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which has Jinked theology with every science and branch of human
knowledgre and made it the teue seientia scientiarum, would that some
way might be found to the enemy’s heart, enriching Christendom with
that which is of more value than all increase of hinnan knowledge, that
very heart itself,  They tell, in more than one old story of hand to
hand engagements, of a sister who, seeing the battle go bard with her
brothers, dashed into the light weaponless and threw her arms about
their knightly antagonist. §le dared not strike a woman, nor could hie
frce himself from the unwelcome embrace that pinned his sword-amm to
his side; so he fell, an honored guest rather than a prisoner, into the
hands of his enemies, and, when he went forth again, rejoiced less for
his liberty than that his captor had become his bride.  Something of
this kind we need in the apologetic warfare of to-day, if indeed this day
be in wich 1iepect different from any other day in the world’s histgy
something that the enemy's manhood will not’ let him trike and which
will cling to him with such a tight embrace that he will be content to
link his fate with it forever,  You have read the old Arthurian legend
that “Tennyson has versified, how Galahad and Bors, and Percivale and
Lancelot went forth from the hall of Camelot to seek the Holy Gril,
andl afier many a dread experience were rewarded with the wondrons
vision, But you nowhere read of Galahad beating Gawaine to his
knees, and at the sword’s point, bidding the unbelicver swear that he
had seen the cup of Arimathea. Again it was the woman, the nun, the
sister of Percivale, that with a gentle woman’s voice semt i aud
Galahad on the saered quest of what she had heiscif beheld, The
heast of Christianity beats in Uxegetics, for analyse as you will
your Hebrew and Greek constiuctions you cannot climinate the grace
of the Incarnate Word 3 in Dogmatics, for all dogmas revolve about
the doctrine of the Divine Love as the planets about the s in
Ecclesiastical History, the recotd of lives made sublime by faith, hope
andd charity; in Humileties, the gft of the gokten mouth for winngy
souls to Christ.  Why should Apologetics ditfer from its sister sciences
and auts, and remain beside these graces a cold, stony-eyed Minerva,
with crested helmet and dreadful Goigon®s hiead and threatening shicld
and spear ?

We do not need now to plead for toleration, for the world is very
long suffering with many aspects of Christianity.  ‘Yhe Church itsell
has grown weary of an oft unprofitable and never ending polemic, the
weapons of which, after a short flashing and clashing in the light, find
their limbns in the cobwebby comers of the bookseller’s shelves.  Life
is too short and men are tos busy for the scientific systems with their
demonstrated propositions that exercised the ingenuity of subtle minds
in bygone days.  “The Apologetic that we need, scientific or in other
waords truthful, for tinth 1s science and science is trath or it is nothing,
scientific in every feature, miist be at the same time an art, the noblest
of al the arts that call for exercise to the greatest powers, the most
cultivated minds of an ecarnest, vigorovs wiilitarian age, the ant of
leading souls to God.

‘This art is one requiring great wisdom and great paine, but it is
far from bemng encompassed with the difiiculties that many Christans
and more unbelievers imagine they behold, It would be hard indeed
to take in hand a number of carcless and half ¢ducated opponents of
the Truth and make them accurate reasoners or mtelligent metaphysi-
cians, scicilists or critics. A man or woman may stand very well in the
kingdom of Godl withont any such qualifications, valuable as they may
be in themselves. This is not the aim of a true Apologetic. The apostle
of advancea thought charges the Christian teacher in general with
seeking 1o tevive an ancient superstition, to fenew a contest over a dead
issue, to inditute asearch after an exploded themy.  “True it is that
Peter the Hennit would find a difficulty in mustering a coiporal’s guard
for a 19th century crusade, and Ponce de Léon would be as badly off
in a modern attempt 1o discover the Fountain of Youth.  He might
fare litle better who should assert the inspiration of the ifcbrew vowel
points, or the twenty-four hours’duration of the six days of Genesis.
But the relation of the soul to Gad is the same yesterday, to-day and
forever. Noris the Apologist's theme a new thing, calling for constant
agitation that men may become habituated to its sound. He is to be no

* Poct hidden
In the depths of thought,
Singing songs unbidden
Till the world is wronght,
Tp sympathy with hopes and fears it heeded not.”

It has the sympathy, felt if not always expressed, of every human
heartt, for its very theme is the yearning of humanity from the begine
ning. Let Paul stand on the world’s Arcopagus and tell us what was
truth to the Athenians of 19 centuries back :—* God that made the
world and all things therein...... hath made of one blood all nations of
men for to dwell on all the fzee of the carth, and hath determined the
times before appointed and the bounds of their habitation, that they
should scek the Lord if haply they might feel after Him and find
Him, though Hc be not far fiom every one of us.”  Man was made to
seck God as he was made 1o sce and hear, to smell and taste, to feel
and speak. e is the friend of man who aids him to find the truc
abject of his scarch, and he is his worst enemy that would cither pese
suads him to desist from scekipg, or endcavour to sativfy him with
something less than that which he has been forined to obtain.

