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faws,and human authoritysteptints the high These are questions which ought to lead
place of Divine, Govornment civil and Christians with great curnestness to lln?
sacred, was only another word for despo- throne of grace; and religion in its simplicis
tism, aud the roward-of righteous remon- ty and purity ought to bo lield up with fresh
strance was, fire and dungeon, sword and zeal to the gnzo of the morally henighted.

wh! I you possessed, entered dnily into
thy closet, and prayed to thy father who
sceth in secret § or has the closet been o
neglected shrine ? or if not totally neg-
lected, has it been visited rather as a bribe

‘to conscience, than as a place where you

rack.

The Pope has recently made un ate

But the human mind is now measurably tempt (o establish the Romish hicrarchy,
. arcused to thought in all cnlightened with ull its attondunt pageantry, in Eug-‘

lends; and mon are beginning to ask by land. ‘Theectforthasconvulsed thcnntion;'
what rule of heaven, of nature, or of jus-'pub]ic mecetings have been hield in all quar-
tice, they are bound to waive all title 10 ters, and the doctrines of popery have re-,
think and act like intelligent beings, and ceived the unequivecal stunp of disappro- |
to tamely submit themselves to tho capri- bation. But these expressions of pubiic

‘expected to meet God, and wrestle with
i for Llessings promised in answer to

{prayer ¢

Again: Ilave you absented yourselves
from the stated meetings of the church?
has your voice racly been hoard in praycr
within the conseerated walls of the sanc-
tuney 1 Las the heart of him whom you
call your pastor, and the souls of those
whom ye call by the name of brethren in

cious dictation of crafty politicians, and as-
. piring ecclesiastics. A war has begun

condemnation have reached Oaford as well ,the Lord, been tried and pained i view
as Rome, and the emphatic voice which of your indifference to the cluims of Christ

upon the earth, that cannot soon terminate. , repudiates transubstantiation, and salvation
We hear from time to_time of bristling by priests and “sueraments,”” when pro-

bayonets, of roaring musketry, of thun-

:mulgulcd by Romunists,equally deprecutes

and the interests of perishing men? Look
‘back upon all the church and prayer
1meetings of 1850, and tell us how ofien
the recording angel who keeps the book

dering cannon, of piles of human beings it when promulgated by high Churchmen. | of Gud, that must one duy be opened be-

* left dead on bloody fields; but these arc
but the external symbols of the conflict.

Itis a war of mind with mind! Usurpn- state church; but an occasion has arisen ,book?

"The people it is seen, were only winking
‘at the monstrous oblequities of their own

fore you, how often has he written ulbsent
opposite yourname? Would it not, reader,
be a fearful thing for you to look into that
But itis done, it cannot be recalled:

tion is constrained to meet birth-right free- to give body to their honest convictions, jabsent! " assext!! ABSENT!!! is in.
dom face to face, and astho love of freedom and one long, loud u:terance of condem. scribed upon the annals of the past, noted

can never be slain by ball or bayonet, we
aro shut up to the conclusion, thut the end
is not yet.

Wiile we deprecate the ravages of
bloody strife, we cunnot close our eyes to
the instruction which such scenes impart.
They are impressive signs of the times.
‘The upheavingsin society tell of a mighty
power beneath the surface—a power which
can no longer remain quiescent, whic',
although again and ugain checked, will
and must ultimately rise in its strength, and
banish the last shred of despoti~ power
fromtheearth. But whatasolemnthought
is connected with these considerations. The
principles which will bring wen out from
systerns of civil tyranny, will most assur-
edly also bring them out from those hoary
ecclesiastical hierarchies where the intelli-
gence i8 insulted, and the conscience en-
slaved. Of this we have evidence in the
present condition of the inhabitants of
Rome. French guns and swords have
placed the Pontiff once more in his chair
of state; but all the powers of the earth
could not again place him in the affections
of the people, nor lead multitudes of them
to respect a religion seen to be at war with
human freedom. But where will those
chaffed spirits find a place of repose?
This is the trying question! Will they
find rest in Christ, or will they plunge
headlong into the dark abyss of infidelity ?

nation reverberates through the .land.
Surely such signs of the tines are instruc-
tive. Men are at_least locking back to
independence.

Time, inits undeviating onward course,
has brought us to the commencement of
another annual period. ~Yes, another year
of our frail and brief existence on the earth
is past. Its pleasures, its pains, its joys,
its sorrows, all swallowed up in the mighty
embrace of the past. How appropriate
the season to calm and solid reflection.

Let us, then, briefly review the past,
the usreturnable past; and see, whe.her
on examination, our improvement has
corresponded with our privileges, and whe-
ther we are furnished with a preseat evi-
dence that we are “in the faith.” And
we would ask each render as a first point
Pof self-examination, Have you steadfustly
honoured God in your family? If you
have neglected the fumily alter, and re-
tired to rest night ufter night without cra.

to your household, if noconsecrated shrine
has been found within your dwelling, and
no voice of prayer or praise has been
heard to ascend to heaven from hearts and
voices around your hearth, if the time of
the offering up of the morning or evening
sacrifice hus been unmarked by any re-
membrance or acknowledgement of God,
yours is a dark account. Again: have you
during the past year neglected your clo-
sets? Lovk back reader; Jook back,have you
faithfully, earnestly, and with joy corres-

pondent to the magnitude of the previlege

ving the divine protection to be extended !

in the everlasting records of heaven ! Do
you say, that the reason of each absence
is also known in heaven. Ah! yes rea.
der, the reason is known; and if the reason
shall be found to abide the fiery test of the
judgment, all will be well; but if it will
not, the fact that it is known, will only
annex a terrible horror to the word ad-
sent. Now in view of time past, and
eternity at hand, what says conscience
about your reasons? Again: have ‘you
been diligent in discharging your pecu-
niary obligations? Obligations as binding
as prayer and praise; the neglect of which
is just as withering to the soul as the neg-
lect of any other duty. The man who
neglects to sustain the cause of God,
wlen the thing is possible, perils his own
soul as much as the man who neglects his
closet; or rather furnishes as much evi.
dence as does the prayerless soul, that he
has another god besides the Lord, and
jthat there is a radical, and, it is to be
feared fotal defect in his heart. His head
may be right; he may understand well
the scheme of redemption, and appreciate
its beauty, but what has he to do with the
glory which it reveals, if he does nothing
save what he is obliged to do to sustain it
upon the earth ? !ﬁwe we all discharged
our solemn obligations to God on this
point ?

We might speak of exhibitions of a Sa.
viour’s love; of the incentives of the truth;
and the drawings end teachings of the
Holy Spirit; but you remember it all !
Examine yourself in its light.

Woe have had few revivals of religion,
during the past year! What influence

has this upon our hearts and lives ?
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