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the gauntlet of the cannibalic canine specimcns, u hici, at
the first al)proaci of the student, mnay endeavor to deulclî
a portion of a log, but which afterward learn to respect
Ithe clotii, ani advance to incet thic now wekcomc

v'isitor %vitlî cvcry symptoin of satisfied quadrupeds. Some-
Urnes the youngcr members of a Iîousehold, perceiviflg the
stranger approaching the door, nieanwhiie homrd
associations Iooming up in their impressible imagination,
start in wild fright to take shielter in (lie barn or behind
the inevitable straw-stack. Il litllo, *Bill, the preaclier
is coniing," is ac.ted on iiîstanter, and the aston-
islicd student soon beholds a number of startled-
lookin, physiogues glaring at him from a distance.
lie begins to analyze bis subjective state, and
to cvolve and put in practice plans w~hiclî are gener-
ally successful in alluring- the belcaguered scions
froin tlicir hiding-places. Thei stimnler months pass
swiftly by. The rccurring Sabbaths find our student,
preaclîing in the Iow-roofed sclîool-housc, or little rustic
clîurch, to appreciative and attentive audiences. Ai
through tic rapidly-specdiiîg %veeks, lie appreciates fully
the sentiments of thosc poets wIio have written concern-
ing the beauties of the country ; the rippiing strcama
rneandering froni tic hill-side througlî the fertile plain;
the chcring symplîony of the cov-bcll at eventide ; the
flocks of wild fovi dashing swiftly through scdge and
recd, or flying far aloft beyond the range of han ; the
lengthienizng slîadows ishiering in thc twilighit an(d the ove-
ning star ; the borsting forth of the sun -n the cast, flot
shining throu-h the smokec and (linginess that liover over
UIl City. but respiendently bright over meadows and
fields of grain. An>' înaterialistic notions wiiielî might
spring up) in Uic mnd wlicn surroundcd with structures of
surprising symnictry and bcauty, %vlicîi gazing tîpon
scîîipturcd statuary and wvorks of rnan's de%. ice, are far away
froi tic contcmplation of the student. The rustling
leaf, tie blade of grass, the singing-bird, thc marks of
design finr transccnding the human, speak witlî no un-
certain voice. Fellow students 1 look eagerly forwvard to
the tice for once again sceking the blissful çountry.

lUtwritten itreebs.
Tis a mistake to imagine tlîat because a man rejects
ail th e crceds prepared by the great Ecciesiastical

Councils of the '.vorld lie is therefore witlîout onc. A
xnan's creed is that which lie believ.'s and acts uipon, that
%vhich controIs bis lifé, whethcer forniuiated and cxpresscd
in w.ords or cxluibited in bis concduce. The unwrittcn
crecds of our day arc most potent and even tyrannical,
and as numerous and curions as the foibles and follies of
the age. How niany have custonm as tlîcir crced-custoin
as it arbitririly touches and detenînines ail] tlîings sacrcd
and secular, domcestic, social and public. Who, indeed,
can disrcgard it notwithstanding its cmptincss and statcly

insineerities ? Ini the inatter of dress, for instance, liov-
ever inconvenient, unheahthy and fanmtastic the customn
znay be, few refuse to coniply %vith it ; nearly ail believe
tlîat it is botter to be ont of tie world tlîan ont of the
fash ion

Next to tlîe siavishi belief in fashiion is tic strange con-
fidence reposcd in the titteranc-cs of the press. Men do
niot actually record anion- iiieir religions rormularies the
very wvords, "Wue bolieve in the newvspallers," but this w.ould
be tlîc proper expression of the creed of very many. Wu1
rnay boast of tic indepen(lence and the critical spirit of
the nineteenth century, and especially of tic l3ritisli
people as w'e plcasc, the fict is undeniable that probably
the nîajority, quietly acccpt without question wlîat is givcn
theni in the (laily press abouit politics, religion, science;
,n(l social life. Multitudes wvho never sawv tlîe interior
of an editor's sanctum, and '.'ho arc blissfuilly ignorant of
the training and moral impulses of Ilncwspaper mon,"
sincecly believe that '.vlatcver is printcd must be truc.
Argue a point w.itlîIliumn and tlicy will give battie for
liours, but lot tliemi sec it in print and they yield at once.
1-Jence the succcss of quack advertisemnents ami v.agabond
agents of uîîîeccssary drugs and wortllss books in im-
posing tipon tliese innocents wlio take it for granted that
tliird-ratc law'ycrs, gipsies, pawnbrokcers, and pot-house
politicians may be sornctimes tempted to lie, and tlîat it
is even w'isc to hold the pulpit in suspicion, but the
press-ncver I

In cities and centres of commercial activity, pcrlîaps to
a great extent in aIl parts of this continent. the crced of
niany mighit bcecxprcssed in one wvord-famnmon. Ex-
panded it miglit read thus: Blcssed is tic man thiat
bath money-I %vill tlierefore gct it by ail icans. It
'.çill sccure nie not only food and raiment-' daily brcad'
-but also position, respectabiity, and influence in spite
or thiose minir peccadilloes wliicli blast the cliaracters of
poor men but wliich are inseparable from '.vlat should
be nierely regarded as -,enemus living. And wlicn 1 get
moue), 1 meanu to kecp it as long as 1 can. Moen urgcd
to disbursc for mnm's sake or God's sake 1 %vill politely
decline and plead poverty or liard tiînes. While in busi-
ness 1 can allege tliat it '.would be wrong and criminal to
witîîdraw capital fromn my enterprise, and Milen out of
business 1 can %with a clear conscience say that 1 arn
niaking nothing."

But what of bncb a man when dcath comes along ? He
must yicld to tic inevitable, relax ]lis grasp, and lea'.e aIl
b>' will or withomît a w.ill to lus hieirs or to others belicved
to bc w.iser and better able to administer lus estate tiîan
liimself, but %.vho, as lias lîappcnced a tliousand tumes, nia>
consume it in litigation or riot.

WViUiout sclccting otlier instances from hundrcds at
hîand it is sufficicntly apparent from those nucntioncd that
unwrittcn crccds, the thing.3 tlîat arc secretl>' but most
surel>' believed aînong mocn, arc as powcrful and even


