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We t.ake the liberty of adIding to this
notice, the Montreal Preçbyterian'a

131PRESSIONS OF TIIE CONFERENCE.

Taken as a whole, it stands out a
conspicuous epocb ini the religious history
of the Domi nion-a stand-point of review

~respect of past years, and a starting-
joint from which, as we trust, in years
to corne, there shall be dated ftom time
totime such evidences of spiritual life
and Christian co-operation as shail glad-
den men's hearts and bring bk.ssings to
the community.

We thiîA of some of the attendant
disadvantages: that it was a Colonial
undertaing: thiat it was the first meet-
ing of the kind hield in any of the Col-
onies: that it followed so soon after the
great, overshadowing meeting held in
4New York a year ago, and thýat there-
fore it was largely an experiment. Yet
it was a success. We take the papers
that were read, one witlî another, and
we regard them, in respect of seholarship
and i.houghit, fully equal to thie average
of sinilar discussions at meetings of s
Parent Society. If a larger share of
attention than Lu some mighlt appear ne-
cessary, was given to that claso of sub-
jects respecting wichl religion and
modera science arc supposed to be at
varianc, recent assumptions Of speula-
tive unlielief made this inevir.able, and
vo rnay rather rejoice that aînong us are
fournc so many valiant defenders of the
good old rèligion "pure and undefiled."
OJn the otiier L.-nd, it must be accounted
simply an accident that none of the

sekers selecteid as a subject worthy the
bighest ability, and ef unîversal intereat,
that Of CHRISTIAN XlISSJONS.

We think of the resiIts ot this gather-
ing under three aspýects. First, as series
of'%MAgg MEETINc-s .« w as a strik-
ing and imposing meature. 'l iàý crowds
wbo filled large churches to overftioýý,ng
long before the hours appointed, and theè
way in 'which they hung upon the lips of
thevarious speakers,ind'icated unmistake-
ably that the body of the people were in
sympathy with thie occasion. We refer
particularly to the evening gatherngsq
and spcialy to 1«the meeting of wel-
corne hid!en the American Presbyter-
ian Church, and the fareweil meeting, in
St. James street Methodist Chut-ch. bIt
is netedless to say thiat Dr. Jenkins'

addres of 'velcome was in perfect accord
with the object of the gathering, and
that the informai remarks which it elicit-.
e-I in reply ftom delegates in attendance
made an Impression on tie ininds and
bearts of many that will flot soon be
effaceti. As fbr the final nieetinc, for
leave-taking,, it was just grand. ifhere
were certainiy flot lewer than 3,000.
pet-sons present who remnained, as though
spell-bound, tili the close of tIse meetiuc'
-within a tèw minutes of eleven o'clocZ
at nigt-an exceptional exbibit'tn of
propriety and patience on the part of a
Montreal audience, we may remark in
passing, explained, perhaps idiomati-
cally, by the playfui expression of one
of the speakers,-"6 It is not every nigtit
that we kili a pig."

Then there was, of course, a great deal
of that for which the Conference was
oetensibly convened, namely, TIHE READ-
INGO0F LEARNE» PAPERS on a variety
of subjects, but it woulti be wrongr to
take it for granteti that the audiences
before wbotn they were read were su
large as tbe excellence ot the literary en-
tertainments would have justified. It
vas not; until the last davs of the Con-
ference that their attractive power vas
manifested, althougb then iL was appar-
ent and gratifyingý,. It is not necessary
that we do more than ailude, andi that
briefly, to the names of' those delegates
from distant parts who came to the front,
as it were, andi gave tone andi character
to the General Conference. Conspicuions
among these vas Dr. John Hall, one of
the ablest divines of the day, the pastor
of the largest andi moot influential Pres-
byterian congrgtion in New York. lie
is ari Irishman bybirth and education,
of conmmanding presence, possessed of
lluency and eloquence beyond niost nmen,
-int yet, whose chief exctllenev is bis
inaffecteti simplicity and great é'arnest-

ness. Dr. Hall's atidresses were deli-
vered extewporaneously. Dr. Phillip
Sebaff of the Germaii Reformed Chut-ch,
also of New York, is a German by birth,
eminent as a theologiaRn andi linn'ust. la
acknowledgment ofaccomplisheàscholar-
ship, he holds the position of chairman of
the American branch of the Bible re-
vision cooemittee. He is a voluminous
writer, and, although weil stnicken in
years, is stihi a vigorous thinker. Front
such a man, who has examined every


