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TGc the kSecre'aries of the U~p.prC,~& il 3c.

Dz)EÂR SmRs,-Pern1 it- me tlirough you to express my gratitude to the
Society for their valuablo grant of Testaments and Portions of Soriptures,
for our Mission work on the Welland canal. On that very important field
I have the opportuity not only of supplyig the brave sailor, but also the
wayfarer and industrious immigrant on Ià way to the land of the settrng Sunl
frolin the different countries of Burôpe, with the preclous words of eternal
Mie in their own language. It is gratifying to receive their expressions of
thanksgiving on tho roceipt of the Iîeavenly treasure. As to many, it ie the
flrst timne they have poasessed a portion of the Holy Seriptures, corning,
as niany of theni do, from Roman:Catliolic countries. It is not our privilege
f0 wit.ness the growth and developmlent of the preclous seed, but it is ours to
80w in hope beside ail waters, and doubtleas we ril reap if we faint not
The Past year of our labour bas been cheered 'witli manifold indications of
good amiongst our sailors. Permit nic to give one instance. One afternoon
on board of a vessel, I got into convErsation witli a young muai at the wlieel;
after a pleasant salutation lie said, dont you renieniber ine getting a Bible
froin youitast ,.ear? Isaid ithad escapedmineinury Well, lie reinark-ed,
after I left the canal 1 went down to New York; 7lile: waiting for a vessel.
I boarded wvithi a widow and lier daugliter, who showed me great kindness,
and as a tokeni of gratitude, ais I had nothing else to give, I gave the Bible
fo the ci.,lzlter ere 1 went to sea. On my returu after a two or three
inonthis' voyige. l called. upon themn again. In conversati on, the daugliter
fold ine that quite a change liad taken ýlace witli lier silice 1 left, by reading
the Bible; if had been blest to lier soul, ald. thiat now she was a memuber of
a Christian Cliurch, and would like mie tu go and hiear lier ninister. 1 went,
and was miucli pleasedl; but, lie added, 1 gave away the Bibl1e, and 1 needed
it as inuchi as any one myzelf, for I arn a prodigal. Son. WVe liad a very inte-
resting crnversation, and may we not hiope that lie also vrill be brouglit back
t-, his Father's house to share the blessing he liad, as it wvere, uiiconsciously
conveyed to another. In carryixîg on the work, 1 find the portions of -the
Sèriptures very useful, tliey are convenlient for the pocket, often read wlîen a
larger book wvould be laid aside, aud. have, in muniierous instances, led the
reader t(;purclîase the w]îole Bible. As an evidence of this, 1 sold M5 Bibles
durixg the season of navigation last year, and son-e under v -ery liopeful cir-
cuinstances. Une evening 1 went iinto a cabin, and the stewardess said she
wvould like to gct a good Bible fopr lier brother. 1 lîad une that suîted, which
she purchased, and after a long conversation on lier personal state, and
standing before God, aime deeply regretted. lier past life of f olly and sin. IL
vrged lier fo corne at once to J'esus. Sîxe in tearful earnestness asked, do you
thinli lie will take mie 'i 1 said yes, for lie says so in bis own word:- "Ulimn
that coinethi to nie 1 -will in no wise at ont.» She was enabled to corne and
cast herseif lpon hini wlio receitcth 3inwers. After lier soul f ound rest on
Jesus, ghe said, mîow I will keep, that Bible for mny8oîf, for 21 think it would
be vei'y Nwicked îîot to have a B3ible, and niot to read it. Truly the eutranoe
oif Gad's ivord giveth. liglit, it givoth understanding to the simple. Trusting
that this blessed word. nay have frec course and be glorified.

Iremiain,
Your fellow labourer,

THiOS. ]3oxn,
St. Catharines, May 6tlî, 1871, ,Sailor> Miuiiary.

COLPORTAGE LABOUR IN THE 1NORTHI.

The field of toil'to -which the labours of our colporteur ini the ilew and
sparsely settled portioni of the country embraced. in the foloNving report, is
one towards which the attexÂtic.nl of our Society has been for several niontha


