.
lowing heads : (2) The Christian's Motive in Grzang, (2) The
Christian’s Object in Prayer, (3) The Fattern Prayer.

1. Tue CuxISTIAN'S MOTIVE IN GivinG.-Vers.1-4.
The duty of giving, and that kberally, was 1aught 1n our last
lesson ; the Saviow now deals with the mouve and manner
of giving.

1. How Not to Grve.—vers.t, 2. In estimating a per.
son's merit as a giver, men ask, How much did he give?
God asks that also, but He asks another question as well,
and that quesiion s, Why did he give t 2

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to
be seen of them. These clauses must not be separated.
It is not the act but the motive that is condemned.  Weare
told that he who, from love to the Master, gives if 1t were
but a cup of cold water, **shall inno wise luse 11~ reward ™
(Matt. x. 42); but to all ostentatious givers 1t 1s here sand
ye have no reward of your Father which is in Hea.
ven.

When a congregation, or a Sabbath school, or an ndi-
vidual, makes an unusually large centribution, 1t may Le ju-
dicious for the purpose of evoking the liberalny of others, if
not to sound a trumpet, at least to inseit a notice 1n the
newspapers ; but, lake heed !

Hypocrites : pretenders. They have their reward :
they are seen of men ; that was all they bargained for ; they
cannot expect any fusther reward.

2. Howto Give.—vers. 3, 4. The wordslet not thy left
hand know what thy right hand doeth were used pro-
verbially to express the utmost secrecy ; and they do so with
intense force ; but they are not to be understaod as cuntra-
dicting the Saviour's command, utiered a few munutes pre-
viously : * Let your hight so shine before nien that they may
see your good warks, and glonfy your Father which is in
Heaven” (Matt v. 16). The two passages must be taken
together.  The meaning then is that our good deeds are to
be done in secret so far as our own credit is concerned, and
at the same time with all the publicity whicli is necessary to
make them serviccable 1 promoting the prosperity of the
kingdom of God.

11. THE CHRISTIAN'S ORJECT IN PRAVER.—vers s.8,
Here again, it is the motive that is condemned and not the
act; and here again 1o man’s question (What did he do?)
God adds the question, Why didhe do it? Public paayeris
not forbidden. "The form of prayer given in this same chapter
is a form of public, or at least of family, as well asof pnivate
prayer; otherwise 1t would have contmined the words my
and meinstead of *‘our” and “us.” Buatitisnecessary even
for Christians to fake Aeed that they do not pray standing

in the synagogues, or anywhere else, fur the parpese of be-

! . .
 however pood 1n itself, if only used superstiously ta ward

“off eval, 15 to us as vamn and uceless ac the incantationy of the
Pidolater are to him.
The ohjection to prin’ «d o written prayess is that they are
hable to be used unmeaningly.  The hind of prayer calied
“evtempore is not, however, quite free from this same latality,
for most people fall 1mto the use of certun set forme and
“ phrases to express the samie oft-recuming desttes and needs
. The language of Senpture 15 always safe, if propeey ap-
(phied. Bat the mam requisite is that the words, whatever
“theis soutce, be used as velicles of carnest thoaght and de
sire.,

I THE PATTERN Pravek. —vers. 9.t¢ This e not
a set form of words for Cheistans to use in prayer to the ex-
cliston of uther words,  In Luke st the form s vased
somewhat,  Chust and  the apasties nsed other words
(Matt. xxvi, 39 xhi. 445 Actsu 24, 25).  [twa speamen,
or scample, of what prayer ought to be—haef, e, com-
prehenave, It comnses a prefice, six petitions and the
I eonclusion
Ll 7%he Prefuce.—Our Father which art in heaven.

The fatherhood of God an telation to man, conasts 1ot
merely in the fact that God created man, butin the fa- t tha
Gosd created man m Hizown image  The fall of non
i not abrogate God'« nights as Father, but 1t abiogated our
Iclann as children, for in that fall the image or liketess was
| lost, ot at least Jdatterad and dashiguied.  But of we come 1y

Giodd through Chinst, we are adopted by Tlim, are once and
I forever recetvert ito the number of His childten, and have a
I nght to all therr puvilages. Thoce who use this prayer are,

su far, professing to come to God thraugh Chast, and of this
profession be true, the lost likeness will, by and by, be re-
Ystured 1o ars primeval heauty, n knowledge, nghteones
“and hohness.

2. The Furst Petition.—Hallowed be thy name. In
Scupture the name of God generally means that whereby
He makes Himsell known ; and in this petition we pray that
everything wherehy God manifests Himself 1 the world may
be held inthe highest respect and reverence by onrselves and
others.

