
SIMOESTIONS TO COUNTftY TEACHERS. 3

Seat pupils bY divisions when practicable. The littie folks
especially appreciate advancement by change from IPrimary to,
Middle division. There is something tangible about this advance-
ment that they understand.

Have as few classes as will at ail meet the demands of the
t3chool. Twenty recitations per day should be the very outE;ide
limit. No toacher can do justice to more, especially if' the classes
are large. Sometimes the teacher is compelled to hear more.
Do thorough work: at ail hazards. Alternate one or two of the
advancedl classes if niecessary. A careful study o f the -%vork:
wiII often enable the teacher to combine classes by planning
a littie extra work for the brightest members. Too much care
cannot be exercised in the organization of' the sehool.

Teach the English language. 1 wish to emphasize this. Read-
ing (and kindrcd branches studied in Iearning to read, write and
speli good English) and arithmetic are basai branches in our
'iountry sohool work. The "ThreeiR's are stili at high premium
and should be. Arithmetic will readily command attention.
More trouble will arise in presenting Engllsh. Make special
effort here. Avoid teaching nothing but rules andi diagramns. To
learn to use the English lnguage we MUSt READ IT, WRITE IT,
SPEA2K IT. Do this work whether they finish books or not.

Abstracts should be prepared fri'o tîme to time with great care.
The teacher should select somne interesting story or incident (not
too long), read it to the class or school and question them upon
it thoroughly, so that each ope shall be able to recaillail the prin-
cipal points. The pupils shoultd thten be required to write the
story in their own language, using scratch books or c mmon
writing paper. IBefore copying, the pupils should carefulb, revise
the work, correcting ail mis-spelled words, observing that capitale,
and punctuation marks are properly used'and that the work is
properly paragraphed. When this is done the abstract should be
copied on paper of uniform, size. Too much care cannot be taken
with this work, for if it is properly followed it will produce great
resuits h± the dovelopment of laiïguage. These also show the
pnpil's standing.

As helps in language, let the teacher write down aIl incorrect
expressions used in schooi and give them to the pupils once a
week, oi, better stili, let the pupils pick up incorrect expressions
and correct them. We learu to do by doing. Also make skeietons
of stories and let the pupils combine the words.
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