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" ‘DIVINITY,

THE FEAR OF THE LORD A TRESERVATIVE FROM
RUTN.

Concluded.

2. But Sclomon in my testspeaks of tho snares of
death. Lot us then enquisc what thoso saaros are.
and where thoy are la'l?i.

By tho wurd snaros in this piacs, we may under-
stand those al’'uremeats and teap.ations which are
hold out to catch and ruin thesoul.

Of these, thero is a variety to suit overy taste,
temper, aod situation.

Tho men of the world aro skilful in the art of de-
ception. Satan the subtle enciny has a boundless
store of devices, aoda husy set of agents to Jdraw
you ioto the traps and gins he has laid. Nono are
00 much cndangersd, ¢; sa liablo to be seducod and
overcomo, s5the young and the uususpecting.

Thore ate some fine-spun snares calculated to
warp the miad from the bost principles, and euvtao-
gle itin the worst errora.  Into such errors the ig-
norant aod inexporicaced are often drawn step by
step, before they aro aware of the consequences.
Perbaps they arr hirst pleased with curious quentions,
and afterwards bewildered 1~ith refined sabtilities
and quibbles in the shapo of argumcnts.  There
aro many snares prepared to lure aod captivate the
imagination. We seo in too many instances, ow
easily tho youthful fancy is caught with novelty,
wealth and, splendour. Many snares aro baited to
attract tho animal passions and appetites. How
ofion is the venom that dostroys tho soul conveyed
through those narrow inlets, the senses. To enu-
merata even half tho suares that beset your path
éxceeds my poywer.

Do you ask, where ars these snarcs laid? I re-

’Somctimcs they are Iaid in books. 1 love to seo
it young people a taste for reading, yet it needs to
bo well dirceted. Thousauds of volumes are easily
to be found, that are filled with matter worsc thav
msost deadly poison, yet mixed with a high season-
ing of wit aud humpur. Many young scoplo eager-
ly soizo plays, novels, idle tales, and such other
things as tend wholly to unsettle their thoughts, vi-
tiate and corrupt their passions, and open their way
into the haunts of dissipation. Bo careful, my
young friends, what books you choose: you may
wish somothingto entertain you, and call that dry
reading which does not suit your taste. Yot re-
member it is, bot what is most agroeable at first,
but that which will prove most useful in the ond,
ought to be chosen Lath for the body and the mind,
If wo frequently give a child lescious sweetmeats,
weo make it loathe wholesomo foed, aed hy pam-
pering the appetite destroy its health.  You may
ioded find many books that tustruct and cntertain
atthe same timo, and if you consult your well-in-
formed and serious friends, thoy will gladly direct
you to them.

Beadly snares are often laid among companions.
Young peuple aro powerfully influenced by exam-
ple. T ey catch, as if by sudden coatagion, the
scntiments and the languago of those arousd them.
Bad cxamples have always ocen numorous, but
good ones very scarce.  Bo not then too cager to
get into an extensive acquaintance.  You caanot he
o0 cautious in the choice of your associates. How
many havo becnuniarily linked in with gay, dissi-
pated companions, and by their smouth words, and
corrupt ways, Ied torvin.  Thewise man gives this
recdiul advice, ** My son, i sinners entice thee, con-
seat thou not,” Prov. i.10—17.  Boware then of
following vain or vicious porsons, whatover attrac-
tions they may possess. It is amaxim which daily
ohsorvation confrrms, ¢ Evil communications cor-
rupt good maancts.” . '
. 'Thero are many snaresin the congorns of business.
Religion indeed is. no fricnd to idléncss. Wo are
commanded to be both diligent in busivess, and fer-
vent in spirit, sérving the Lord.  Tho most donge:
rous condition, is to be wholly unemployed, and gi-

for divine graco, and rejoice in the Saviour's pre-
senco? Then you will nssuredly bo presorved from
the paths of the destroycr.

