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CHAPTER IIL

The scason of my arrival in Canada, was not rne of a nature to
impress me favorably with the scenery near which my infant days
hud been cradled.  Tie waters of the Nizgara looked eold, dark,
and sullen. The banks, high, and in many parts precipitous,
were yet unclothed with verdure.  The teees of a gray aud dinay
culor, were without even the promise of a leaf, and, m short, the
whale aspect of the country was monotonous and cheerless to a
degree ; while, ta crown all that was unfaverable in the pictare,
the roads were in a coudition little better than those over which {
had travelled between Utica and Syracuse.

Along this voad, and amid a scenery such as I have deseribed,
1 accompanied a'party from the residence of a younger brother,
then member for the town of Niagar, in order to behold the re-
I;:l!edly greatest wonder of the world—the Fulls. In these me-
thought there would be ample recompeuse for every miitor dis<
appatment, and that tho grandeur of the surrounding country
would, in some measure, harmomze with the immensity of water,
the dull roaringsof which became, at cach moment of my approuch
1o them, more andible and distinet.  The glowing descriptions
which I had read in the publications of modern tourists, and par-
ticularly that of Fanny Kemble, had led me to suppose that a
sentiment of mingled awe and admiration, would have been
excited on my first view of the mighty torrent—I confess I was
disappointed. I felt admiration, but acknowledged no awe. I
had expected to sce the mass of water tumbling, foaming, from
somethung like a height, and threatening, at every moment, to
enshroud the spectator in one huge sheet of prismatic spray, and
to plunge him 1nto the vortex which formed its bed 3 whereas, on
g‘ammg ths table rock I remarked, a few feet below me, a large
tlat sheot of water, that gurglcd, and hissed, and lashed itself into
fury at its immediate point of descent, but which, as far as the
eye could reach above, presented an almost unbroken uniformity
of surface. Itis this want of imegularity, added to the absence of
corresponding scenery, that robs the Falls, in my estimation, of
much of the imposing grandeur that etherwise attaches to them.—
What would not be the cffeet upon the mind and the imagina-
tion, if tho vast volumeof water that necessarily lashes the gimntic
ruck, were to come bounding and leaping down amid the chain
of Pyrencan mountaius, the caps of which are so often lost in ihe
dense clouds which overhang them. Then, indeed, might the
never-saled eye acknowledge that nothing of grandcur or sub-
limity could be found in pature to surpass them.

But, although my first approach to the Falls was not marked by
these aslomuﬁng sensations declared to be inscparable from a
sudden proximity to so vast and so maguificent a sheet of water,
I confuss that the longer I lingered near them, the more was I
filled with astonishment at their immensity.  From the firstcrea-
tioa of the wrld this vast tide of fresh and impetuous water had,
in all probability, continued to pour forth its mighty strength into
tho boiling cauldon below, and yet the predominant (ecling of the
spectator 18 a desire 10 comprehend whence are derived the ab-
solute scas which in cndless successien leap, hiss, reel, dance,
and then as it were recovering themselves from the dizziness pro-
duced by their fall, move rapidly ou tothe whirlpool, where being
subject to the same rapid and rotatory motion, they at length issue

urificd and calm and after mingling with the waters of the great
ke Ontario, pursuc their onward course throngh the St. Law-
tence, and fmally empty themselves into the Ocecan—And
wheace indeed, and where the sourve of that incomprehensible

volume of fr-sh water, unimpregnated with one saline partticle 2
True it comes innnediately frumm Lake Erie—~from Lakes St. Clair,
and Huron beyoud that, and origiuull{ from the myjestic Superior
itself; but how, again, are these fed?  Unsupplied fiom other
sources of conumensurate magaitude, a few short years would sufs
ficetodrain oftthe whole of the waters of those lakes,and yetsomys-
terionsly renewed are they that, instead of any declination of the
rivers of the West, I, »iter an absence of nearly twenty-five years,
found that they had every where overstepped their former boun-
daries, and, in some instances, even had s“‘cl;l away dwelling-
houses once familiar to my infaney, and which I looked for in
vain.  Whence, then, 1 repeat, does this great and incomnprehen-
stble mass of living waterderive its being 7 ‘The only true answcr
is ta be found in the following extract fiom a work, entitled
“Christinn Philosophy,” by Dick, which fully explains the
phenomenon :—

