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The Hoîuse o~f Lords has donc its hest to spoil the Scotch Edlucational
Bill l'y preserving the denominational schools from becoining national.

The Lords have been wise enoîigh to accept the Chiurclh of Ireland
Bill so far as to patýs it to its second reading, but are endeavouring to
inuitilatte it in t'onxnîiittcee The danger that they miglit reject lias caused
a freer discussion of the iitility of the Upper Ifouse than England hias
eîîtcred tuponi before. The I3ishops dmstinguished tlîeiselves in the
del)ate, eiatlly those of Canterbury, St. David's, and Peterborough;
the Arîclbishl of Dulin, Dr'. Trench, wva.- a diffllepoitxnieit on the
occasion.

The Congregational Union of England and Wales met iii Finsbury
Chapel, London, on the 1 3th and l6th of May. As usual, the chief
lèeature of interest 'vas the C'hairman's address. It did flot disappoint
the hîigli expectations which Mr. Dale's naine excited. His thenie was
"Christ and the Controversies of Christendom," and wvith great power
did he set forth lîow the personal Saviour solved the various questions
of the age, whether those of Ratîonalism on the one hand, or Romanism
on the other, whethier connected with the relations of the Church and
the State, or with the social condition of the people.

Our brethren are feeling their way to a Sustentation Fund, somewhiat
after the manner of the Free Church of Scotland, whereby the strong
may help the wealc. The principle was adopted by the Union, and a
Committee appointed to carry out the detais. We are not very san-
guine of tlieir success, for Independency, genuine or ultra, stands in the
way. The power to create a pigmy "linterest," whenever half-a-dozen
members take a tiff, is too precious a privilege to be sacrificed for such
minor objects as the consolidation of churches, and the proper mainten-
ance of an efficient ministry.

The question of that amount of recognition of denominational good
standing, which is afforded by publication of a minister's naine in the
Year B3ook list, again troubles our brethren. The Union itself being a
voluntary organisation, it would not at ail serve to make membership in
it essential to recognition; and on the other hand, admission into the
Union is se easy, that dubious men may creep in through a àide-door.
The Eriglish Indkpendent (June 3, page 546) well points out how any
minister, wlio is a niember of a church in connection with the Union,
may becorne a personal member of that body on payment of five shillings
a year, andI so be entered on the official list, aithougli not recognised,
and evenrejected, by a County Union or Association. The attempt
lias oftenýbeen made in the Canadian Union, to make the holdine of the
pastorate of an assocîated church entitle a minister to membership ; but
it lias been felt,' on the other hand, that unwary churches may se often
be imposed tipon, that the Union ought to retain the power of receiving
mnisterial members in its own hands. The Association systein, at the
saie turne, is so incompletely ado ted as net to, furnish a sufficieut test;
so that ire are conIpelle(l to spen dsome portion of the time of each an-
nual ineeting, over these Ilnîembership cases,-perhaps not an unwhole-
somle discipline, after ail, :ilbeit somewhat tedious and debate-provoking.


