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glorious harvest than that of the ficld or the
garden—the harvest of youthful souls, It is
a sign of the times that plentiful conversions
occur during the winter season among the
children. Surcly it is worth the labor of these
months if the young arc being led by the
grace of God through ¢he instrumentality of
their teachers to the truth as it is in Jesusand
to the membership of the Church.  The Sab-
bath school is no longer regarded as a mere
intellectual arcna in which young wits may be
sharpened. It is the nursery of the vineyard.
It is the place where the affections are called
into cxzercise.  The hearts of the children are
stirred by the presentation of the gospel by
those who are seeking jewels for Immanucl's
crown from among the ranks of the Sabbath
school. It will indeed be a delight to all to
scc as the result of this winter’s labors a large
number of those who answer to the words of
the paraphrase,

S In life's glad mom, when sprightly youth
In vilh ardor glows,
And shines with all the fairest charms
Which besuty can disclose,”

to see such blossoming into spiritual fruitful-
ness, These will become teachers in turn.
They will fill the ranks of church membership
as they become thinned by decath or removal.
The Sabbath school is indeed a most hopeful
work. Now while it is called das, let our
Sabbath school teachers be up and doing.
Let them exhibit strong faith in the working
of the Spirit’s power. Let hope brighten their
efforts, an; courage make them staunch in the
performance of their important duties.

T

THE “MAIL" ON THE SIN OF DEBT.

N article with the caption, “Mania for
New Churches ™ lately appeared in the
columns of one of the daily newspapers in this
city. Thearticle would probably be regarded
as slightly pretentious in more respects than
one, but with its gencral tone there is not
much fault to be found. It condemns some
practices which it is to be hoped, few would
justify: it states some truths which are too
obvious to be lost sight of by persons of ordi-
nary intelligence; and it makes other state-
ments which are more specious than true, but
which will mislead only those who are more
than willing to be misled in the matter to
which they refer.

We would not condemn less strongly than
the “Mail,” the methods said to have been
adopted lately by a congregation in this city
for removing the indebtedness under which it
had come by extensive improvements madc
on its church property. It isto be hoped that
it will never become-general in Canada to use
the Lord’s day and the usual hour of worship
for beating up subscriptions from all and
sundry who may happen to be present, and
many of whom are there for the sole purpose
of worshipping God. And whatever the time
or thé method taken for raising funds for the
erection of Churches, or for any Christian
object whatever, if the money subscribed can
only be paid by an act of injustice to lawful
creditors, it is wrong., Religion, that which
the church is erccted to promote, can never
gain by it. And we are tHankful to the secu-
lar press if it helps us to stamp such a course
with reprobation. The “Mail” will not ex-
pect contradiction from any reasonable being
on this other point also, that it is “ wrong from

a business point of view, wrong, especially
from a Christian point of vicw, to go in dcebt
in order that a handsome structurc may be
built, when the structure is unneccessary, and
there is already a building in existence
capable of mecting every nced.” We know a
little about the churches in our city} and we
do nnt know any casc in which this has been
done, or in which it is likcly tobedone. The
leading meu in all the churches have at least
an ordinary measure of good scnse, and not
many of them are burdencd with superflous
moncy. They may be trusted not to do any-
thing so very foolish as to pay their hundreds
and thousands of hard-carned moncey to crect
a new church when one exists capable of
meeting cvery nced.  May we sugpest to our
critic that the membership of a congregation
is the best judge of the suitableness in form,
dimensions, and locality of the cxisting cdi-
fice to “its every need?”

When the “Mail” tells its readers, that
when more churches are built than are neces-
sary it is a “superfluity of architecture,” when
it says that it is undesirable for congregations
to contract debts that will impose too great a
strain on the means of their members, it calls
attention to a real danger of our time and of
our city. The unnecessary multiplication or
the unwise and injurious concentration of
churches in certain localitics, is we apprehend
a more serious peril of the futurc than the
extravagant cost of the new erections.
Hitherto, we belicve, the churches of Canada,
almost without exception, have met their pay-
ments of interest promptly, and have gone on
reducing their indebtedness.  What indivi-
vidual or socicty has lost moncy by loans to
churches in our city or ncighbourhood? We
do not say that some of these churches are
not approaching the point of pc.il, which
some churches on the other side of the lines
have actually reached, where the handsome
cdifice has had to be put up for sale to satisfy
the creditor. In this light the warning of
our contemporary is not unseasonable. Again
when it reminds its readers “that churches
exist for man, not man for churches” and
“that the supreme object of the Christian
church is to raise the individual man physi-
cally, mentally, morally, and spiritually; to
tcach him that it is the decoration of heart
and soul which is of importance; that the
heart should be the temple of a sacred in-
dwelling; that the body pure, and undefiled,
should be worthy of an immortal spirit with
divine reiations;” it says what in substance
is repeated very often from cvery pulpit in
this city. In saying it, however, and in say-
ing it so well, it deserves the thanks of the
religious teachers of the people among us.

