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But there is a fact of immense importance as iespects the physital and
naental constitution of mnan whiclî is exhilbited lu the sleeping state. That
to which I allude is the great fact that the mid, if it bc spiritual, cau
exist, and does sometinmes exist independent of the body ; and if it ha
inaterial, that the intelctual faculties eau exorcise thecir appropriate
powers independent of the corporal functions. I know that there are
sceptical philosophers in cvery country Nvlho do not believe ia a future
existence, anîd thiat thiere have been such in cvcry age. Such wore the
Sadduceos anong the Jews, and such were and are Epicuras and bis fol-
lowers, even ini our days, whio have and do dcuy thc irnnortality of the
soul. I know, too, thiat thiere are mcn who dlaiml to bc athicists, but these
-only constitute exceptions to, the mass. Thecy hiave neyer eoinposed the
inajority in any country. They are exceptions to the mass of ien which
ike tic exceptions to a general ruie, it is said, prove the existence of sirch

rule. Thecy are mcii whiose cxtrcnie, caution induces them. to, withhold
their asseat to the truth of auy proposition ivhich is not susceptible of
demoustration ; but 1 illust bc perrnitted to declare that I douht wbether
that mnan lives -%vlîo in the early part of his life did not believe in a future
existence. It is by losing ourselves in the mazcs of whiat is ealled reason-
ing thiat we soinetinies hecoute uubelicvers in mnatters -whichl are palpable
to meiî of plain coinmnon senso.

Another cireunîstance which rendors a, future existence probable, is the
fact, that there is implaated lu thc breast of cvery humnan beirig a desire
for the continuance o? his existence. Nothing strikes the mind with sucli

awithcring and shilling horror as the thoughlt of annihilation. Tho
prospect o? future calainities, pain and inisery ecau bo ondured, but the
dreadful appreéhension, ifalling, into nioughit-" prostratse ail human forti-
tuide, and subdues tho stoutest and most obduratc, heart.
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We must die alone. To the very verg,ýe of flic streami our friends inay
aceompany us; thcy mnay bond over us, thoqy înay cling to us thiere, but
that oie, long wave froni thue sca, of eternity ivashcs up to the lips, swceps
us fron the shore and we g forth, alone! 1 I that untried and utter
-solitude, t'ien, whlat can thoère ho for us but the pulsation of that assur-
ance-" I aiu not alone, because thc Father is wvith me 1"

"Y270


