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best telescope six or seven hundred
stars were discovered; but what a
wearincss of the eye to distinguish
these and to keep themn apart, and to
avoid regarding the mere illusions with
wvhich Nve are ail familiar in attenipting
to scan the hieavens. A sensitive plate
exposed for an hour wvill show twice as
rnany stars, In four hours the number
revealcd has been counted to be 2,326.
Observations are sornetinies taken last-
ing a whole night, and even during suc-
cessive nights, though one finds it hard
to believe in the accuracy of the dlock-
work and the manipulation which will
enable this to be donc with the requis-
ite precision. The civilizcd counitries
have undertaken to map the whole hea-
yens, and twenty telescopes in différent:
parts of the world are constantly en-
gaged upon the task. Stars can be now
seen in diverse conditions of develop-
ment, but to compare their conditions
and relative positions at one time witlh
those at another, can be only imper-
fectly donc in one generation. Suchi
changes take place in hundrcds of
years, thousancis of years. cycles of, ta
us, infinite duration. Froi-n ail this
mapping we may lcarn somcthing, but
the hope faintly and fondly cherished is
tlîat generations ta corne may learn
more. -ontreal glitiiess.

THE COLORED METHODISTS.

A REMARKCABLE GATHERING AT
ECUINENICAL cONFERENcE,

WASHINGTON.

TH E

The colored Methodists of Wash-
ington have a Metropolitan church of
thein own. All the delegates were in-
vitcd to a neception in that churcli on
Friday evening. it wvas a surprise to
mast of us to find that the colorcd
people had such a splendid and spa-
cious church, langer than the edifice ini
which the sessions of the Conference
arc held. 0f ail the meetings held dur-
ing aur stay in Washington this wvas the
nnost memorable, the most enjoyable,
and the iost enthusiastic, The simple

fiact that the most distinguished preach-
crs, authors *and aidministrators in
Blritish and Arnerican c\Itliodisii wverc
there as the guests of tic colored
people, îvhere Uic latter ivere directing
the exercises of the occasion, wvas an
event that niarl<ed an era in thc history
of the tipward march of the African
in Anîcrica. There w'as a large aigdi-
ence. and a good array of doctors and
bishops, mien af unmistakable force,
wvhose ebony faces gave evidence that
they were untaintcd with white blood.
The effect produced on the delegates
by the eloquence of sorte of these
black aratars and the -are music of the
choir, accornpanied by the giand organ,
is utteily indescribable. The singing
by a large colortd choir wvas thrilling,
exceeding in sweetncss and saftness
anything 1 have ever heard. The
speaking of thc white gucsts wvas excel-
lent; but that of the colored speakers
toak the audience by starm. Rev. L.
Copping, of Philadeiphia, gave tic ad-
dress of welcomne. it wvas full of thaught,
foi-cible and wvitty. No mnere gushing
declamnatian, but markcd by words of
wisdom. 1 ivas particularly struck by
one rernark. H-le said the North Arn-
enican Indian had failed to appropniate
the life and civilization of his environ-
ment; and was dying out ; but that the
negro race had appropriatcd the life of
bis times, and livcd and progrcssed up-
ward and onward. Dr. J. C. Pnice is
also a prince among orators of African
blood. He clothed noble thoughts in
vivid and picturesque language, and
illunîinatcd the Nvholc by flashes of Nvit
and hiunior that werc pcrfectly irresisti-
ble. 1 neyer saw an audience wrougt
up into fervid enthusiasm in fic îvay
the delegates and visitons of that audi-
ence wvcre stirred by these addresscs.
it wvas the whi1tc part of the audience
that displayed the most excitement.

And yct there was a dccl) underione
of seriaus feeling pcnvading the whole
proccedi.gs. Laughter and tears wene
blended. One colored singer sang a
solo îvith wonderful effec';t. It was a
powerful neligious appeal. I1av never