3. The Second Petition —Thy kingdom Come. lere
we pray that God may reyn supreme, and that 1is right as
King may be acknowledged, (1)1n our own hearts, (2) i one
unmediate neighbourhood, (3) throughout the world.

& The Thivd Petitton. —Thy will be done on earth as
it 1a in heaven. Our praying to Gl for a certain abject
implies that we ovrselves are doing what we can for the ac.
complishment of that alyect. God's will, as spoken of here,
1s contatned in the Bible ; and af we pray that God may be
obeyed on carth, we ought to do what wecan (- circulate the
Scriptures, .

$. Zhe Fourth Detition.—Give us this day our daily
bread. The word translated ** daily * might have been
rendered esse ntral, or suffivient for support.  Sustenance for
the soul is meant as well as for the by, Each new day re-
quites wore prayer and more 1 read

6. The Fifth Petition. —Forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. No one can sin against us as much
as we have simned agamst God 16 God forgives our sins
for Chinst's sake, that will inchine us to forgive others.

7. The Sixth Pctition. —And lead us not into tempia.
tion, but deliver us from evil. This petition amplies that
we ate duing all we can to keep out of temptation’s way
It also acknowledges that we cannat ¢ nduct owrselves aright
withoat Gel's care and keeping.

8. Zhe Conclusion.~\We asenibe to God the power to per.
form the things asked for, and all the praise and credit aris.
ing from their accomphishment, in the doxuvlogy : Forthine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever,
Amen.

———

fﬁcial _Ii-lotices.

CONGREGATIONAL CoLLEGE oF B. N. A.—Tt would
ablige the Faculty if churches or vther parties iequining the
services of students dunng the vacation would apply to me
as early as practicable, that time may be given m which to
make suitable acrangements.  HENKRY WALKES, racpal.

Montreal, Feb. 2, 1880.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONAKRY SOCIETY.—H0
little money has yet been recewved for tlus year's grants to
churches i Ontano and Quebec, that it cannot be known
whether the next quarter’s payments will be made, ot
whether there will be a deficit, as lazt year.  ‘T'has fact inter.
feres with any possible calculation of affording the needful
aid to the mission in Manitoba, and hence embarrasses the
Committee having that matter in charge. If the contribu-
tions were sent forward promptly, that Committee would
ascertain at once what they could or could not do.

Monireal, Ieb. 2, 1880. HENRY WILKES,

Gen. Sec.-Treas.

ing seen of men and admired for their piety o1 thesr elo- | Sunday schoul, $5 50, Hamilion ,§un‘|ﬂy ~huol, $10.00; |
quence. The hypocrite loves, or prefets, to do so; but the | Ladies” Missionary  Asscaation, Zivn  Chuawch, Montreal, | ten he would begin tostudy thuse eadier and sunpler devel-

true disciple engages in public prayer as a commanded duty, | $58.99.

CPALLS DISRIGARD oF 7

.

Wl BLALTIES OF
NITCRYE.

Thete are few waiters whe 1o judge soiely trom their wat.
mgs, seem to bave Loen Tossevad by the beanties of the
external woride Theah be bad cted agamy and again
across the Blue Mo enagear, and st bave been famibar
wth the beanuty of thasw fades of Greeee

* Where Lurming Sappte Loved and sungg,
Where grew the asis of was and peace,
Where Delocroce, and Phuebus sprorg ;7

though he had agam and agan tiaversed the pine-clad
gorgea of the Avan luils, and seon Lda, and Olympus, and
Pasnaseusan atl thar magesty | though bis e had been ene
dapgered i mauntais toreste amd stomy waves, and he
wust bave often wandored aca chilib along the banks of his
mative stream, to wee the plice where ot 1ears an cataracts
over s techy conrse--Tis coud was so entitely absorbed an
the w ghty weral and spentoar truths which st wae his great
st prochom, that ot by e vaees saaicely even by
A smgle expression, an all his leticrs, does he andicate the
fa ntest pleawm of deiight o wonde o in the ghoes of natuge,
fhete as, mdecd, an cvquisite passage i his specch at
Lysoa on the goulies of ibie g God, windh made
heasen and canth, and the <ea, and all things that are
theten,” and ** left not st without witness,an that He
did good, and gave us tam rom heaven, and frustiul seas
sens, tolong vur heacis wadh food wod ghadiess © Butinuus
Ccase Barnabias had soane share i the a Bress, which even of
wado not, as has been congectuted, refor 1o the fragment of
some chinal song, 15 yeto m tone and substance, directly
Analogous s passages of the Uld Testament.  And apart
fram chis allusion, Taannot bad a single word windh shews
. that Paul hatd even the smallest suscepudaaty “ur the works
cof nature. There are soulsan wiach the buing heat of some
transfusing putpose calanes every other thuught, every other
deaire, evary other aduuration ; and St Faul's was one.
Lhs Life was absorlungly, o uot solely aud exclusively, the
cspratual ble—the Dite which s utterdy dead to every other
nterest of the groamag and travailing cieatton, the hife hid
with Christan Gade He sees the universe of God unlyas it
18 reflected in the heatt and hfe of man.— Farrar.