'von up to indolence. Yet there aro few callings,
and worldly pursuits, that are not attended with
some toruptations and snarcs. It is necussary that
most porsons should eugago in busivess, but the evil| The following arethe words of the celobrated Sir
isin being carried away by the crooked maxims,|Matthew Hale, swho, both as an uprigln Jjudge and
loose maneers, and solfish spirit of the world. How ,a sincere christan, was one of the brightest orna-
many promising young mon, while they imag,inelmenls of his agv: - They whotruly fear God, have
they ouly launch boldly into trade, are also launch- asecret guidance from a higher wisdom than what
ing ijuto the dangerous tido of dissipation.  Whilo, s barely human, oamely, the Spirit of truth and
they re gaining ground in the world, they aro los- goudness, which dues really, though sceretly, pre-
ing almost every advantago of a roligioss educa- ven( and direct them.  Any man that siucercly aud
tion. truly foars Alinighty God, and calls and relics upon
‘Thero are many sarres lnid umong the amusements him for divection, has it as really as a son has the
pursued hy the young  We caunot, say you, bo al-, counsel and direction of a futher, and thuugh the
ways tied to learning and labour. I know it. Re-, voice be nut audible, nor discornihle by sense, yetat
laxation is allowable, hecause in a due degree it is,is equally real, ns if a man hoard a voico saying,
useful. Bur tho gay amusermeants of the world are| This is the way, walk io it.”
genevally the firstinlets to folly and proflizaey. ¥ - Tlic observance of this socrot admonition of the
beliove most yyung reople begin to indalge in them  Spirit of God in the heart, is an affectual mouns w
with the intention of not going too far. When how- | cleansc and sanctify us; and the more it is attended
ever they are o:co drawn  within the whitl of fashi- | to, the more it will be_conversaat with our svuis,
eunable diversions, it is no easy matter to escape the, for their justruction. Iu the midst of diffculues,
gulphin which other have bieen swallowed up and ' will be our couvasellor , in the midst uf temptatiuns,
lost. What numbers, for instance, have begun 10 it will be our stren th, and graco suflicient for us; m
play cards, merely to pass away a few hours of timo the midst of trouble, it will bo our light and cew-
orimitate those around them: who atlength have

fort.”
been braught to beggary and desperntion by gaming., Ishall ow sum up tho hints dropped in this dis-
3. Ishall shew ig:w the fear of the Lord guarZs course, in a few Wo]%s of exhortatﬁ)n.
you from the snores of death.

> . 1. I exhort you, my young friends, to think of the
1. Godly fear will preserve you from destryction, , dreadful consequences of lving and dying without
hecauso it will render you watchful.

A peoitence and without pardon. When lusc hath

Those whe, by the fattering charms of the world, | conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin when its

nnd the wiles of Satan, arc lulled into slumber, s0{finished, bringoth forth death. When God's judg-

as to forge! that death and _‘\ldgment are hmlening monts are opened and dis ,]aycd to view’ as writ-
to meet them, are in the greatest danger. Lot us f

ten in the threatenings of the word, irreiigious and
aot sleep, but watch nad bo scber.  Remember that| presumptuous men are apt to ery out, When shall
the bait of temptation is so artfully disposed, as to

0 _to these terrible things'be ! The subtie serpent whis-
conceal the hook. The pit-fulls aod traps of vice

D pors, as 1o our first pareats, ye shallwnot die; for all
are covered with flowers. The crafty fowler stands, the flattering delusions of that temper are but the
hid behind the bush, till his hapléss victim is entang- | old lie new minted, andstamped with fresh flourish-
led. Now, holy fear will induce you to ponder thees and dovices to beguile. But will you believe tho
path of your fect, that your goings mny be establish | devi), rather than the God of truth 77 Wil you ba-
ed. Evep the falls and miscarnages of others, will | gish aliserious thoughts about she things that be-
then put you on your guard. IHoly vigilanee will

% L i long to your peaca 7 Let mo affectionately eptreat
wako you turn awny your oyes irom baholding vani- i you to weigh well the tesumonies of the divine word.

