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came to the etdgc of a rapidl strcarn, about 30 fcct ivide, and uniford-
able. Thie going on the banks of this wvas a littie better, and after
aniother liaif mile %vc got on to souii<ler grouind, and amiongst Ilighi
tiniber agaiin. It was a terrib)le iiiuskcg, and the thouglit of haviug
to go baclc througli it friglitencd us. Que could not tell hiow dccp)
it was iii p)laccs, and always c.xpcctcd to go ovcrhcead every stcp.
Tie roots of the alders, too, miade it vcry difficult %valkimg. WC fol-
iowcd thec trail for anotiier mile or two tlîrouglh foi-cst, but saw
notliîg but occasional scraps of clothiing or hle. It wvas v'cry uer-
vous work, for wc cxpected to bc shiot at every minute, and could
flot sec more tliau 40 or 5o yards aliead, so, as wc hiaf only a sniall
party of scouts, we rcturncdl to the main bodly. 'fli Gencral de-
cidcd miot to follow~ any fartdier. on1 accounit of îlhe dlanger of hiaving
the mnuiskcg iii our rear. I t was probable tliat we liad beemi ale to
crosS because the wintcr ice \Vas onilv thaNwed olut abolit two fe.t iii
<lcptli, but, of course, it wvould 1c conitinuallv getting lecl)cr. and1

xniglit bccotiie quite iiîpassable. \Ve, tiierefore, returned by the
wvay wc liad coic to Fort Pitt.

\\e foîînid tlîat Gencral Strange hadl gone uiiii a north-westerlv
-dircctionî, 1)ast Frog Lake andi the ]3cavcr river. to Col(] Lake. and
reportccl tlxat lie liafi information ab)out Big Bear's band. Genceral
Middlcton, tlîcreforc, dcterinciid to go wvitl ail the inounited mien to
reiuîforce liii, and w~e startefi ou this tril ou tlie i,3th June. The
grass hiad uîow grown, and w~as up to our hiorses' bcllies, anti so
th%.ick tlîat it wvas w'itlî difficulty one coniti force a w'ay tlîrouigh it.
WViin it drics ii thic autunînii, to be cauglit iii a prairie fire would
l)e very dangerous. Iu the carly part of flhc campaigu we' ivere in
several prairie lires, but thie grass hiat been s0 bca-tcn down by the
wiutcr tlîat thie flames neyer rose to a dangerous liciglit. Our path,
hiowcvcr, soou led us out of the grass country into the thick forest
tA'L pines, firs, bircli, maple, andi poplar, Nvliicli stretchies fromn Lake
Winnipeg, or even Hudson's Bay, to the Rockics. It is curious
wlîat an enormnous extent of tlîis couîtrv lias been niouîdeti bv bea-
vers, andi liow lasting their. îvork is. Our way lay for flic nîost part
-ilong beaver damns, wilîi crossed every liollowv. the trees al)0ve it
bcing killed out by the water. Iui most cases, liowcver, the lamns
werc 01(1 andi cuit througlî, hiaving to be britigeti witli trunks, w'hilst
wlîcre thîe beaver pools hiat been were uîoîv narrow uîîarslîy meadows.
Vie ofteu came across frcshi beaver traces, andi iii one instanîce
crossed a lhollow just bclow a freshi beaver damn, with tlîree beaver
bouses iii it. 'fli damn was bow-shaped, about 8 feet higli, andi 30
yards long, of trunks plastercd w'ith clay. It liad a pecu!liar feature:
iiu the centre of the bowv the damn was double, Ieaving a narrow pond
of water.iu the middtle. Its object I could not ascertain. Vie neyer
saw any muusquasli houses where there were beavers, but elsewvhcrc
tlieir conical heaps of sticks wvas thîe uîsual sign of a pond being a
permanent ouc. In tlirce days' iirch we came to the Beaver river,
wvhere we found a flat-bottoined screw, freshly built by General
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