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v , rov. xv. 7.—The lps of the wese dispe,se Knowledge.
E [Concluded.]

+ F. Tog pI1«pZRSI10N OF KNOWLENGE BY THE LIPS OF
i THE WIsE.
Divine providence, for wise and gracious purposes,
- hus cudowed tnen with the power of speech, where-
' by thsy cab communicate their idgus to one another,
= with clearness and precision.  Without this faculty,
iznorauce would sull hold its gloomy empive oves
the human mind, and reen would stand nearly on a
- level with the brute creation.  But by this heavents
. #ift, there is a mutual communication of thought:
light is added to light. and the geueral fund of kuow-
ledgo is astonishingly increased.  This contibutes
largely to the stock of human happiness: for the wise
enjoy the oxquisite pleasure of communicating hnow-
ledge, nnd the ignorant that of recciving instenetson.
When this blessing is wisely improved, it conseys the
reatest good, but when abused, it becomes a dread-
ul scourze.  T'he arise in heart shall be called pru-
deat: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learnuns,
But an ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips
there is a burning fire.  Prov. xvi. 21, 27,
Wise men carcfully improve the gift of speech.

Having acquired arich store of useful hnowledge, i time he carefully points out their weahnesss, fru)-
it is the delight of their hearts 10 disperse it abroad. | ties, corruptions, and sins; and direets then to loch

That they may dn so in the best way, they prepare

tv the ficld of the world, to sow the vsetul seed Bur
as the husbandman considers the quality of the seil,
end the sced that is proper for it; <o the wise man
considers the capacities and dispositions of men, and

and good spreads knowledge abroad that is suid,
clear, and winnowed clean from the chadl of obscuri-

ty, levity, or error.”  Such knowledge hnproves the
understanding, amends the heart, and reforms the

life: while that whichis mixed with error, or which
is unskillully arranged, .spruads darkuess over the
understanding, creates disgust, and produces no goud
froit.  On hearing erroneous and unskilfal teachers,

we arcled 10 inquite, in the language of the bord 10

Job, 2ok is this that darkneil rounsel by cords with-
out knowledge?  Job xxxviii. 2.

Some men of weak intelleet, ardently desirous of

public opplause, disperse foolish conjectures, and
doubtiu} opinions; pretending to explain what all
wise men havo over deemed meaplicable.  Aveerd-
ing to their account, they perfeetly understand the
mystery of the Trinity, the scerct counsels of God
hofore the foundation of the world was laid, the fore-

knowledge and deerees of Gad. and the nature of

the invisible world,  Nearly allied 2o these aro our
famous deulers in Allegories, by which they can

prove any thing they please. A single metaphor, in: wide world is your partsh, and the ends of e carth

their zpprehension, may have twenty different mean- | sour circut.

ings. Is Christ compared to the vine 7 They tell
,us the comparison holds good in us many particulans
“es the vine has properues.  Are good men culled
sheep?  In oxplaining this fizueative allusion, they
give us all the properties and peculiarities of that
aniraal, afirming that cach is included in the neta-
phor.  Perhaps the idea intended to be conveyed by
the comparison is overlooked, and the sense of the
-passage, as well as its beauty and strength, entircly

0823 and thus the holy scriptures are pesverted, and
the multitude misled, merely to display tho inventive
{aguhy of @ weah and vain teachor.  Commonsense,
without much leaming, will care this cvil.

lup. by a hving faith, to the Lord Jesus L
their knowledge for dispersion, as the husbanduian ) full salvation hoth from the zudt, the dominon, and
epares his seed, betore he scatters it in the field. pollution of sin. He makes known 1o tem the

r . ;
F}y careful study, they seleet what is useful, arrunge | ddurable verfections of God, the charaeter und of-
their plans of communication, and then go forth m- | fites of Jesus, and the nature and opesation- of the

