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evidentîy most dubiaus. That was wby it
was kept ta the last, and moreover it is bere
that the final stand is ta be taken. It is as
regards this in particular that flot an inch
more is ta be yielded. We at the very least
want ta knaw clearly what is meant by the
termi "Historic Episcopate " before we are
able ta say whetber we are willing ta enter
inta negatiatians on this graund. It is an
exceedingly ambiguous terni; it may mnean
very much that is revolting ta us, that would
wound aur honour in the most sensitive spot,
that would be likely ta sear the conscience in
a mast serious way, or it may mean very littie
that is abjectionable. No Christian cburcb
bas any inclination ta make the word Episco-
Pate, a demon, not at ail. Episcapate is a
terni that we aIl accept and endorse. Tbat is
ane reason wby wc say that it is ambiguous.
There have been stages af development in the
grawth ai what is calied the Episcopate ; the
Word bistoric may embrace, and it ougbt ta
embrace, what it was in ail the centuries. But
anY thongbtfnl persan wiil sec that wben wc
look at it in that ligbt the termi is mislcading.
There was growtb, there was dcvelopment,
and 50 the question may be vcry properly
put, is it the Episcopate ai the apostolic age,
or that ai the second century, or the tbird
century ; or is it that ai the i9tb century thàt
15 ta be held by the coming United Christen-
dam at ahl hazards. Or, ta take it in another
aspect. Amang the divineý ai the Anglican
churches, the terni Episcopate bas dificrent
8hades ai mcaning. There are different
schooîs ai Anglican divines, and eacb bas its
Own idea ai wbat Episcopate means and
iMplies. For example, there are somne tbat
hald bisbops as tbey arc in the Cburcb ai
ingland and bier branches ta be ai divine

rigbt, and that divine rigbt cmbraciag a
theory ai apostolic succession as bigh and as
exacting as that wbicb is beld by the Cburcb
of Ramie. Then there are athers that do not
lay a Particle ai stress an the succession, but
think that Episcopacy or Prelacy is the begt
made ai gaverament, bath for order and unity
ai doctrine, and therciore, wbihe it is nat,
strictlY speaking, fonnd in the New Testament,
Yet tbraugb the stress ai circnmstatlces it
grew out ai the poiity that appears in the
Nqel Testament. In the cirumstances and
necessitic 5 it grew naturaliy out ai wbat the
Apostîes laid down, and in a sense it was in-
vlved in wbat Peter and John and Paul
taugbt, Now these are theories that are very
far irom being the sanie. The ance makes the
EPiscopate an absoînte necessity, and that
because God bas ardered it sa ; the other
regards it as orderly and expedicat, but not a
liatter ai principle in the deepest sease ; very

0oad and suitable, but flot necessary in the
bi'gbc5 t sense.

But Passing from these thearies now we
are afixions ta know haw it is proposed ta
Wark the Historic Episcopate in the practical
sense, suPppsing the dlaimi that is made were
conceded. Among the many passible results
that present tbemseives ta the imagination,
there are these three that we may tbink ai,
and let us look at them calmly and fearlessly.
There is first this passible resut : that as
soan as unionis accompiished, al ai us that are
nOw ministers in churcbes that are Non-
Anglican, would need ta be re-ordained at the
bands ai bisbops before we would he acknow-
lcdged as clergymen, or have the right ta dis-
pense the Sacraments in an orderly and law-
fui way. Judgring, from the pnresent attitude

existing ministers bad died af-the irregulari-
tics wouid camne t aua end. A third possible
resuit wauld b. as failows .- 'In the union that
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is ta be formed, the question ai Cbnrch Pahity
is ta be an open anc. It is ta be optianal ta
each candidate for the ministry wbat mode ai
ardination or appointment ta office be pre-
fers. If be prefers the Anglican mode, weii
and good ; there will be bisbaps avaiiable from
whom the Episcopal grace, as at present con.
veyed in Anglican communions, can be had. If
on the ather band he prefers ordination in the
way that is mare famiiiar ta us, by the hands
af Prcsbyter Bisbops, then be can obtain it
in that way. And congregations are in every
case ta be ailowed the same frcedom. Tbey
can bave a minister ai the anc kind or ai the
ather, and so as regards other matters bear-
ing on the mode ai worsbip adapted. Those
that prefer a prayer-book and a liturgy can
have tbem, and those that tbink greater ire.
dom better, can do so. In this way aIl shades
ai polity and ai modes ai worsbip are ta be
tolerated, and let it be seen which in the en d
wili prevail according ta the law ai the survi.
val ai the flttest.