That the natural instinet of man Jeads him to seeh the presence of

God, even the positivist, great enemy of the supernatural, is forced to
cunfess.  The world, we are told by Comte and his lollowers, m ats
progress in hnowledge, has pased through two great stages, and has
now entered upon a third, that, namely, of positive seience, in which no
place is found for anything but phenomena, and these the phenomena
of the sumses. ‘Thus the positn b, who s just the matentalist of to-day,
believes in no soul, no immortality, no heaven, no God, for these are
not things that appear to our sensuous nature.  Yet he confesses this is
not the ongmal nor the common belief of humanity.  The first stage of
human thuught was the Supertatural, when man saw God i everything,
when events in national and individual history were regarded as the
interpositions of the world's great judge aud benefactor, when te, who
is not far from cveryone of us, 1ode upon the wings of the wind and
uttered s soice in thundes, or hited np the bght of s countenance
in the clear shining after ram. For thousands of years men were con-
tent to live in this stage of thought, behieving i present divinity imma-
nent in phenomena, whow, however, they degraded by every unworthy
cuniceptiun, untsl, sume seven centuries biefure the Chistian e, plul-
os sphy arose in the great seats of old world learhing, and a few out of
cath’s teeming millions of thinkers entered upon the stage called
Metaphysical.  They did not deny divinity, with a few exceptions, but
they 1emoved the supernatural from the sphere of the present in space
and time,  Phenomena after all were but nataral phenomena, yet,
natural though they were, they must have a great tirst cause, and that
great first canse was Godo “Fhie mythologist, the: pot, the sculptor, the
heathen priest had degmaded the heaven-bora notion of divamty, but it
was reserved for the philosopher to complete that degradation. They
indeed had never severed from that notion pe:sonabty and theophany
or revelation, hut the philosopher relegated the divine existence to a
region far beyond human ket and made it an abstraction, a metaphy-
sical entity, an impersonal thing for logic to conjure by, the unseenand
unknown cause of phenomena. It is ho wonder that the Positive stage
was reached by such a process and the work that metaphysics had
commenced completed by the entire 1emoval of God from the sphere of
human knowledge. The metaphysicians God is the creation of logic,
and by logic it can be anmulated, The God of Locke was overthrown
Ly Hume, and the God of Descartes received its death blow from Kant.
“The Positivist is perfectly welcome to the grraves of wll the metaphysical
duvinities that ever owned a paper existence. Bt for all that there isa
God, whom, through all so.called stages m knowledge, the carnest and
trathiful are sceking after and finding.

“I'he agnostic now divides the field with the ordinary materialist or
positivist, and stretches forth a dissuading hand to stop the search for
God.  He does not deny the posable existence of the unphenomenal,
but maintains that for all practical purpascs, as far as we are concemerd,
it might as well not exist, masmuch as by our very phenomenal nature
we are utterly incapable of comprehending it.  Doces it not scem a
contradiction in terms that there should be 2 God, an ommipotent and
all-wise Cicator, and that }e cannot make Humself known to His
creatures 2 1int let us take the question or the agnostic’s own ground.
Are we not capable of knowing that which manifests itself m phe-
nomena, and of declaring it eatstence, though itself be not phenomenal 2
Does not the very word biology, denoting the great science of the
materialist, the positivist, the evolutionist, present to the mind as a
subject of knowledge that which no sense ¢ n apprehend and which no
language can defing, what in plain English we call Life? Is life a
phenunenon 2 Can you picture it, analyze it, resvlve its forces, store
wup in your laboratory, or artificially create it2  The manifestations
of hife are phenomena, but nat hfe wself.  The poet is right who sess
in Jife something as unphenomenal as God :—

“ Flower in the crannicd wall,

I pluck you out of the crannies ;—

1okl you here, root and all, in my hand,
Little flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, and all in all,
1 should know what God and man is.”

Then do we not know the lte?  Most certainly we do.  We know
the incomprehemsible hfe, the simplest child as well as the greatest
man of science.  What have the senses discovered in this connection?
They have found protoplasm, the physical basis of Iife, that which is as
Becesary Lo its manifestation 1o our seiises as the mils are to the motion
of,the locomotive and nothing more.  Proteplasm is not life.

Is there anything unscicntilic, unphilosophical in secking the source
of life—not the metaphysical causc—not that which 1s 1tself not hife but
the creator of it—but the great life which is the infusor of all the minor
vitahtics that manifest themselves in the world of phenomena? You
can watch the upbuilding of the curiously wrought plant or animal as
you can trace the growth of an nanimate crystal form, and teil to o
fucety whenee came all its consutuent clements 3 but whence comes the
life, the vital spark? The plant, the living creature, decays, and the
ckemist will account for cvery element decomposed ; but who shall
localize che departed life that bound thens all in one?  Life again is a
thing of degrees—the vegetable, the anunal, the rarronal. It mamfests
o) inintclligence and will, in 1aste and momlity, and in a spirituality
1hat energizes toward God.  Whence these higher forms? .”-lc{ have
been cvoived out of the Jower through countless ages of biological
progress, we are told,  We go hack as far as historic moaumeuts take



