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glorlous harvcst tlîan that of thc field or the
garclen-the harvest of youtlîftd souls. It is
a sign of the Urnes that plcntiftîl conversions
occur during tic winter seasoti ftlToIg tlie
clildren. Surcly (t is worth thc labor of thc
rnonths if tic yousig arc being led by tlîc
grace of God tlîrough the instrumenttility of
thecir teachecrs to the truth as it is in Jesusiiand
to the nierbership 'if the Cixurcli. Tlîe Sab-
bath sehool is no longcr regarded as a mere
intellectual arcna in whichi younig wits may be
sharpencd. It is the nursery of the vinoyard.
It is the place where UIl affections are callcd
into c--ercise. The hecarts of the childr-cn are
stirred by the presentation of tic gospel by
those Who are seeking jewels for Immanticl's
crown frotn among thc ranks of the Sabbath
school. It wviIl indecd bc a delighit to ail to
sec as tic result of this wintcr'!, labors a large
number of those who answcr to thc words of
the paraphrase,

Iinilfe's lad clm, when apuightly youth
In vitalardar glows,

Ani shines with ait the faitest charma
Wiiich beauiy cati disidcse,"

to se such blossoming into spiritual fruitfül-
ness. 'rhese will become teachers ini tuirn.
The>' will fill the ranks of church mcmberslîap
as they becorne thinncd b>' dcath or rornoval.
The Sabbath schooli(s indeed a most bopoful
work. Now while it is called da%, let our
Sabbath school teacîxers be up and doing.
Let them exhibit strong faitht in the working
of the Spirit's powcr. Lot hope brighitcn tdxcir
efforts, an,' courage make them stauncli in the
performance of tlîeir important duties.

THE "MAIL" ON THE SIN 0F DEBT.

A N article ivith the capti on, "Mania for
11 New Churches " lately appeared in the

columns of one o! the daily newspapcrs in this
cit>'. The article would probably bc regardcd
as slightly pretetiius in more respects than
one, but with its gencral tone thiere (s not
rnuch fault to bc found. It condemnls somo
practices wvhich it (s to be lîoped, feiv would
justify: it states some truthis wvhich are too
obvions to be lost sight of by persons o! ordi-
nar>' intelligence ; and it makies other state-
ments whicb are more specious than truc, but
which wvill mislead only those wvlo are more
than wvi1ing to be misled in the matter to
which they refer.

We would not condcmn less strongl>' than
the "Mail," the methods 5aid to have becu
adopted lately by a congregation in this city
for rcmoving the indcbtedness under which (t

had corne by extensive improvements madc
on its church property. It is to bc hoped that
(t wilI neyer become-general (n Canada to use
the Lord's day and Uic usual hour of worship
for beating up subscriptions from aIl and
sundry who nuay happen to bc present, and
niany of whom arc there for the sole purpose
of worshipping God. And whatevcr the time
or thé rncthod taken for raising funds for the
enection of Churches, or for any Christian
object wvhatever, if the money subscribcd can
ont>' ho paid by an act of injustice to lawful
creditors, it is wrong. Religion, that which
the church is crected to proniote, can never
gain 4y' it. And wve arc tlfankful to the secu-
lar press if it helps us to stamp siuch, a course
with reprobation. 1'he IlMail" iih not ex-
pcct contradiction fromn an>' reasonable being
on this other point also, that it (s Ilwrong from

R
a business point of vicw, wrong, cspecially
front a Chîristian point of vicw, to go in debt
in ordcr that a lhandsomle structure may bc
built, wheni the structure is unnccessary, alîd
there (s alrendy a building in existence
capable of meeting every ilcd." Wc know a
littie about the churches in our cite, .ànd ive
do ti-a kixow any case in ilich this lias been
donc, or iii whicli it is likely to bedonte. The
leading moen in ail the churches hlave at lcast
anl ordiniary measure of good sense, and flot
many of thcmi are burdeced with superflous
money. Thcy may bc trusted not to do an>'-
tluang sO vcry foolish as to pay their hundreuîs
and thousands of lîard-carned moncy to crect
a newv cliurch wvhen one exists capable of
meeting cvery nccd. May ive suggcst to our
critic that, tlie mernbcrship of a congregation
is thc best judgc of the suitablecess in forrn,
dimensions, and locality of the existing cdi-
fice to its cvery need ?"

