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pather kuovledge of our Ontario ferus, vere Polypodium (iuclud-
ing -Phgopiers) . a geaus in which the indusium is wanting,
Aspidium and Asprnùm.

It vas vith no small curiosity that, 1 set out next season to
search for feras in Ontario. 1 began in May and by the end of
june had got 17 species. 1 found, hovever, that a beginuer cau
ueldom be certain of identification until the frond is iu fruit.
For instance, 1 got a young fera early in June vhoee froud

aeedin both directions, the pinuae longeit in the middle and
sorteaing gradually above aud beiow. 1 made sure it must be

the New York Fera and transpianted saine to a pot in my
window stand. 1 was avay adiuthe suaer, but my plants veu
cared for and on my return 1 found my New York Fem (Mspidium
.sowboraawse) with the known contrariety of things taken for
grauted bad fruited out into a Silvery Spleenvort (Aspimium
gheypferoidts). Mistakes like this axe bound to occur in the cs
of a begiuner, and mre species more than ordiuarily variable
defy identification even by an expert until lu fruit. In the case
of the Silvery Spleenvort, hovever, an experienced eye will have
uo difficulty lu determinig; for it is covered on stipe aud
rhachisvith white somewbat bristly haire, vhile the New York
Fem is perfectiy smooth and the stipe itseif is mach more
ilender.

Altogether my flrst season yielded me MO species, and more
bours, days and weeks of solid enjoyment than anyone eau be
avare of vho has never colected feras. For net, only are thev
beautifu ni n themmelves but their haunts aud homes are among
the mout charmiug in ail nature. Feras lu their native sur-
roandings are far more than feras lu themaelves, even though
tbe charrn of surroundingu. if net due to the feras, as alvays
enhanced by them. Emerson's "Each and AIl" viii remlud you.
boy subtie and boy complex a tblug is enviroument. But even
a fmi lun itaelf is a thing of besuty snd a joy forever; and to the
collector vho cares to press and mount specimens of our native
feras, there is no plant that yields anyth:ing like as good results.
Floveriug plants vhen pzese geuer-aliy lose their nataral
colouirs and always their distinctive outiue and shape; feras on
the other baud if carefullyr pressed retain their natural gree
uuchanged and are vith few exceptions fiat and groving in a
singie plaue-ready pressed, so to sy, by Nature. A green fem
veli mouuted on a sheet of vhite paper or cardboard is a delight
to the eye and lu the grey days of vinter a pleasaut remnder of
summers golden prime.

Mdy fiait collectlg ground vas lu the uegbrOof Port
Hope, a iimestoue district but vith almost no rock, the limesone
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