Igoes from house to house, as the pastor of his flock,
what kind of knowledgeis most likely to promote "‘“““?r.i"‘e‘s' the serds of knowledge with hl’{""dl hands.
their best interests.  Zarah. the root of the Hebrew | He visits the a_lck. the !mh(-rlcs} aud the wigow : and
word, which our translators reader disperse, signifies ; pours mstruction nud_ consolation mte therr troutded
the spreading abroad that kind of knowledge which, hc.ms: Whcen h‘e mnes w “h, company, '",ﬂ'c pr-
it clear and well winnowed.  Therve 1s evidendy an !,“f‘“‘ circles of f"‘c"‘ls'"l’g lic is not out of his work.
allusion to corn which has been made cléan by the | There he watches for suitable oppurtunities of con-
fan, before itis used as sced. Holden, in his para., veying inswuction to all around. He does not, like
phrase of this verse, says, * The speech of the wise: @ stein inquisitor, or a jeswtical hvpociite, pit on

R is the proper business of n Eowpnl Vonseter to
disperse knowledgo.  This s bis lugh ealling
and, to eusure suceess, lie enciches his pwn mind |
with valuable treashires of sacred hanng.  Labe- !
vious and painful studies in the closet, prepare him
for the pulpit, from whenee he dispeises knowladge
largely, both to saints and sinners.  Under his win-
istry, christians in every state, whether babes, youug
men, or fathers in Christ, are taught these thmgs
whick pertainto the kingdomot Gadi. e is lix un-
to @ man that isun houscholder, which biings fo. kot
of his treasure things new and ofd.  Maut. . 52
‘That this is the design of Gud, wm the appointment
of the ministry, is clearly evident:  For the Leiest’s
lips should keep knowledgs. and they should swk the
Lue at his mouth : for ke is Messengor of the ord of
Hosts.  Mal. it 7.

From the pulpit, a Messenger of the Lord of
Hosts, explains and enforces dnine connnauds,
opens and applics precious promises, and states the
awful threatemngs of his God. Iy this means the
careless wre larmed, the fearful arc encourased, apd
the pious are edificd.  1le teaches his flock to pray
to Gud for a supply of all their wants, te priso lim
for ali their enjoyments, and v all things to love,
honour, and obey him. He teaches them how to
govern themselves and their families, awil how to
pertorm every social and cisil duty. At ue same

.

hist for a

Holy Ghost.
Buta prescher of tho word of God, does not con-
fine his mstructions to the palpit.  He frequently

sloomy and melanchely ars s £or tue, m his wppre-
hension, would render uo service to the cause of
truth.  You sce him cheerful without fiothy ievity,
and serious without gloom or aelancholy. The
manner s which bo disperses knowledze, on these
oceasions, is notstilf or forinal, havghty or overbear- |
mg: but casy, atfable, and sweeily engaging.—
While he conducts himself upon this plan, he is hon-
oured in all companies as a pleasant companion. a
faithful friend, or a venerable futher.

If it be enquired, where 2 minister of Christshonld
disperse knowledge, the answer 15 obvious: the
whole world is before lum, and be is commisioned
(0 preach the cosped to every creaiure.  Mark xvi. 15,
VWhen he talhs with men or women iu tho house, or
by the way, Jic should endeavour to pour hght it
iheir mnds ;s that no ene may leave him,” unless
1t be his own fault, without some degree of mental
impravement.  One, perhaps, objects to du tius, be-
causc he is not in his own parish, and aaother, be-
cause be is not in his oo orcait: Boss you, the

You should be iike the sun w the fir-
mament, whose woing forth is from the cad of the
iwtoen, and his circuit unts the ends of it. Ps.xiv. 68
Providence may send you to the east or the wesi, te
the north or the south: but you will not be seut ont
of the field of action, until you are ealled 0 a better!
warld. Go ferih, therefore, in the name of thic Loid,
abide in your work, aud feuve the event to him.
‘Thus you will five respecied, die fantented, and your
memory will be precious. .