When the "Mtail" tells its renders, that
wlicn more churclics are built: than are ncces-
sitry it is a " superfluity of architecture," whecn
it says that it is undesirable for conigregations
to contract debtç that will impose too great a
strain on the mens of tlheir members, it caîls
attention to a real danger of our time and of
our cit>'. The ur.necessary multiplication or
thc unwise and injurious concentration of
churclies in certain localities, is wve apprclhend
a more seriaus pernt of tic futurc than ice
extravagant cost of the nev erections.
Hitherto, we believe, the churches of Canada,
almost without exception, have met thecir pay-
monts of intcrest promptl>', and ]lave gone on
reducing tlieir indcbtedness. %ýMhat indivi-
vidual or society lias lost rnonoy by loans ta
cliurches in our city or neighibourhood ? We
do flot say tlîat some of these churches are
not approaching the point of pc.-il, wvhich
some cîxurclies on the other side of the linos
have actually reachod, wîhcre tlîc handsome
edifice has liad to bc put up for sale to satisfy
the creditor. In this lighit the warning of
our con tcm porary is not un seasonable. Again
when it reminds its readors " tîat churches
exist for man, not man for churches," and
"«that the supreme object of the Christian
church is to raise the individual man physi-
cally, mentally, marally, and spiritually; to
tcach him that: it is the decoration of heart
and soul which is of importanc.; that thc
heart should be the temple of a sacred in-
dwelting; that the body pure, and undefiled,
should bc wvorthy of an immortal spirit wvith
divine re'ations;" it says wvhat in substance
is repeated ver>' ortenl front cery pulpit in
this cit>'. In saying it howver, and in sa>'-
ing it sO Wveil, it deserves the thankis of the
religiaus teachers of tic people aniong us.

But when ini cannection with the subject of
church crection, it quotes the ivords of thc
Apostle, "Owe no man anything;" wvhen (t
aflirms it "to bc wrong from a business point of
view and wvrong, more especially froni a Ch ris.
tian point of vieiv, to go in debt in order that a
hiandsome structure nxay be built in which to
wvorship," and says there is no différence "hoe-
tween a Christian body.. .housing itsclf ex-
pensively, and the lady wvho runs a bill she or
hcn husband must make shifts some day to
pay, in order that lier forril may be drapcd in
costly attire and shahJ glitter with jewcls;»
wve have no hesitation in affirrning that it has
parted with good sense and is saying that

which isspeclous simply and flot truc. Whicre
tlîc congregation tan pay the whokt cost Or
the crcction nt the time %vhen it is built, it is
doubUclss most desirablc that it slîould bc
donc, and wherc thc structure is an incexpen-
sivc one, such as were most of the carlier
churches in Caaada, or wlîcre tlîc congrcga-
tioi numbcrs pcrsons of exceptional wealth,
this may bc flot only desirable but possible;
but to lay it down, as the " Mail " virtually
docs, as a principîc or universal application,
that t ks "wrong from a Christian poit of
view to go iii debt" in the erection of a liand-
some church for the wor2Jlip olf God, is to
take ground W!.Cîcar bc maintaintd neither
by considcrat-on of justice nor of policy. In
many cascs it wculd bc unr-casonablc to cx-
pc'ct the menibcrship of a cpngrcg.ttion at the
timc of its croction to pay the ivholc cost of
it, and to pay it in a ycar or two at most.
And in a stili greater nuimber of instanccs to
dcfer tUicection of a ncw church, until the
wh/o/c moncy which it should cost %vas paid or
cvcn subscribed would bc far from taking the
wise course in promoting the interests of the
congregation or the dcnomination-would, in
fact, bc most impolitic. Let the Trustees of
tic Metropolitan Church in this city--to take
only one instance-sa>' wvh.thcr in the in-
terests of the body and of religions wvork and
liCe as reprcsented by it, st has flot bcen a wise
thing to crcct the handsonie building ini Mc-
Giui Square, cven though a large dcbt stili
rests upon it.

We arc flot sony that the "*M ail " bas givcn
its vicwvs on this question. Truth ever gains
by discussion. Whorc the churches are
guided by righit aims and ordinary prudence
thcy have nothing to fear from such
articles. The more liberally disposcd should
not grudge the comfor'. which they give
to some wvho find it difficult: to part
with thicir money, cither for churches or for
an>' other public object. It is difficult, how-
ever, to suppress a feeling of surprise at the
quarter from which this wvarning against the
contraction of dcbt, cornes. If rumour is rlot
even more than ordinarily false, our contemn-
porary has flot hesitated to contract debt on
a large scale, and lias sunk in promoting part>'
ends a far largcr sum than the most extrava-
gantof theChristiancongrcgationsofthisorany
Canadian city is likely to expend on a church
edificc. But perhaps the article on which -we
have thus freely commented, is the indication
of a necv departure in this rcepecL If it is
wrong for Christian people to contract debt
ini the erection of handsorne churches, can it
be right for the newspaper which addresses to
them such grave moral lectures on the subject,
to do so in providing a first class dail>'? There
is only one answer. Let us trust in the in-
tcrcsts alike of high moralit>' and of appro-
hensive pape-~manufacture! . that in this case
right and fact-so arien se,-tarated-vill be
fully accordant
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BAIUUL--At Barrie, ist Tuesday of F bruary.
ToioNTo.-In the awi place, on %lie si t Mcnda1 cf

March.
OTTrAw.-Tn Si. Andrew's Chumch, Ottawa, on Tues-

day, 5th FebruaMy at .- i
?Aiuis.--Ptesbytery o rascetsinRierSreiGurch,

Paris, en first Tuesday cf February, 1S78, ti t a.M
Loxr>oN.-Next régular ineetnz in lit Presbyterian

Chuth, London, on the third Tuesclay in Mtrdi, 1 878, ai

ANrrOBA.-In Knox ChUrCh, NVinnipe, 2nd Wedîics-
day ofM.Itch.


