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SUGGESTIONS TO COUNTRY TEACUHERS. - 37

Seat pupils by divigions when practicable. The little folks
especially appreciate advancement by change from Primary to
Middle division. There is something tangible about this advance-
ment that they understand.

Have as few classes as will at all meet the demands of the
school. Twenty recitations per day should be the very outside
limit. No teacher can do justice to move, especially if the classes
are large. Sometimes the teacher is compelled to hear more.
Do thorough work at all hazards. Alternate one or two of the
advanced classes if necessary. A careful study of the work
will often enable the teacher to combine classes by plauning
a little extra work for the brightest members. Too much care
cannot be exercised in the organization of the school.

Teach the English language. I wish to emphasize this. Read-
ing (and kindred branches studied in learning to read, write and
spell good English) and arithmetic are basal branches in our
~ountry school work. The “Three R’s are still athigh premium
and should be. Arithmetic will readily command attention.
More trouble will arise in presenting English. Make special
effort here. Avoid teaching nothing but rules and diagrams. To
learn to use the English language we must READ IT, WRITE IT,
8PEAK IT. Do this work whether they finish books or not.

Abstracts should be prepared from time to time with great care.
The teacher should select some interesting story or incident (not
too long), read it to the class or school and question them upon
it thoroughly, so that each ope shall be able to recall all the prin-
cipal points. The pupils should then be required to write the
story in their own language, using scratch books or ¢>mmon
writing paper. Befure copying, the pupils should carefull; revise
the work, correcting all mis-spelled words, observing that capitals
and punctuation marks are properly used and that the work is
properly paragraphed. When this is done the abstract should be
copied on paper of uniform size. Too much care cannot be taken
with this work, for if it is properly followed it will produce great
results in the dovelopment of lamrguage. These also show the
pnpil’s standing. -

As helps in language, let the teacher write down all incorrect
expressions used in school and give them to the pupils once a
week, or better still, let the pupils pick up incorrect expressions
and correct them. We learn to do by doing. Also make skeletons
of stories and let the pupils combine the words.