Wihile the mimsters of religion are cmployed in
di-nersing knowledgo, (';ious pavents and heads of
families are wstrecting thoso childi-n, servants and
other domestics who are placed under their iinme-

diate care. Childien, whea they came avothe world,
have every thing to learn. ‘1o teach them geeesse
oy traths, i a plan familiar way, s the delightful
task of pradent parcuts. - Memabcervauts, genevally
speahing, e eatremely ignocant. Masiers, who
reap the advantage of their lal ours, are bound, nos
only to afford them sublicient snpport, but to teach
them good things,  Indesd, all who live  er the
soof of @ wise man. are sure U unprove m hnow-
Wedge. What avede field of wsefulid <ty hum
i his own habitanos ! May the Leads of fanilies
eriously comsiter thist and humbly pray foe wisdom
to direet them in thes important work ¥ Thar sta-
tion in life is truly bonourable s may it prove exeei
stvdly useful !

Wise tutors, who are entrusted with the eduea-
tion of youth, are hounurahly emplused in the dis-
persion of knowledze. s no ohyeetion that they
teach for hite s for that is ahsolutely nedessary m
the presentstwre of things. Without @ just retnune
ration of their babuurs, xi:cytm:nut Five; and o shis,
as well as in other ermployments, The ladourer 1s
worthy of his crecnt=d. 1T, vo 12 "Those totors
wha are traly wice, do not confine the instractions
1o literary suljedts: the linportane of kaly living
forms a considerad e part of their pizn. “Fhere ave,
indeed, many pecsons craployed in the tition of
young people, who e vold of true wisdom them-
selves : but what pradent pasent would venture to
place his childven under their care U Let all who are
eiployed jn this way, cow-ader the high responsshy-
lity of their prefessiezn, both o itielates to this world,
and that which is 10 coue: wud let their first cave
be, to atain that wisdom wineh will vender them
useful to the pupils in parucalar, and to socicty in
general,

There are mary wise inen, in the private walks
of life, who disperse know ledge without noise or os-
tentation.  Actoated by puie benevolence, they do
zood on a small seale, with heartfolt satbsofactiog.
‘Though ohscure, ind nenoticed, by the world, they
have a eirele of reliiives, fiiends, and acqgumntanee .
and, however small that citele may be, they Iahour
in it with considerable sueeess. ‘The seeds of knew -
ledge which they seatter, frequently tzhe deep raot,
and produce gocd fruit.  in ‘the day of judgment,
when the seerets of men’s hearts shall be roveale,
thousands of this description will appear with hon-
our before the judge.

A wise man disperses knowledge whers it is most
f:d.e His labours we not confine 1 to ono sect of
professors, o3 to one class of men.  Lils countryme
i generzl, and thoe of his own et in partsenta,
clam his fisst care: but at the same time, he cares
for men of cvery country, and of every seet. Wle g
divme Providence opens his w ay, he s as wiling 1o
inatiuct the savage lndians as the most poiite une
refned panons. — He loves all the human race,
whether they live on continents, or in the isdands | f
the sea: and whether he iy placed with cluldeen or
adules, he sl preceeds in his waork.

An exprrienced teacher, carcfully considering the
states and wants of those who Learken 1o his conn-
sels conveys that kivd af kamelvdgechich he deems os.
sentislly necessary, 1o promute tiewr hest intevesis.
Their intellectuad powers, iuclinations, tempers, ind
prejudices, are vanious; but having an extensive and
mitute acyuzintance with hanan nature. he s abne,
to surmount these diflicultics. Thus the aposile
Paul, whose tadcats as 2 public 1cacher cannot be
calied in question, carefully studied bwnan nature,
and prudently adapted his discourses to the circom-
stanees of those who heacd ' m. I refeicucee to
tus he says, Do the weak b _we I as uvak, thet 1
mizhs gain the week : 1 em made all things to cli-
mett, that Laignt by all mee s save some~1 Cor.
x- 220 This was the plan of the other apostles, who
were constantly weoning wery man, sad teaching
cvery man in oll wisdom that they might prezcnt every
man perfect ia Christ Jesus.  Col, i. 23,

The motites of a wise man, in the dispersion of
knowledge, are pure and honourtle, 1lc is not in-
fluenced by a love of empty fame; which, in bis
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