ty, avd your feet from pursuing folly. Many plead, If any of you should turn away with levity and
for what they czll little indulgences, and pretend we |contompt from the lan

S - A guage of exbortation, resolv-
should not notice slight deviations. = Butitis the iz 10 g0 on in your evil ways, I must futhfully tell

little thief (as Bishop Hopkins says)jthat'creepsin at goy before huyd, what will be theend of your cowse,
the window, who opens the door to the whele gangif whoere is one wuth in the hlp; 3ou, must dnnk
that stands waiting without. You can only bo safe|yp, oven to the dregs, the cup,of diving. wrath. ~ O
while every avenue is watchfully guarded. what pangs will ferce you 1 the hopr of death!
2. Godly fear will render you devout, and thus{ Think how you shall appear before that ,God, who
keep you from destruction. bas been & wilness-of all your actions, words, aud
A dugsense of yourliableoess to error, your weak- thoughts! What can you urge to justfy you 7 Ah?
ness and insufficiency, will urge youtoa thrgne of you muststand specchless, and siok under tho bur-
grace, to scek for guidance and strengths 1t 19 said, | e of your gu:lt, without hepo. How cau you -es-
» Cornclius feared God, and his prayers and alms}qane it you neglect tho great salvation ?
ascended as a‘momorial befpro him.* . He who ge- 3 1 exhoit you to think upon the dangerops
ve: prays, is like a man going a long josrney, “:b" snarcs that besct your path. Do not suppose that
never asks which s the rightway, but always,taking ) theso cautions are ncedless. The broad way, the
tho road that appears the smoothest, goes astray. way of au ungodly world, is hung with enchanting
If you fear iio Lord, you must not only fleo from allyrements, and seducing charms. but sult it leadeth
the wrath to como, but also’ ask your way to Zion ., destruction. Be not then deluded wub ghttor-
with your faco thitherward. ~*He,” says Dr. ing appearances, nor intoxicated with sensual de-
Owen, “who prays as ho ought, will endeavour lights, nor entangled ia worldly cares. There aro
to live as he prays. He that can live in siv, and}ygim0 orrors drawn out, hiko the spider’s web to eateh
abide in the ordinary duties 9{‘. prayer, DOVCr|cha heedless. Boware of those who would a-
prays as ho ought. A truly gracious praying frame| pco yoa withsuch notjons us feed pride, rather
s inconsistent with the love cf, ar reserve for, any [ chan promote humility ; and slacken huly dihgence
e : . . instoad of quickening it. . Such porsens have ofje..
3. Godly fear will lead you to solid happiness, and | ;1 cnough to gain the coufidence of the young, and
thus reseuo you from seoking vain ploasure in tho}conly wind around thom one sifken fotter after ane
way of danger. The ardent, ycytb!'u'l mind mast] her gl they are entirely led away captive. .
cither have something to enjoy, or samething to ox-|  Phigk scriously of the danger that lies fn -the in-

pect; somethiog in possession orsomething in pur- dulgenco of the flesh.  Kecp at a szfo distanco.from
s‘urllf. Now pfloty furnishes both. '.M).’tex't f’e'lls 'y'od. d;a“r_qxgls of intemperance and wpntopess, Donat
: ho‘fc:.xrci the Lord is (;\ fountgio of life.”- 'L'his venture 10 graw afitﬂc nearer and nearer, under
ountain is shwags at hand, alwgys frec of access, {1hqo persuasion that you can stop at what paintiyou
always fall and overflowing. After tasting that the please.  You neither know yaur owvn woukness,
Lord is gracitus, you will not bo so muck tempted £0)y0r the powar of temptation. ~ The desceut i paths
dip into overy muddy stream, or drink in‘niquity as

A A of vico is casy, but a roturn is difficult. Would yon
the ox drinkethin water. Dg you ecargestly Pray oot rather have a dry crust with a blessing 1 it