Now, a word or two as regards these
three passible results, suppasing a union were
effected on the basis ai tbe so-callcd Lambeth
Articles, inciudiog that on the Historic
Episcopate. As regards the first, it is
abundantly plain that it is flot union at al, it
is absorption ; it means nat that the lion and
the lamb lie down together, but that the
lamb lies down in thc inside ai the lion. If
that is donc, the question is settled, and
settled in a very effective manner. That
wauid be peace ai the kind spoken ai in a
country in former days, with which we are
somewhat intimate. "'Tbey made a solitude
and cailed it peace." Wbat is meant by it, is
that many ai us are ta consent ta extinction,
and then we bave union accomplisbed. If
that is what is meant, and it is plain what
many mean when tbey talk sa ioudhy ai tbcir
desire for the union ai Christendom, it is an
insult and an outrage ta make avertures ta
us, and it is mockery ta cahi sucb avertures
generaus. Wbat sense ai banour can men
have wbcn tbcy scriously make sncb a pro.
posai ta us? They must tbink us cither
knavcs or fools, or eise their own intelligence
is somewbat curions. As ta the second
possible result, it is nat mncb ai an improve-
ment on the first. We wonld be recognized
as ministers, but only on sufferance, mereiy
for the present and for the bardness ai aur
bearts. It is the difference between immedi-
ate and graduai extinction, notbing marc.
It is asking us ta say that aur fathers, in ahi
the generatians that have elapsed since the
Reformation, and we have made an entire
mistake as ta the convictions that tbey and
we iormed regarding the teacbings ai the
Ne x Testament on mnatters ai Chnrch paiity.
It is a confessian, an aur part, tbat anc Cbnrch
was rigbt in every respect, and ail the others
werc wrang ; that anc bas a manopoiy ai the
favour ai God, in a word that anc bas ever
had and bas naw the exclusive rigbt ta the
promises made by the Lard Jesus Christ.
That qnastf lite standing wonld be a bumiliat-
ing position.' There would be creatures
aronnd us looking upon us as a very inferior
grade af ciergy, because we did not came in
by the succession, tbesc exclusives wauid be
impatient for aur translation ta another world
50 tbat tbe beauty ai arder and system would
shine ont in alh its ghary. If that is ta be the
resuit ai union, we beg ta be excnsed, we
say regarding sncb genrdrsity, IlTbank Van
far nathiag." Wc do flot. sec that the -wark

we ask for sncb a recognition as that h If that
b. rcfused, then let us hear no mare words

about union from the Churcb that refuses it.
Remember, we are askiag notbing irom aur
neigbbonrs that we do not frechy grant ta aur
neigbbours. We are gaing an the basis ai
the Golden Rule then. We recognize the
miaistry af ahi aur sister Churches, that are
an an evangelicil basis ; we freeiy concede
evcry evangelical Cburcb ta be a brancb ai
the Cburcb ai Christ on eartb. We regard
tbe ordinances that are dispensed in these
Churches as valid ordinances. We receive
as members in fuli standing those that corne
from sncb Uburches, and ireely weicome tbem
ta icllowsbip witb us witbont impasing any
additional abligation, and ahi that we ask in
turn is that we be treated as we treat others.
At present that is not the case. Those that
talk about union, that depiore the divisions
ai Cbristendom, do not regard us as a Cburch;
tbey do nat give us a place in the Catholic
Communion ; we bave no ministry ; we have
no valid ordinances ; we are scbismatics ; we
are irregular ; we are responsible for disunion,
and we only. Sa long as that attitude is
maintained, union is impassible. But we beg
ta say that if it is impossible, and sa long as
it is impctssibhe, wc are nat ta blame. The
attitude that aur Cburcb takes, and that many
other Churches around ns take, is nat a
repellant attitude ; an exclusive attitude ; an
attitude that monopolizes everything that
seems ta be wortb baving.

In the meantime, wbat is ta be donc ta
lessen the scandai ai division ; the intoherant
rivaîries, the nnseemly antagonisms, that give
such an occasion ta the cnemy ta blaspheme ?
Wc can at ieast pray for union, we can do no
mare ; we can work for it aiong legitimate
lines. If aur prayers for the bealiig ai the
breaches ai Christendom be sincere, if tbey
be believing prayers, we wiil fallaw tbcm n p
with works. Tbey that reaily pray for union
wilh cultivate a spirit ai fair play towards
those that do flot sec as we sec. Tbey
wili give credit for coascientions convictions
ta those ai other denominations. Tbey wiii
nat take np a position or assume an attitude
that tends ta give pain ta others. It is welh
ta remember that synIods and churcb councils
may err, and have erred. The best ai mca,
and, as a necessary inference, the bcst ai
conuncihs and conferences, are hiable ta make
mistakes. Wc shauid nat suppose that we
bave in aur Cburch, in aur system ai doctrine,
in aur form ai pahity, and in the practices and
usages that wc iailow, all tbe'gaod that is
passible ; that wc, and we ahane, are strictly in
barmony witb what God bas reveaied fa us
in His Word. Let us ever remember that
the articles on wbicb aIl evangelicai Churches
agree are ai vastly greater importance than
the articles on whicb tbcy differ. Let us
make mncb ai this iact. In ahi evangelîcal
Cburcbçs the love ai God in Christ is tanght,
the nature ai sin in man, the salvation ai
Christ through His sufferings and deatb, the
sanctifying power ai the Holy Spirit, the
authority ai scripture, and in ail is found
holiness ai hile as the antcame ai gospel
tcaching. lualah are seen many and biessed
examples ai ives that were once sinful.
cbanged inta haiy ives, and these ives are
ever grawing in beauty and usefnhness. Let us
flot be slow to acknowicdge sncb points
wberevcr they are iound, and let us endeavour
more and mare ta reach ont in aur own lives
after greater growth in sncb an ontcome for
mare knowledge and marc practice ai the
knowhedge that wc bave. If we do this and

