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During the exile, however, the k-gai minds amongy the
captives hiad been devoting mnuch attention to framingir laws
for the orgranization of thecir religion wl'hen thiey should return
to their 0w!I land; and shortly aîtcr their return, iii the tif th
ccntury before Clhrist, tlrcre begran the crystalizing of the Iaw
and the empliasis on cereinony whichi characterized the nighit
of legralisni. The strong arini of the Civil Law w~as invokzed
by Ezra and ŽNc1ieiniali for enforciiig the observance of r-eligr-
ious ritual;- andi iii tiis period, as iii aIl periods of severe legr-
isiative enactineits, the Sabbatlh took on a far less pleasingr
form. Its humanity wvas neglected and its literal observance
was everything. IJnder thlis influence the violation of the
Sabbathi Iaw~ was made a capital ofl'ence. True lighiting of a
fire on the Sabbathi day -,,as for-bidden, adse strictly is this
Gbserved by the ortlhodox. Jew to-day, that the curious case is
now before the Amnerican Courts, in which dt'e dofendant is
charged witli siander, because lie accused thie plaintiff of
smioking a cigarette on the Sabbath. A rel leetion of the severe
legOisiation cf this period xnay also be seen in the story of thie
ruan wvlio %vas grathering sticks on the Sabbath day and wvas
put te an inhuinan death. It was in this dark period, too,
thiat there grrew up amongy thie Rabbis thie mnass of petty regru-
lations and puerile literalismis that made the originally
'humane institution a burden grievous to be borne-the bond-
agre te cerenmonial law against wvhicli Jesus uttered hlis indig-
na.nt protcst in hiis splendid wvords: " The Sabbath was made
for inan, and net, man for the Sabbathi."

This, then, is the history of the Sabbath. among the Hie-
brewv people: (1) Origrinally thie Sabbath was a day of rest
and worship. It blendled iii perfect hiarmnony the two clements
of huinanity and ritual. (2) The Sabbatlh becamie a day of
rest, but net, for the commnon. people a day of worship. Its
hiumanity, was preserved ab the expense of its ritual. (3) The
Sabbatli became a day of worship-e? purely ceremoenial ob-
servance-but ne longer a res t, rather a, heavy burden. Its
ritual wvas emnplasized at the sacrifice o? its huinanity.
(4) Then cMi~ te Lord of thet Sabbatli andI by bothi precept
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