But when in connection with the subject of
church erection, it quotes the words of the
Apostle, “Owe no man anything;” when it
affirms it “to be wrong from a business point of
view and wrong, more especially from a Chris-
tian point of view, to goin debt in orderthat a
handsome structure may be built in which to
worship,” and says there is no difference “be-
tween a Christian body...housing itself ex-
pensively, and the lady who runs a bill sheor
her husband must make shifts some day to
pay, in oraer that her form may be draped in
costly attire and shall glitter with jewels;”
we have no hesitation in affirming that it has
parted with good sense and is saying that

which is specious simply and nottrue.  Where
the congregation ¢cdn pay the whole cost of
the crection at the time when it is built, it is
doubiless most desirable that it should be
done, and where the structure is an incxpen-
sive onc, such as were most of the carlier
churches in Canada, or where the congrega-
tion numbers persons of exceptional wealth,
this may be not only desirable but possible;
but to lay it down, as the “Mail” virtually
docs, as a principle of universal application,
that it is “wrong from a Christian point of
vicw to go in debt” in the crection of a hand-
some church for the worship of God, is to
take ground which can be maintained neither
by considcration of justice nor of policy. In
many cases it weuld be unreasonable to ex-
pect the membership of a cpngregation at the
time of its crection to pay the whole cost of
it, and to pay it in a ycar or two at most.
And in a still greater number of instances to
defer the crection of a new church, until the
whole mroncy which it should cost was paid or
cven subscribed would be far from taking the
wise course in promoting the interests of the
congregation or the denomination-—would, in
fact, be most impolitic. Let the Trustees of
the Metropolitan Church in this city—to take
only one instance—say whether in the in.
terests of the body and of religious work and
life as represented by it, it has not been a wise
thing to crect the handsome building in Me-
Gill Square, even though a large debt still
rests upon it.

We are not sorry that the “Mail” has given
its views on this question. Truth ever gains
by discussion.  Where the churches are
guided by right aims and ordinary prudence
thcy have nothing to fear from such
articles. The more liberally disposed should
not grudge the comfort which they give
to some who find it difficult to part
with their money, cither for churches or for
any other public object. It is difficult, how-
ever, to suppress a feeling of surprise at the
quarter from -which this warning against the
contraction of debt, comes. Ifrumour is not
even more than ordinarily false, our contem-
porary has not hesitated to contract debt on
a large scale, and has sunk in promoting party
cnds a far larger sum than the most extrava-
gantof theChristiancongregations,of thisorany
Canadian city is likely to expend on a church
cdificc. But perhaps the article on which e
have thus freely commented, is the indication
of a new departure in this reepect.  If it is
wrong for Christian people to contract debt
in the erection of handsome churches, can it
be right for the newspaper which addresses to
them such grave moral lectures on the subject,
to doso in providing a first class daily? There
is only onc answer. Let us trust in the in-
terests alike of high morality and of appre-
hensive paper-manufacture:s, that in this case
right and fact—so often separated—uwill be
fully accordant
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MEETINGS OF PRESB;T ERY.

BARRIE.—At Bande, 1st Tuesday of F bruary, -

TORONTO.—In the usuai place, on vie Ist Morday of
March.

OTTAWA.~In St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, on Tues-
day, 5th Febmary, at 3 p.m. L.

§Ams.--i>r5bytery of Daris meetsin Ri *zr Streer Church,
Paris, on first Tuesday of February, ISZS, At It am,

LoNDON.~—Next regular mcct;:g n 1t Presbyterian
Church, London, on the third Tuesday in Murch, 1878, at

2 p.m
E!.\mmu.-—ln Knox Church, Winnipeg, 2nd Wednes-
day of March.



