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tice feast cf tic laborers. The youîîiger
Cyrus plaîîttd inaîîy trees ivitli ]lis ou'nt
lisîidg, %vliieli tvonld ijot ho a slubjeet cf
ellcoiîîituîn, if Lic intenîtiont did tiot place
the amnusement; in the iit respectable
liglit. Eveu at this day tic Enitperor cf
China, on a pirticula- festival, 110li8 tho
plougla, tlint hoe uîîay set the exaltiplo to
lis subjects a cevcîtîoîîy, tyluich, as iL.
cert4îitily produces thc )est efFe-etq, is per-
Itia iîture tvcrthy of tic tiirole tItan al
titose thtat are iiitteîîdu-l Lo display tic
pridue cf royalty." Aërieultutre lias al-
wciys been enccîuragcd in China hy Lie
Goverîneît. Every year, front titite iiii-
uiinoricîl, a grand festival is celebrated
iii iLs honior iu ail Lie principal towns of
tlte emipire, andi the Ellîperlor Itinîseif, on1
titis occasion, works iii a field! in the Calvi-
rons cf Ickin. In te aneient Iniporial
ontliniances, ive fiîtd the fclluwiiig pre.
cept z-* If thore is a niait io doos not
lahor, a inmnu -%%ho dloc tiot, spin, saino
cite suffers fronut cold or itinger in tic
country." Noute cf the Clitueserreformiera,
have forgotton tie noble nixitaiu ; mnuy
cf ten have been celebratcd by the zeal
ivitît whîich they have put it in practice.
Ainoctg tItis nunîber is quoted an cmi-
perer cf tic faîuily ci Pung. Fa.ithfcîl
te the spirit wvbichlî ad ccîtstaîttly in-,
spired his predecessors, titis nîotareh
Caused at iafinity of the nionasteries cf
te Bonzes to lie destroyed. AutLer, tic

Eiuperor Yoîîg-Cluing, who reigîuod ait the
cnd of tlte hast ceittury, ordered the
goveriiors of tins provinices ta seîud Minu
every yez.r bte naine cf Lie pensanit wuho
lîad reuidered Iiiîtiseîf iuoticed by bis ap-
pllicationi ta fîtriitg alld lus gocwl cotîduet.
This diligentt laborer wvas raised Le, thc
r.uik of mndarinu cf the eighth. order,
a distinictioni viich (gavo hit a rigit
rntl cnvied iut Chita, ýiat cf Lakiiîg ton,
with the governor îîîd reintitin,? seatcd
ia bis presence. Oit lus deatlî, great
liiera were reutlercd Min, aîid ]lis ntaine
,%vas iîuscribed with ponîp iii the hl cf
buis ancestors. Tihis wise policy lias itot
,only resulted iii augînentiug tic nuîuli"r
of fariners in Chita, but mîoivluere are
tboy more estceuned, aîîd Lbcy rank mucli
higher Liait the oehauuics and unerchatuts
of the city.

Dr. William Rutherford, in his IlVieiv
of Atîcient History," (vGI. 1, page 125,)
soya :-" IL %vas cite gi-cat abject cf gev.
eritinent, in all the castera empires, ta
encourage pepui.tticn and agriculture.
The original law cf the Creator, « itcrease,
inultiply, aiid repleiiislt bte cartli;' lias
iiover licou forgotten in Asia, whîiere, it
miodecrn as ini ancient ties, a imerous
progeuuy is locked tipon as the cbief bless-
ing wbich. henven eau bostoiw. Tie taon-
acî distributed rewards annuaily t.o such
as had xnany children. To render popu-
lation a blessiag, it is mecessary that, the
Carth should produace sufficient nourish-

nient for iLs inhabitants. 'l'ie fie clititato
auit fertile soi! cf Asia invite,! its pmos-
sessuri te avait tîtettuselves cf titis liottty
cf nature. 'lo tîtake a,«riculittiîre floutii
leice ait object cf public attentiont, anîd
cf inuilerial mitunificenice. 'l'lie Satrape,
whose provinices %vorc be8t cutltivated, en-.
joyed îîîost or flite royal favor; and su-
pertiitencleuts wvore appoiuited to ituspeot
teir rural laira nt ecoiioiîy. hience
te pubtlic %woiks cuit cancils at Bahylolt,

Siiîilaur Lo thiose iii Egyjut, ta atssicu;t to
tèrtiity cf te cartit. lit sucli repukuticui
tvae litnsliaidry hlted, tat precejiLs; coii-
certtig iL eitcred jîtto blir bocks cf
religion. iThe saint, accordiug te Zomoas-
tur, wvas to planît use! ni treecs, te destroy
mioxiotis antials, Le coîîvcy vatcr Le te
te dry lands, atîd te fcllcw tie laboure

