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0 UTaot ail sight the best thing writrcn so far on
the Briggs' contraversy us an article in the

Inftror by Dr. G. P. IIays wha cails himseif a
" very high critic." Adopting the methods ai the
Highcr Criticism ho proves conclusivcly that Dr.
Briggs neyer wrote his own Inaugural addrcss. At
ail evonts if the proof is not absoiutcly conclusive t
is quito as much so as any argunment over made by
a Higher Critic ta prove that M oses neyer wrote the
Pentatiruch. A clever writer, proceeding on the
lines of the Higher Criticism, couid show with some
degree ai succcss that Edward Blake nover wrotc
the famous Durhami letter.

T HE mineraI lands in northcrn Ontario not
already sold belong ta the people ai On-

tario. That is a fundamental fact which the good
people in and around Sudbury and many others do1
nat soem ta comprehend. Prospecting for minerais
does not givo a prospectar any stronger claim ta
minerai land than tramping through a pine for-
est gives a man a dlaim on timber limits. The
prospector and the bush ranger are mcrely attend-
ing ta business just as ail the rest ai us have ta do.
The problcm with these minerai lands is ta get1
revenue out ai them for their owners, the people
ai Ontaria, without depressing the rnining industry.
No doubt the people's representativos in the Legis.
lature will bo able ta salve that problem.

WHILE the difficulty that interféred for aWtime with the mission work ai Rev. D.
Macgillivray and Dr. McClure in Ilonan bas been
satisfactoriiy settled, it is ta be regrettfed that mem-
bers ai the American Presbyterian mission staff in
the samne province have been exposed ta similar
rough treatment by the natives. Dr. Hunter
together with his wife and Mr. Lane have beon lab-
ouring in Ctio-Ning-Chau sinco last autumn. From
a letter written by Rev. J. Goforth ta Rev. M. P.
Talling, ai St. James Chturch, London, Ont., it ap-
pears that in january an excited mob attacked the
bouse where the missionaries lived. Mrm Hunter
and ber two little girls tried ta escape, but were pro-
vented. In responso ta, hem entreatie.s they wero
permitted ta romain until next morning on condi-
tion tflat they would then leave the place. It seems
Mr. Lane is dying of cansumptian and Mrs. Hun-
ter's health bas been seriously affoctod. There are
stern realities ta be encountered in prosecuting for-
eigni mission work.

F the facts are as stated in some of aur cantem-
poraries, the Local Option law quashed the

other day by Chief justice Gait has an inner his-
tory. It is said that the temporanco men wvere told
in effect ta draw up a law ta suit themselves, and
that the drafting was donc by Mr. J. 1 McLaren,
Q.C., ai this city, and the Bill put chrougb the
Legisiature as ho drew it. t is very unlike the
Premier toa aUow iaws ta pass that way and very
unlike Mr. Meredith not to notice Bis that sceenita
be dangerously near the constitutional lino, but stili

e the thiing may have happened. Even Hiomor soine-
timcs nods. Bath the Premier and the Opposition
leader may have thought that as it seemced difficuit
ta please the temporanco peoplo with legisiation
thoy should be ailowed ta try their own hand at
law-making. Possibly the Legisiature may have
had the sanie opinion. An appeai is spoken of and
perhaps it may yet be decided that the law is ail
right. Meantime the by-laws passed under it are
being quashed every day.

IT says very littie far aur boasted civilization, flot
ta speaai a ur Christianity,. that a large towiu-

