THE CHURCH

undoubtedly will spring outof it iz this.
what, is to come of this new spirit of
brotherly kindness and charity which hath
sprang up spcntancously between the con-
stitutional part of the Free Church and the
Church of Scotland ! We feel that weare
nearer together in a healthy appreach than
at any pericd since the Disruption. We
are together on common ground about
which we have no contention. May not
this adversity into which English (Lafidel )
Liberationists have thrown us by precipit-
ating Disestablishment, into which Scot-
tish voluntaries have drawn us. largely
assisted by the political chicancery of
Chamterlain and the bombastic bluster
of Bradlaugh ;and the right manly assis

tauce given us by these men who most
undoubtedly are the Free Church, be the
beginning of the erd? Certainly the Church
of Scotland has been all along anxiwous to
negotiateterms for aReconstructed church
| broac enough to include us all. Ifa unat-
ional churcn serves any good especially, it
is to preserve Religion from becoming the
bone of contention among snarling sects.
There bhas allalong beena disposition in
the Church of Scotland to make the way
easy—not for the return of the Free Church
impliciter into the Church of Scotland.
that is hopeless, and I do not know that
it is desirable,) but for an henourable,
anly, brotherly and righteous adjust-
ent of the affairs of the church all round,
that the Orthodos Free Chucrh may he
ble {» come to meet with usand go forth
ether and all the stronger to the help of
e Lorp against the mighty. Iam not a
rophet nor the son ofa prophet, but 1
hall be much disappointed both i byhopes
nd prayers if some steps mn that direction
re not taken before you and I are twelve
onths older. The Lorp hasten it in its
e !

You have an excellent article iu the Nov.
ECORD just to hand, onthe lapsed masses.
y have wa those masses here in Scot-
1 Becauze of our senseless divisions,
ich compelministers to wurk congrega-
mally. Our dissenting brethren have no
iehes and they devote their energies
their congregations. We must do the
e, or suffer by being unfavourably con-
sted with our friends aver the way. To
oid this we must work tongregationally
lto a much larger extent thanis reas-
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onable. Tho result is, church going peo-
ple are pampered and visited. If they are
absent from church, minister and elder
collide at their door bell next morning.
this would be rght and proper if no other
interests were left to suffer. While such
things are proceeding, what happens ? The
residue of the pARIsH is left to “LAPSE” as
fast as it can. Nobody goes after this
man and that who go to no Church, and
need parochiul risitaticn more than the
church goer.  Strangers come to the Par-
ish and nobody goes near them. We
canvot if we are to be always visiting our
own flocl: They thus grow up to think that
they are despised because they are poor or
unfortunate or strange ; and ouce that
notion gets hold of them, nut even the
Editor of the MoxtHLY RECORD could
eonvince them of theiv error. Talk about
too many ministers ! 1 eay that there are
not half ministers enough. Therg are
too many ministers for church geinggeople
but there are not ministers enough by
cne half to deal with and lift up the lapsed.
What a bright day it would te for us if
we could swing into line with our brethren
of the Frec Church and go with them to
this great work for CrrisT and Scotland.
Men imnbued with a love for National Re-
ligion arc for many reasons the best suit-
ed for this work. 1f we could present
such a face to the foe as the Church of
Scotland and the Free Church together
animated with the spirit of John Knox
when he pray ed*‘give me Scotland or 1 die,”
we would sweep the power of Satan into
the sea in the period of two generations.
J.

OF SCOTLAND.

“SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO
COME UNTO ME.”

The Christian at Wmlk says: In his
article on “The Sacraments and the
Children,” in the Presbyterian quarterly,
Dr. Van Dyke quotes approvingly Horace
Bushnell’s ¢“Christian Nurture,” and de-
clares his convictivn that Dr. Bushuell
“‘does not put the cass a whit too strongly,
when he says ‘It is the very character
and mark of all unchristian education to
train upo child for future conversion.”
And he isno less correct when he adds
that the true idea of Christian education is
that a child is tv grow up a Christian and

pever to know himself as being other-



