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judge recurring to the samie subjeet. "I
think that the practice of conveyancers
has settled a great deal of law. I put
this case on the practice of conveyancers,
and 1 ama not sorry to hcave this oppor-
tnnity of stating my opinion that great
weight should be given to that practîce."

UJpon questions of titi0 this practice bas
received very clear and express j odicial
and legislative sanction iii the Province of
Ontario. The Quieting Tities Act per-
xnits the court to receive and act upon any
evidence which tbe practice of English
conveyancers anthorizes to be received on
an investigation of titie out of court
(sec. 9). By the general orders in Chan-
cery, the vendor is to afford the purchaser
ail the means of verifying the abstract in
bis power, in the mnanner and accordinig to
practice usual with conveyancers (G. 0.
394).

One of the characteristic points of dis-
tinction between conveyancers, evidence
and that ordinarily adduced in courts of
justice is adverted to by Strong, V.C. in
Re Higgins, 19 Gr. 310. 1'In weighîng
the sufficiency of evidence, the practice of
conveyancers ia more strict,-jn determin-
ing thbe admisibility-more lax, than. that
of courts of justice." Another exception
was commented on by Mowat V.O. in
Brady v. Walls, 17 Gr. 700, as to the ad-
missibility of affidavita in establishing
questions of fact arising between vendor
and purchaser. The Vice-Chancellor there
adopta the language of Lee on Abstracts,
where it ià said that a purchaser nay be
often compelled to coniplete a contract up-
on evidence which would flot enable hira
te recover the estate in an adverse suit
against a hostile party in possession.

The Législature of Ontario has sought
te remove this anomaly to Borne extent
by declaring that many pieces of evidence
heretofore well recognized as satisfactory
in the practice of tbe profession, as be-
tween vendor and purchaser, shall like-
'wise be evidence in the litigated proceed.

ings at law against hostile parties in posses-
sion: 39 Vict. cap. 29, secs. 1, 7. The
important question, as to the principla
upon whlich the court ivili deal witb evi-
dence on summary applications, under this
act to obtaîn the opinion of the court in
respect to requisitions or objections (s. 3)
recently arose before Vice-Chancellor
Blake. Hie laid it down that tbe evi-
deuce sauctioned by conveyancers' prac-
tice, was sufficient, and that answers given
upon matters of fact by mneans of statutory
declarations, were in effect, evidence upon
Nvhich the court would act in compelling
the completion of a purchase. These
déclarations have now lost their voluntary
character, and bave now acquired the force
of affidavits by virtue of tbe Dominion
Statute, 37 Vict. c. 37. This was one
of the objections commnonly urged aga .inat
tbe admissibility of tbese declarations as
evidence: the other ivas that of their un-
satisfactory character, because mnade te
serve a purpose and -exparte. This is
however a question of degree, and if the
statements are by well-known persons,
who are disinterested, and who have from
their age and circumstances spécial means
of knowing the facts, and if their state-
mente are flot only uncontradicted, but
corroborated by other statemente it was
laid down that according to the fractions
of conveyancers, the ansivers so made te
the objections and requisitions were suffi-
cient.

LA W SOCIETY 0F ONTARIO.-

MICHAELMÂ&s TERM, 1876.

The following is the resumé of the pro-
ceedings of the Benchers during tbis terni,
published by authority:

Motda y, 201h November, 1876.
Hon. Stephen Ricbards, Q.C., was

elected Chairman to preside in convoca-
tion, the death of the Hon. John Hill-
yard Cameron, Q.C., having caused a