ship in westceîn Ont4rio had ta be divided into two
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W HATEVE~R may be said of the other crops,the crop ai election petitions is thriving.
To believe that aIl these pratests that are bcing filld
at Osgoode Hall are intended solely or evén mainly
ta puriiy election cantests requires an amount ai
simplicity and charity not often given ta average
Canada. There is tea much reason ta fear that
the courts af justice are beirc, used to flht out the
political battle that should hiave ended at the polis
on the 5tb af March. 0f course it is a good thing
ta put down electoral corruption ini ail its forms,
but that is not the thing aimed at in mnany rases.
One-fourth the members ai the Ontaria Legisiature
were petitionod against last summer, but with
twa or thre exceptions the petitions end in-shall
we say a fizzle or a " saw-off." The courts of jus-
tice were nover intended for a political arena, and
party warfare ini this country, urscrupulous as it
aften is, nover took a more da .gerous forma than
when it entered the halls ai justice and tried ta fight
it uut therc. Witb judges making up the voters'
iists and judges trying protested elections-judges
working at bath ends ai the contest-it will soan
become very difficuit for average citizens ta believe
that there is no politics in the courts. The matter
is not mondod by the fact that Consorvative law5yers
are nearl'r always retained by Consorvatives and
Liberal laivyors by Liberals. This arrangement is
bard on the profession because it seerns ta indicate
that politicians are afraid ta trust a lawyer who
does not belong ta their own party. No doubt the
election law was intendod for a grood purposo, but
there is reason ta fear that it is being grossly mis-
used.

T -E RE is ane way in which the ChLrch might
perhaps oconomizo a little in Homne Mission

wokthat wo have nover sec discussed. It doos
flot by any mneans follow that a Presbyterian con-
gregation can be buiît up i every place in which
speaking numerically there is room for one. The
question is not simply:- Are there people enaugh
there ta start a congregation. The question is: Are
there people enough capable of working the Presby-
tenian system. Presbyterianism means self-govern-
ment and self-government in Churcb or Stato roquires
intelligence, self-control, patience and a certain
amount of capacity for managîngaffairs. Wo could
easily name localities in which ail the ministers in
Toronto could flot build up a substaratial Presbyter-
ian cangregatian. No doubt some ai them couid
draw crowds by their preaching but the crowd would
scatter as soion as tIho preacher went honme. When
leit ta thoniselves the crowd cauld do nothing and
people who can do nothing nover can Le made Pros-
byterians. Other denominations can make something
aut of men who have no brains but we cannot.
Quite likely the Home Mission Committoe always
take the quality as well as the number of pecople inta
cansideration when opening now mission stations.
Presbyteries, however, do flot always do so. The
time has certainly came when Presbyterics shauld
ask whether praposed new fields have materiai that
can be made intos eldcr>, managers, deacons and
other office-bearers. Withzut the capacity for self-
governiment stations are o(,,little ecclesiastical use ta
us. Other clenaninations. tn preach the Gospel
ta theni and we can do aur Lyt work amang pea-
ple who are blest witlh brains.
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parts by the Legislature the othcr day because the
pcoplc quarrelled so badiy that they could not wvorl%
the municil5al machincry tagcther. It is a good
thing that the heathcn to, whom %ve send missionaries
donfot read Canadian newspapers. To say that one
part of the township is French and the other of Brit-
ish origin does îlot mend the mattcr. Ncarly anc.
haif of Canada is French, and if it is unçlerstood ail
round that Canadians of French and Britishi origin
rannrat livc pcaccably as citi.zcns undcr the same
forni ai goverriment, it is higli time we were look-
ing out for somc cther form of political cxistencz.1 n the case alluded ta we know almost nothing
about the merits of the dispute. Supposing the
French wvere wrong in every particular, the case
would not bc any more hopeful from a large point
of view. The fact on the surface is that the French
and the British could flot get an together. Extcnd
thiç fact until it reaches provincial proportions, aînd
therc is an end ta the Confcdcration compact. As-
sume that the French af Qucbec and the other
provinces can nover live in peace. and aIl thoughtful
mes) whô have anything ta losc must ask themselvcs
what nextP If it is a settlcd thing that men of
B3ritish and French arigin cannet live peaccably
under the same flag, it becames the duty af evcr
patriotic man ta, look out for some better arrange.
ment.