begin in union with Him, ahi aid things, 50 far
as there is any condcmning power in them,
pass away, and &Il htings in the transflguring
ligbt ai bcavcnly have becamc new.-Hugh
Macmilllan.
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JANUARY .- The duty of every day. Are we doing it?
Ezra. iii. 4, Eph. vi. 6.8.

A Plain, prosaic theme. The daily duty af
a few may bring themn into prominence and
win for themn applause, but the daily daty af
the many is commanplace. No mnatter bow
well it may be done, there is no glamour
about it ; nothing that wiil be heralded through
the press ; notbing ta cali forth the plaudits
of the multitude. The majority are called by
their daily duties ta the warkshop, the store,
the office, the kitchen, the field, the farest.

1. God can be served as weil in anc
sphere as in anather, pravided the calling
itseif is an honourable anc. Devoted Chris-
tians have been tound in tbe mast unexpected
places. Circumstances are not everl;thing.
Joseph maintained his integrity amid the
corrupting influences ai Egypt. Obadiah
feared the Lord greatly, thougb ne was over
the househoid ai the wicked Ahab. Danîi
served the Lord faithfully in Babylon
boanna, wife ai Chuza, Herod's steward
ministered unto the Saviour ai ber substance
Susanna Wesley, tbaugb bampered by
poverty, did such a work for Gad, in the
bosom ai her own iamily, tbat eternity alone
wili reveal its magnitude. When John Eliot,
the a'costle ai the Indians, was toaid and
infirm ta attend ta public duties as he once
did, he feit that he could serve God by teacb-
ing a littie Indian girl ta read. General
Havelock and Captain Hedley Vicars, served
God in a sphere wbicb is supposed ta be a
most difficuit ane-the army. Tbcy canverted
barracks inta bouses af prayer. John Paunds
served God faitbfully in bis littie sboe-shop,
in Portsmouth, by daing bis cabbling well,
and by teacbing negiected cbildren bow ta
read and write.

II. If we are nat satisfied with aur pro.
sent situation, if we imagine we are fitted for
sametbing better, we sbould remnember that
the best way ta qualify ourselves for promotion
is ta be faithfui wbere we are. We must
learn ta creep befare we walk. If we are not
faithlul in little things, it is nat likeiy that we
shaîl be Iaithful in greater things. Rev. John
McNeill, in speaking ai the cali ai David,
says: " He gat it because be was there ta get
it. When bis father sent for bim he was
keeping sheep, very likely near the bouse,
and when they sent for the stripling he was
faitbiul ta bis charge . . . The point is
this, be ifaithfui wbere you are ; be faithfal
in keeping sbeep ; be faitbful in the office ;
servant, be iaithiul in the kitchen ; whatever
your sphere, be diligent."

Thase wbom Gad bas called inta impor-'
tant spberes were men wha were faitbful
where they were. Gideon was thresbing
grain wlien he was called ta be judge aver
Israel ; Amas was following the flocks when
he was calied ta be a prophet ai the Lord;
Elisha was at the plow when be was invited
ta succeed Elijah in the prophetical office ;
Peter, James and John were busy with their
fishing tackle when they were called ta b.
aposties. " Seest thon a man, diligent, in
business he shall stand before kings, he,
shalh nat stand befare mean men." If yau
sec a man wha is not diligent, you will iikeiy
find him a littie later in the bankruptcy court,
or before the police magistrate.

III. We shahi be rewarded flot according
ta the results ai aur labours, but accarding ta
aur fidelity, (Epb. vi. 8). Even in Ihis lii.
we shall be cbeered by the consciousness that
we are daiag rigbt, that we are glogifing'
God, aad- that we are doiag samnetbing for
the uplifting ai aur feilow-men.
What cheers the musing student, the paet, the

divine ?
Trhe tbouight that for bis foiiowera bigtr

Finally, Christ will openily reward u at
the iast for aur fidelitv. He ,wili say onte
us, 'lInasmuch as you have been faithini in, a
few things, 1 will make you ruler over many,
tbings ; enter inta tbe jay af your Lord."