* Water has been ascertained to be a compound body, formed by
the union of two different kinds of awr, oxyen und hydrogen. It has the
property of becoming, in certain cases, much bghier than air ; though in
its natural liquid state it is eight hundred tunes heavier than that fluid,

and has also the property of afierwasds resuming its natural weighe. |

Were it not for this property, evaporation could not be produced ; and,
consequently, no clouds, rain, or dew, could be formed, to water and
fertilize the ditferent regions of the earth.  But, in consequence of this
wonderful property, the ocean becomes an inexhaustible cistern to our
world. From its expansive surface are extracied those vapors which sup-
ply the rivers, and nousish the vegetable productions of every land. ¢ 'The
air and the sun,’ says au clegant writer, ¢ consutute the mighty engiue,
which works without internsission to raise the lipmd trensure ; while the
clouds serve as so many aqueducts to convey them along the atmosphere,
and distribute them at scasonable periods, aud in egular proportions,
through all the regions of the globe.” .

«“ Notwithstanding the propetties now.stated, motiok 08 3057l reduived,
to secure all the advantages we now deave from the liguid element.  Had
the whole mass of waters been in a stagnant state, a thousand inconvenie
ences and disastrous consequences would have ensued.  But the All-wise
Creator hias impressed upon its various nasses a circulating motion which
preserses its purity, and widely extends its beneficiatinfluence.  Therills
pour their liquid stores into the rivers, the rivers roll their watery trea-
sures into the occan ; the waters of the ocean, by a vibratory motion, roll
backwards and forwards every twelve hovrs, amd by means of ?:rcms and
the force of rivers, arc kept in constant agitation. By the solar heat, a
portion of these waters is carried up into the atmozphere, and, in the forin
of clouds, is conveyed Ly the winds over vanious regions, ull it descends
in rain and dew to supply the springs which run among the hills ; so that
there is a constant motion and circulation of the watery element, that it
many serve as our agent for carrying on the various proccesses of nature,
and for ministering to the wants of man and beost.

“In fine, were the waters in o perpetual stav: of stagnation, the filth of
populous citics would be accumulated to a most unwholesorac degree ; the
air would be filied with putrid exhalations,and the vegetable tribes would
languishand dic.  Were they deprived of the propeny of being cvapo-
rated (in which state they occupy a space sixteen hundred times geeater
than in their liquid state) rain and dew could never be produced, and the
carth would be turned intoa * dry and parched willerness®; neither for
use -+ our clothes, when washed, could not be dried ; and a vanety of com-
mon opesationg, which now conduce to our conveivence and confost,
could nrver be carricd on.  But the infinite wisdom of the Creator, fore.
secing all the effects which conld probably arise from these principles of
natute, has effectually provided against such disasters, by aranging oii
things in number, weight, and measare, to subserve the benefcal ailsfor
which they were ordatned.”

In accordance with the system atove propourded, it is pro-
bable that, by reason of the exemption of the waters of America
from that brckishness whicli is often tv be discovered in rivulets
and rivers which empty thamnselves into the sea, the lnkes per-
formn, for their own tributary streams, what ccean itself does for
other pants of the world. “The evaporation which rolls back-
wwards and re-supplies their sources, comes from the vast lakes
themselves, the currents of which are even less powerful than
those of the Atlantic, and are consequemly more predhisposed tothu
evaporating process.  That the Iakes themselves are voluminous
cnongh to purvey, in the manner above shown, to their own sus~
tenance, will be evident to the Ewmopean reader from the follow-
ing statistics:—

o Lake Superior is 400 miles long, 80 wide, 900 fect deep, and con.
tains 23,000 squarc miles. It i3 594 feet nbove tie Jevel of tide water.

« Lale Michiyan is 220 milces long, €0 miles wide, 1,000 fect decp
and 578 fcet above the tide water. It containg 22,000 squzre miics.



