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Pastor and People.

ONLY A LITTLE WHILE.

Only a little while to work,
And a long, long time to rest;
Then drive the clouds from the aching
brow
The sigh fram the troubled breast.

Only a while to watek and pray,
And along, long time to pralse;
Our God, the Father knoweth best—

Then question not Hls ways.

Only a little while to sow,
As short as the golng down
Of the setting sun, to meekly bear
The cross and the thorny crowa.

Only a very little wkile to sow,
And along, long time to reap;
Let’s sow in falth wlth an open hand,
And ttares from the good weed keep.

Only a little while to lose,
And a long, long time to find
The jewels death has robbed us of—
The friends we will leave behind.

Omly a while to trim our lamps,
Ere the bridegroom passeth by ;

Then fill them wlith the oil of life,
Let the flame rise pure and high.

Only a little while—what matters it
If our life be short or long ?

It we only sing a few fmaint notes
Or the vome of the changing song ?

Only a while our barks must drift
To’ard the misty Isle of Tears,

Where the pirate, TiiLe, has buried daep
Lost hope of bygoane years.

Only a while these barks are borne
On the swell of sorrow’s waves,
By the stranded joys of other days,

By a shore ol grassy graves.

Only a while theyll struggle on,
'Mid the darkneseo and the strife;

Them God will drop their anchor deep
In the quiet sea of—Life.

—Pearl Rivers, in New Orleans Picayune:

THE EIGHTH BEATITUDE—PERSE-
CUTED FOR RIGHTEOQUSNESS
SAKE.

BY REV. P. H. HOGE, D.D.
The number o! the beatitudes has
usually been fixed at seven, the text not
being included in the number. This is
partly to be accounted for by the ancient
Zove of reduciug lhings to sacred or
significant numbers; partly to the con-
tinuation of the aubject of persecu-
tion in the practical application that fol-
lows ; but chiefly to the faet that while
all the others degcribe actioms or states
of those who are blessed, this alone s
passive, amd wo ae2ms to place ong’s
blesseduness not im one’s owm character
or ections, but iz oxternal and acciden-
tal circumstances. However great the
blesging that sueh circumstances might
bring, they could hardly serve like the
others as a mark or dlstingulshing chan-
uc'm;lat!e of the childeen of the kingdam.
A ao not so understand it. The prag-
tical applicatlon to those present begins
with the change ¢! person 'm the followw
ing verse. This atatement is general—
and universal. 1 take it to be not only
one of the beatitudes, but the fitting
sum and crown «f the 'whole—qualily-
ing and !ntemsllying all the rest. “The
kingdom of heaven” . (.s the key-note to
the whole, and our Locd ends as He be-
gan—“por thelrs i the .kingdom of
heaven.”
bership !n that kingdom is the sense o
need that mmakes us draw near to God,
the last condition 18 that all our wervjce
and all our rightecusbess must be more
than a mere exterval prolession, more
than a mere superficial or transitory al-
legiance; !t must be able tQ stand the
test and come forth like gold and silver
refined in the fire Ly which it is tried.
The Apostle James paraphrases this beay-
titude when he says: *‘Blessed i8 the man
that endureth temptation (i.e. trial, or
testing); for when he !s tried, he shall
recejve the crown of life that the Lord
hath promised to them that love Him.”
Our Lord on earth said nothing about a
“crown,” but He promised “life” as the
reward of final victory, and such a reward
the Apostle properly calls a “‘crown.”
Thea heve Ho sayws :

As the tlrst cond!tion of mem-.

}lty, may be even more searching,
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‘‘Bleseed are they shat are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”

You will note that there !s no reward
Tor persecution in itstif, but only :or
persecution for rightaousness, and while
persecution I8 passive, righteousness is
intensely positive. It would be just as
grotesque to omlt “r!ght:ousness’’ from
the fourth beatitude and assign a bhlese~
ing to all who hunger and thirst, wheth-
<t it befor gold or for power or .o plea'-
sure, as to omit It from the eighth and
pronounce all blessed who are pergecuted
for whatever cause. Yet there is a very
common jidea that &ll martyrdom s equal«
ly praiseworthy, and that to attest the
sincerity of one’s comnvictions by suf.er-
ing for them s enough to emtitle one
to the martyr’'s crown. This s not the
view of Seripture, and it Is not the view
ol common;sense. It is as much a shame
to die nabad cause as it is a glory to
die n & good cause. When those who
are truly oa the side of righteousness
have made the fatal error of assuming
the robes of the persecutor, not the least
element of their crime is that they have
placed the crown of martyrdom on brows
unworthy to ‘wear it. When Geneva
burnt Michael Servetus and Romg burnt
Giorduno Bruno, they gave to error and
immorality the prestige amd halo of
marlyrdom that truth and virtue alone
should wear. Christ, then, does net re-
quire martyrdom of all Hts followers; but
He does require r!ghteousness.