trptu. 2.1',> 4

'T'HERE is a goad dffl aiof orce ini a.point r.,
1 by the Interiar the other week in mrgaq

the relative merits af short -and long pastor,
Whether the pastarate should be short or longi
pends vcr mucb on what the people want de
tor ta do. If the pastor is merely expecie'd
" drawI" by sensatioral methods, if his busine%
ta get up a "lshow" Ilo some kind every a
evening, a pastorate of twa or three ycarq
long cnough. Few men can run an ercle;jz
'*show " for more than two years The crowdl
ac< ustomedto the display of pulpit pyrotecbý
and naturally demand a ncw showman. If, on
ather hand, the pastor is wanted ta build upt
Church an solid foundations, tu bring in the %W~
ta gain influence avcr familles, ta mould chai
and imprave the quality af the people, instead
mercly ta draw a crowd, a long pastorate iq ni
ail sight botter than a short one. provided the Pat
is the rigbt kînd ai man. Thon thcre are spý
cases. If a minister is callcd merely ta 611 aah
empty church. why should he flot leave as soon;
the pcws are ail let? If callcd mainly to pay
church clcbt, why flot go somewhere else vwhtn b
debt is paid? In bath cases the work for whicM
man wvas wanted is donc. In fact if a minîstj,
callcd fram motives other than the right onegL
pastarate is likely to be short, and no one bas
right to complain. Put the pastorate sole!7
mainly on a business basis, and the minister hasj
as good a right to keep an eye on business as'L%
people. _______

PROFFESSOR EL Y ON SOCIAL REFOR~I

THE probleins of social reform and phdc!
thropic work arc engagirg the atitnne

alcasses ai thoughtful mon. Those who b»,
made political economy and kindred subjects tký
spocial study are taking a praminent part in t>
discussion of questions that are forcing themse-,
ta the front. It is well amid the angry contentions:
those engaged in industrial strife ta listcn OC%
sionally ta men whose interest in these questionsi
chicei1y academic. If the theories they propoc.;
and thoir manner of exposition sometimes lay tL-
open ta the charge of bcing doctrinaries, th-.;
thoughtful considerati )n, disciplined modes of ttut.
ing and large acquaintance with facts and princîp'
en',itle them ta a respectful heuring. They are it
moved from the bias ta vhich those engaged mn tb
wvork af practical reforni are ta a certain extee
inevitably subject. Professor Richard T. E-lyd
Johns Hopkcins University, is wvell K-nown as a
thoughtful, earnest arnd schotarly man, %,Iho :s
vears has devoted hic; attention ta the social Lq
industrial problems now pressing for solution. H.
therefore fitly opens a series of papers on immeda2
industrial, social and philanthropie reformis, ex'
appearing in the pages af the Chiristian Union.

Professor Ely starts out with the observatioi
that people have not been sufficiently educateàl t3
forecast the effect ai their efforts in the directia
indicated. The custom has been ta remove an t
no longer talerable by the means readiest at han4
but which may ultimately result in a state of thînis
as bad if flot worse than that wvhich has bee
swept away. Thon he lays down the princip!t
that preventive rather than repressive effort 6s
specially needed. Civilization, lie says, advancm
in proportion as we apply the former and tende
the latter superfluous. A third general considen.
tion he expresses in these terms - Ait reform ntok
hopeful mu.;t be religious, and consequently tre
need a reformation of the Church in the direction cl
social Christianity. Christianity which is not prac.
tical is not Christianity at ail. Private effort fR~
ameliorating the condition cf the helpless and domn
trodden has according ta Dr. Ely proved ineffectuai
in the past and must nocessarily do so in the futurt
He Instances in proof af his position the condition
af England, where to a larger extent than anywhert
else private effort has been brought ta bear on the
growing evils that so affliet industrial communiume
These private as distinguished froni state agences
have been helpful in many ways, but he considers
that the most effective work can only bc acconi'
plished by govemnimental action. Hie holds that as
a general principle it is the function af gavernm&ft
Il'ta furnish relief to the needy and help the distressed
when a general, widely organized, and long cou-
tinued or perpetual systeni of relief is required, and
that private effort should be organized with a view tO
stimulating, guiding and improving public activitY
along this line. Private effort alone is irregulat,
spasmodic and unsystemnatic."

Professor Ely sees no necessity for radical-
changes an present methods af action. He seekb