cf agrictilturo. "Howlto sowstLitegrouuid
w'îtli cre aiid diligenice," says te Zetitla-
vesta, acquires a great,-r stock cf religious
nierit titan lie could gain by fasting and
sacrifices." In te sprîng cf every year
a festival wma celebratedl, designed te
represent the primitive equality aud te
prescrit connexion cf niankind. lThe
inoarclî cf thc Eat, exclîcuging tîte
splendoeur cf his throne for nie gelutio
greatiiess, freehy îîtingled ivitl the huux-
blcst but niost useful cf ]lis subjects. On
thatt day the lîuisbandtaoen wvere adtnitted.
%vitlicut distinction, te the table cf Lte
Kiiig atîd lus satrape. Tic severeign ac-
cepted their petitions, enquired into tîteir
grievances, aîtd coiîversed iiîth Oen on
equal tonus. Il Frot your labours," saïd
lie, "l io reccive cuir subsistatîco; yen de-
rive your traîîquility front our vigilance;
sitîce, therefere, ive are mtttually noces-
sary te tacit other, lot us livo tegetîter
liko brotiers, lu concord aud 'love," As
agriculture, te trme aîîd permantîenxt source
cf %vealth. and prospenity, was tlins lien-
cured and eîîceuragcd iii Asia, te mcde
in wcih te severeigna r-.iseid titeir
reventues was imot oppressive Le their suli-
jeets.

In Greco, owing te iLs situation and
soil, rgrictilturû did uiot receivo stich cars
an(l attenttion as iii otîter cotuntries. But
says te Abbe Mi\illet :-" As te Greeks
incrca.sed in knuwledgeO, Llîey quickly bo-
camet senisible of tic imtportance cf augni-
culture, to whlîi thoy lîad showuî great
dicilikoe, before thîcy becante tluorougitly
acquitited îvith te benefite cf society.
IL la agriculture iich penples and sup-
ports kingtlonis, auid procures for Lient
teir muost solid riches. IL ia upen agri-

culture tVunt thc bappitîcas cf naticns situ-
ated in a fertile soul depetîds. Pleuty cf
natural productions procures otîmer iveaith,
or preventth Le people from. leing sensible
cf te i-ont cf iL. Witbout the fruits of
thc eartîx all other riches are buit a uiseless
burden, and ive sormetintes sec the fable
cf Midas by WvoLful experertcxe rcahized.
IL Nwas for thiat Timfl thnt the sages of

antiquity, particîîlarly Xenophon, appliedl
ta Lte study of titis stilijcct, iwitl which,
they oug-lit to bave licou Stili better ac-
qtiaiiited ; tîteir lessotia leiîîg Iiiiiitedl to
the' COiniti practiceocf tîtoir owvn tintes.
Sucrates, the iwiscst phlilosophecr of nu-
tiqunty, said -.--"Agriculture je in oui-
ployîîîcîît thic îîost wvorthy of the applica-
tion of tuat ; the niost alicienit and tho
nîlost stutable to his uatutre. It ici the
coinniocî nurse of' ai! personts iii cvery «ei
andl conditioni of life , iL is Lte source of
licaltl,, streuigtît, plcîîty anîd riches ; and
of il Lhouisnd scier deliglits aîîd lioneat
pleastires. IL ici the nîjatress aîîd schoot
of sobricty, tom peratîce, justicL, religion,
anîd, iu short, of ail virtues, civil and
iiîilitry.'

War anid agriculture wvore the twco chief
enîiployiînents of th o inatîs. Lucius
Q uintius Cincinnatus,' a culebratcd dicta-
tor, wvcîa talion froin tho plough to coin-
înand tic Romnan aiies. Atur htaviiig
acconîîphishied the desireocf bis friends, set
Uic affaira of te stato iii order, and masti-
tuted good laws, lie resiglued his office,
aîîd retired to lus farni. The seintora
coînrncnly resided in the country, and
cultivated the -round %vitlî thteir own.
bandsa; and the noblest fantiliez derived
their surîtanies from cultivatinc, particular
kiîîds of grain. To bc a good husband-
man was accounted tbe lîigbest praise;
and wvhoever noglectedl lus grouîîd, or cul-
tivnted iL iîîîproperly, wvas liable to Uic
aniniad version of the censora. Vint the
Romlans were very attentive to every part
cf huisbandry, appears frora tic writers on.
that; eubjeet, Cato, Varro, Pliny, Colu-
niella, Paiiadius, &c. Virgil, Hlorace,
Ovid, and ottors, have written pastoral
poe. Celsus, tbe physician, as well as
others, tvrote oit agriculture

Thus wo sea what agriculture tras
thouglit cf iii anciont titîtes; liow it, tas
encourcged, fostered, doveioped aîîd pro-
nioted by every possible mens; how the
tillera cf tho soil took, an enthusi.stie and.
permanent intcrctst iu their peaceful and
prosperous vocation ; howv kings, gonorals,
comîinanders, consuls, dict.itors, philoso.
phers, sages, pooLs, and mari in tlic higlb-
est rankl, in rins. in arts and literaturo,
devoted thoir tablnt and allergies ta the
practice cf this rnost anoient and liotor-
able occupation ; hoiv the goverîîîncntq
ant i ]ngdon cf antiquity asisted and
encourt ged tho husbandaxian, and niaclo
lus calling an honorable, a dignified and
remuerative cm picynont.

Tbes kingdoins and empires hava
piîssed away ; but agriculture, froin. the
crection cf the world down to the present;
day, has maintaincd iLs position, iLs dig-
nity, its attractiveness, iLs usefuinesa and
iLs interest~ aruidst tho wîreck of nations
and the incessant change going on anoengst
the king-douis, and emîpires cf the world.

"Agriculture is the niost healthfuh,
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