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IIINTS FOR PRAYER MIEETINGS.

These are practical, and thieir worth is easily tested.
Commence promptly on timie, no inatter how few there be present. It will takeonly a few times to lessen the number of tardy corners. A few will take the h intý

quickly, others -will be longer about it, but will at last learli, and tliere will be
left finally onily those who are constitutionally late everywhere.

The topic should be known beforehand, and, if possible, the Seripture to be
read. When only the leader knows the subject, it is like trying to light a fire
witli a single match. The wood may be ahl ready for it, and the match is ail that
is noeded, but the probahilities are against it. Men's niinds are rarely in a con-
dition to give out light and heat on any given topic at a moment's notice. They
must have tirne for preparation, and it is a dangeroits thing to trust to mere, spon-
taneity. In order that the subjeet niay be known, eachi leader of a weekly prayerr
meeting should be appointed two weeks prior to his service, so that it eaii be an-
nounced the week before lie takes charge.

Wh~lo shail lead iu the meeting is in each case a local question. Somnetimes it
nmay be best for the minister always to do it. When practicable, however, it is
oftenest best for the pýastor to drill in his laymen, ziot of course to his own ex-
clusion. Wlienever the exercises become duil, change the leader, change the
miet-hod-d> anything almost, to (,et them out of a rut.

Take simple subjeets. Lot Election, and Predestination, and Sanctification,
etc., etc., be expoinded, if need be, by the uninister. Let the subject, at tiinies,
be illustrated if possible by the freshiest experiences of those who are pruent.
At other times it may be well sirnply to find out what the Bible says -about it. Soiino
of the most interesting meetings we knowv of liad for consideration such questions
ais: What does the Bible saveabout love ?""Wlat does the Bible say about thc
Fatlierhood of God" "Whà is the verso in the Bible that just now suems the
most procious to you" etc.

Keep a bell and ring it whea one oversteps thc time, which should not, be more
thian five. and liad usually botter be threo minutes. If with sudl an arrangement
"it is impossible to hld a respectable meeting of an liour,' thon wvu sliould gay

it is far better to adjourii beforo the hour passes. Prayer meetings should knlow
whvlen tlhey are through) as wvell as other kind of gatherings. The singing should
be hearty, and the hymns choseti on account of tijeir adapL-uýon to the occasion.
Sing no weak, wishy-washy words to wishy-washy tunies. Do xiot ding too closely
to old hymns and tunes, nor go capering wvith new ones. Wlien a song bocomies
expressionless from too great familiarity, drop it for awhile. It will return to its
former vigour again by resting. If possible, always have one miai to " start' the
tune, and have him suppoitted by good singers conveniently niear.

Get close together. There can be no warmth when the people are scarcely
within recognisable distance of ecd other. As Mr. Beeclier facetiously reniarked:
"You can't make a fire out of one stick,-though iWs as dry as a minister."
Do not be in a hurry to get out wvhen the meeting is over. Thoen is a grood tinie

to shake hiands and be a little social. Most people hurry ont as if they wvere glad
to get away. Young folks are quick to observe this, and therefore instiinctively
shun it. Mtke it apîlace -where special kindness and speciailfriendliniess are shouw
and feit, and they will as naturally corne as they now stay awvay.

Somebody lias beexi -writing a letter to the New-York Eveninj Post on dhurch
architecture, in which, among other preposterous things, he says "I believe that
the prime calling of a minister is to preadli the gospel ; therefore the church or
edifice should bc so constructed that hoe can bo hucard." The idea!
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