And this righteousness must bea no
Sunday or holiday affalir. It must be
righteousness that cam stand testing. I
well remember the impression made uly-
on me in my student days by a nobld-
hearted, but ®momewhat eccentric m’nis-
ter who divided Christ’s followers Iinto
soft iron and hard steel. Soft !ron is

quickly magnetized by an electric cur-
rent, passing through a surrounding
coil, but !t as quickly loses its mag-

netlsm. Hard steel on the other hand,
is magnetized with difficulty, but once
magnetised, It i a permanent magnet.
Students were cautioned that they might
be very full of zeal, with high ideas of
duty and consecration while surrounded
by the religious atmosphere of the semi-
nary, but if on going forth into the world
their zeal cooled, and the’r views be-
came accommodated to those that were
about them they were only soft iron.
How many do we meet who are religious
in religious company, w(.ldly in worldr
1y company, and in wicked surroundings
are compromising and apologetic, even if

not positively wicked. We want a
righteousness that does mnot depend on
favorable conditions and friendly sur-

roundings, but that s based om imward
principles. A righteousness not of cir-
cumstance, but of character—noet of
policy, but of principle.

And deeper yet in the text is the in-
timat'on that we are not to expect friend
liness ‘to rightecusness in this world. “In
the world ye ahall have tribulation.” The
Christian life is the life of sell-renuncia-
tion, of eross-bearing. The world may
profess to respect religion, but if & man
tries to govern his life wholly by right-
eousness, or to live ever so little above
the standard round about him, he will
be sure to meet the fiery ordeal of its
opposition. Where righteousness is, per-
secution is sure to be. The rack, the
gibbet and the stake may be things of
the past, but the world’'s scorn, the
world’s contempt, or the world’s smiling
be-
ctause more subtle tests, The Church
early recognized ths truth, and embodied
it in one of its earliest rhythmic formu-
las ; ’

“I! we be dead with Him,

We shall also live with Him ;-

II we suffer, -

We shall also reign with Him ;
Il we deny Him,

He will also deny us.
It we believe not,

Yet He abideth faithtul.

{He cannot deny Himself.”

We can witness for Christ as truly
by righteousness under temptation as by
confession under threat of death. Paul
gives te Timothy, a charge that we

should all lay to beart in the midst of
a coveteus, pleasure-loving, ungodly
world.

“But thou, O man of God, flee these
things ; and follow after righteousuess,
godliness, falth, love, patiemce, meek-
ness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art
tlso called, and hast professed a good
profession before 1many witnesses. 1
give thee charge 'm the sight of God
who quickeneth all things, and before
Chris: Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate
witnessed a good confession, That thou
keep this commandigent without spot, un-
rebukable, until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

The man who keeps this charge will
share this beatitude, though he be not
called to testify before a Pilate or n Nero.
“B2 thou faithful unto death,” is one
of the last messages that our Lord nwafts

to earth, and I will give thee a crown
of life.”

DR. FAIRBAIRN ON COLLEGES.

A college fed a district with minis.
ters, ‘the churches fed the college with
students.  While they elevated it with
the actual missionavy work of the Gos-
pel, it uplitted them into lofty thoughts
of the function and place of the ministry
in society. Dealing with the different
systems of theological trajoing, Dr. Fair-
bairn sald the Roman Catholic system
was seclusive and isoiated ; it shut off
{ young man fron the great currents that
flowed through the age in  which he
lived. In Germany, the theplogical coi-
lege was a part of the University, and
men received theological education in
the same way that Lhey received secular
education. But there was no regard for
the spiritual 1itness of the students. The
weakuess of German scholarship was that
it wa- bound up with books; there was
little counection with the actual reali-
ties of life. ln Scotland also, the,theolog-
ical college was a part of the University,
but the Churches made it their business
to see that Chris‘ian scholars occupied
the Chalrs and Christian students attend-
ed the lectures. Taking three colleges
in Scotland, they found more men de-
voled to the study of pure theology
than in all England.

