
EDITOIRIÂL NOTES.37

gregationalists in Canada ever hav-

ing been "lsent to the street to beg," for

any reason whatever. Our churches

love their pastors botter than that. By
the way, we should like to know by
what means a Prcsbytcry compels a cou-

gregation to support a minister they
wiil net have over them. any longer?

The last sad hope for Congregational-
ism lias fled. The Prc8çbytci«n believes

Ildisintegratien is inevitabie as the re-
suit of the late Couztiil. It hias already
appeared in the resignation of Dr. Storrs
from an important trust because of tlic
Councii's action. Otliers in the Congre-
gational body wvii1 assurediy foiiow, aund
this time-honoured deneinination wivil
lie broken into a thousand fragments.
The only hope we have for Coiigrega-
tiona]ists is that, tauglit by experience,
they will become Preshyterians." For

ourselves, we are net quite hoeess yet.

The Rev. Dr. Storrs, of Brooklyn, re-

ccntly reviewed the action of the Ad-
visory Ceuneil called by Plymouth
Churcli, in a Sabbath cvcning lecture

(we think lie niight have chesen semee
offier evening for suceh a purpese), in whicli
lie endeaveurs te show that the Couni-
cil, thougli fairly representative iii its
personnel of Congregationalism, had
been chosen. because of their kno wn sen-
tinments faveurable te, Mr. Becchr-a
fact which, lie theught, prevented it lie-
ing rcgardcd as rcflecting the views

of the body. As te tlie findings ef the
Ceuncil, lie reviewed themn severally,
criticising each unfavourably, declaring

thcm incensistent with the findings of

the Council of 1874, and subversive of
Congregationalism in ail its important
aspects. It was becaiise these declarations

were so radicaiiy at variance witl 'i lis
views of Congregationalism that lie lad

retired from the officiai positions held by
himi as President of the American Cen-
gregational Union, and a Director of

the Home Missionary Society. The Rev.
Drs. Budington and Taylor (of the

Broadway Tabernacle, New York) have,
it is reperted, cxprcssel similar views

lIt should bo romienibered, hiowver, that
thé iast-namcd gentleman is a Presby-

terian in principl e, and that the first twe,

thougli vcry ominent and excellent men,
must be supposed te possess soute con-

siderable ani mus in connection with the

affair, iii consequence of their namnes lav-
inlg been ebjectcd te by Plymouth
Chiurch, when first proposed te be invit-

cd te take part in the Ceuxicil.

On the other Jiand, the Rev. Dr. flacon,
ef New Haven, is eut, in a letter te one
of tho pasters of Andever Churcli, in re-

piy te au article froin lis pen, in tlie

Congregatioicdist, urging the Andover

Churcli te take steps for immediatcly
bringing Mr. Beecher te triai, in the way
proposcd by the Couneji. The letter con-

chudes :
"lLet net the cause on whidh ycur heart;

and the hearts of thousands more are set be
in any degree iniperilled by develving on Mr.
Moulton, on Mr. Bowen, on anybody whe
bas a personai intcrest in thc affair, or even
on somne such good brother as Mr. West, the
grave responsibiity of appcaring as complain-
ant or ' public prosecutor' in this moerentous
case. O, iny brother! many a good thing bas
corne eut of Andover, but neyer yet lias any
better thing- been donc by your dhurci or your
sein- t în you sud your brethren will
have donc if, b y your faithfni yct loving dili-
gence tic truth and the whoie tx-uth in this
case ;hall be uncevered, be it what it niay."

The action of the Brooklyn Advisory.

Council ia being critieized semewliat se-
vereiy by several of our own denemina-

tienal exclanges, dhiefly, howvevcr, on

technicai grounds.
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