YO 0N, SR GO 0N

Arago, the French astronomer, says, in his autobio.
rgraphy, that lus best master in mathemancs was a word of
. advice which he found 1n the binding of a text bovk.  Puz.
tzled and discouraged by the diticulties he met with in las
lc:mlacr studies, be was almodt ready to pive over ihe putsmt,
i Some words which he found on the waste leaf used to
stiflen the cover of his paper-bound text book caught hiseye
and anterested . Lnpelied,” he says, ** by aninde.
| imable curnosity, 1 damped the cover of the book and cace-
| fusly unrolled the leafto see what was un the other side. 1t
proved to Le a shnt fetter from 1)’ Alembert to a young per-
son disheartaned hke myselt, by the dithculties of mathe.
matcal study, and who had wntten to him for counsel.
*Goon, sir! po on ! was the counsel winch D Alembert
gave lum.  * The difficuities you meet will resolve theme
selves as you advance, Proceed, and hight will dawn and
shine with ainceeasing cleatness vn your path.’  That maxim,*
aays Arago, **was my greatest master o mathematics.”
Folloming thuse simple words, **Go on, sit ! go on? ' made
him the nest astronomical mathemanaan of his age.

PACDS ROMAN CLI12ENSH P,

How St. Paul’s father or giandfather vlnamed the highly-
prized distinctien, we have no weans of ascertuning, It
certainly dud not belong t2any one as a2 atwen of Tarsus,
for, if so, Lysas at Jerusalem, hnowing that St Pfaul came
frum Tarsus, would nave hnown that he had also the nghts
ofa Roman. But Tar uswa, nut a Coonta ot a Munseiprum,
wt only an b Labera | and thus pravilege, bestuwed upon
1t by Augustus, did not s olve any claun to the Crzatas. The
franchise may cither have been putchased by Paul's father,
or obtained as a reward for sunie services of which no trace
iemarns.  When Cassius pumished Tarsus by a heavy fine
for having embraced the side of Antony, 1t is said that many
Tarsians were sold as slaves in order to pay the money; and
one conjecture is that St. Paul's father, in his carly days,
may have been one of these, and may have Iwen first eman.
apated and then presented with ihe Cretas during a resi-
dence at Rome. The conjecture 1s just possible, but nothing
more.— Farrar.

TRAINING OF A GEWISH BOY.

_At the age of five he would begin to study the Bible with
his parents at home ; and even carlier than this he would
; doubtless have learnt the Shema and the Hallel (Psalms

Lanranor Mission, —Received 1n December . Cobourg | exui. cxvain} in whole oran part. Atsix he would getuhis

*‘vineyand,” as the lator Rabbis calied their schools. At

In January : Sheffield, N.B., Church, $:14 00 ; j vpments of the vral law, which were alterwards collected 1n

as ar. appointed means of procuring needed blessings for him.- ) Belleville Sunday school, $2.00; Sunday schoul Zion the Mishna, At thitieen he would, by a surt of ** contirm-

scif and others, and thus of advancing the Master's cause,
Use not vain repetitions.

the name of Christ, with confession o4 onr sins and thankful
acknowledgment of His mercies.”

needs and desires are such as God has promised to supply
and gratify. How often it happens that boys and girls go on
for years *“ saying their prayers " without ever really express-
ing & desire of their own hearts to God. A set form of words,

> Prayer 1s *“ihe offening up | Charch, Montreal, $8.00.
of our desires unto God, for things agrecable to His will, 1n i

v It should be the honest
expression of our present needs and desires, 10 so far as these |

B. WIiLKES,

SMontreal, Feb. 2, 1850, Treasurer.
“_girtﬁs; Ruurriages and Deaths.

BIRTH.
On the 3oth ult., the wife of Rev. Joseph Griffith, Hamil-
ton, of 2 daughter.

{ Church, Monueal, $30; Sunday school Wutkers of Zion (atiun,” becume a *“ Sun of the Conunandment.” At tficen

Le would Le trained in yet more munute and burdensome
halachsth, analagous to those which ulumately filled the vast
mass of the Gemara. Atiwenty, ur eathier, hke every ortho-
dux Jew, he would marry.  Dunng many years he would
b rechuned amung the © pupals of the wise, and be mainly
uccupied with *“ the t:aditions v the T aihers." — Lgrrar,

PoPE Lro's hrother at Rome has abscomded, taking
$150,000 belonging to the vatican.