The S:ottish theological colleges were
the finest in the world, and produced to
the fullest extent wministers who cowmbin-
ed learning with piety, culture with
faith In America there was a very fine
proiessorial equipment, but the Churches
were Aery lax in regard to the selec-
tioa and provision of students. The Ing-
lish- system of theological colleges was
on'y historically explicable. When in 1662
the Nownconsormfiste !ssued from the Angy
lican Church, they had to carry on their
teaching weork in obscure places. With
great determination they founded smali
ucademies, which gave themselves up to
the preparation of learned men, and
greal was their productiveness. Turning
their attention more to scholarship than
to propagandism, they produced men
like Isaac Watt and Priestley. Then came
the Evangelical Revival, which caused a
great change in the policy of the acad-
emies. making them consider their fun-
tion as that of providing ministers and
missionaries for particular djstricts. After
that the progress in education
produced London University, gave. birth
to Lancashire Coliege, Spring Hill Col-
lege, and New College, which considered
themselves as affiliated to the Univer-
sity, and endeavoured to keep themselves
once ‘more abreast of the scholarship of
the day. It was pecessary, subsequent-
ly, to establish Mansfield College, iw or-
der to maintain one college where only
theological training was given. The dap-
ger of places like Lancashire College con-
sistel in overburdening their Principal
and professors with a multitude of small
vuties whieh preveated them from doing
anything in the direction of creative work,
It they could not write literature, they
could not create aliving amd learned
minjstry. Ignatius, Chrysostom, Anselm,
Luther, were names of men created by cre-
ative scholars. More Chairs must be en-

which’
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dowed, and their professors freed from -
the multiplicity of labours, which wasted
valuable spiritual force. With regard to
the students which were supplied to the
College, it was more fundamental for the
Churcl to inquire what kind of meD
they sent to college than what kind of med
the college sent to them. "They must
have men apt to learn. The college Wa#
a place for study; it was not a conven
ient registry for ‘supplies.” They could
never have a minlstry of power nunless
they ‘had a ministry of thpught and of
reai, not sham, learning, penetrated
through and through with the spiritof
truth as with the spirit of Christ. The
ministry was a noble work—the most &I
duous to which any man could put his
hands. That ought not to make themw
despair, but bend themselves to the task
of endowing their college with ample

mean: to fit the right kind of men for

the field.

WHAT “CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR®
HAS DONE.

The following article from the Congré
gationalist will be read with great inter”
est by the members ot the Chrigtian Em-
deavor Society :—

‘“The Ohristian Eadeavor movemenb.
has been guided, so far as it has beeB
guided, by the leading :
the organfzation, with a wisdom whieh
has challenged aqlration and inspired
confidence that it is fromy God. It has
not been an anti-saloon leaguenor a Sab-
bath union, nor a soc:al purity societys
oor has it narrawved !self to any onpe of -
the reforms which appeal to all Christiads
for support . It hae held to its purpo® .
es ‘the Christiau Endeavor Society-
It has aimed to briag children and &l
young people under Christian social
influences, to lead tzem. to make the greab
decision to follow Christ, and to cultivat®
Obristian graces and grow strong I®
Christiam eervice. It has not beem slOW
to adopt new methanls, 50 far as they have
proved valuable, fos accomplishing it#
great aim of forining Christian character. :
n youth. It has bel:eved, and rightly,
that the first thing tu do is to geek @
establish God’s kingdci. and righteousne®
in each soul—that when that is dome all
other reforms will ful.ow, and that with-
out that all other ralcrms will fail.

In pursuing this aim, it has done great
service n underminiag the power of the
saloon, to whieh txe Christian charactef
It creates and nurtaces is always hostilé:
It has greatly strengilLened social purity,
for ‘‘every ome that Lath this hope set
on Him purifieth LliwLself, even as He ¥
s pure.” It has had great influence 1B
defending ‘the Sabbatk, both by its a¢"
tion at its convention lagt sommer and BY
sentiment it has diffuscd since thep in al
the churches. It aas kindled noble Wi
pulses of giving, aad fostered them int®
ibtelligent habits by 1ts systematic study
of missionary work a Lomeand in forelgB
lands. Most of all, 1% has taught youd®
people to pray, to study the word of Gods
to consecrate themmeives to its service, and
to labour succesgfully in winning others
‘to that service. It !s doing these thing?
todday with more cheering results thad
ever before. X

To turn thié micvemont as:de from this
great work—as it woald be turned aside
if it should espouse, as Its chief miissioBs
temperance reform, or Sabbath retorm, OF
any other crusade, would be to rob it of ;18
divine power. Its work is as broad 8%
that of the Church, with which, as an Of”
ganization, we hope to see it blend more
and more completely. Its business
bringing young people to Christ, to be re”
newed in their tastes and tendencies, and
training these remewed lives to Christia®
service wherever Gcd shall call them. 1P
this work It includes all reforms. From
this work maey it never be diverted to 1089
ite aim by giving itself to any ome reform:
to any other work than transforminé
character imbo likeness to Christ.”

It is better to remain silent than to Spef’k
the truth ill-humoredly, and spoil an excellent
dish by covering it with bad sauce.—St. Fran-
cis de Sales.

aificers 0- .



