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tire and delight, iii beautifying farmn homes and in making
rural lice mare cheerful ai'd attractive.

Having seer tlîat the cultivatian ai flawers shaould farni
part ai tlîe attractiv'eness, ai a borne and its surraundings,
we %vill proceed to consider sanie peculiar staries relating to
thîern. Saie ofithese Stories arc truc, and sanie arc legend-
ary, the latter hîaving been handed dwuî le, us bw tradition.
Although there is no anc source frani whiclî information af
îlhis kind can be obtaiîîcd, still, by gathering together
tliose facts vhîicli have conic under aur notice, front tinie
ta tinie, WC are eiîabied ta present quite a nuiber ta
our readers. A kinowledgc ai such fiacts shiotld tend ta Ili-
crease aur .Interest in ihatvcr%, marc cspccially thase ivith
îvhichl %ve conic il-, contact Most frequentl>.

It is impossible ta conlinie aur reriiarks ta those flowers
on113 %vluiclî arc niost famniliar- ta uis. Relatin- ta sanie ai
tliese, we cau find searcely iwthiîg ai intcrest, while sanie
stndris connected %with otîxers have been iast sight of iii
variaus %vays. '[heu thiere are sonie unfainiliar plants ai
îvhlich queer stanic are told, but sen so peculiar and
iiiterestingr tlîat wve silîotld iiot omîit tlieni. l['lie Druids
fancied that the iiistletac, %vitlî îhiclî we are fiiniliar iîawv
especially in the wvinter hiolid.1ay Season, wvas the resting
place ai fainies iii a Ical1css wviiter. Al strangre story is
told about anc ai aur comîîuonest bouse plants, the geranl-
imi, thie lTurksbeliev'ing th'at it was ariginally a swallow, and
%vas transformed inta a flou'cr by the taucli aof MNohamtnîeid's
robe as lie wvalked in lus garden. lIn tlîe latter place, tra-
ditioni tells us grew the apples af ['aradise, cach ane af
whîiich liad a bite an aile side. The Ihlindoas bclici'e that
the nilica is the resting place ai bees asleep, aîîd tixat the
peepul is haunted by the spirits ai the departed.

XVc arc tald by an antiquaniahl thiat the ulettie wvas un-
knaovn in Eîîgland umtil it ivas introduced Liv the Romans for
tic purpose ofxiug~anti their limbs in casevervcold
%veather should couic uipan tiien. The aî'amiatic praperties
ai a rare variety af tic jessamine %vere s0 lîighîh' valued,
that the governar if ['isaz plal-.d saldiurs on guard aroundàthe gardens conitainihîg it. A species ai tlîorn, called the
tiio.-rn af Glastonbury, %vas said ta ]lave blossanîed gilv on
Chnistinas eve. Thle slîamrock is held sacred, iii lrcland
hecause St. Patrick exîplaisned the doctrine ao' the Trinity
frani its three-icaved structure.

Thîcre are several iîîtcrCting- tales told regarding the
ItrgCt-flie-iiat, for instance, thie storv ai a1 d rowning. lai-Cr,
%%h~lo t1irew bis sivecthe:îrt a hînclî of farget-iiie-nots just
a,; lie sank beîîeatlî the surfaîce of the water.

Soie nines ai persaons, particularly tliose ai ladies,
have becti derivcdl funi the naines of llowers, snch as:
Aingelica, Hlorteniaý, Flora, Laura, Liliasi, Rosamondl,

loinal, Ohivia, àMyrtelha, etc.
rhen we iiay niotice that particular floyers were favorites

oi -,orne noted pcrsans, ao' enîiblenis af fainilies, parties and
nicions. The livacinth ias tlie favorite flower ai Zante,
thc dais>' tîat, ai Margaret ai Asujoui, tlîe violet thuat ai
Napolcon, thie white rase Iliat af the I'retunder, the brooni
rhiat ai tlîe Plaiîtagenets, and tlîe white and red rases tliose
of the bouses ai Y7ork and Lancaster, respectiî'el'. The
tlîistle of Scotland niai' be ranlked anîong the flawcrs îvhiclî
bave beconie national"enîblcms. Tiiesn tliere ks the lcek ai
Wzles, the slirock of' lreland, Uic lily af France, the
olive ai Spain, the cornloawcr of Prussia, the wall fiower
ai Russia, tlie iiiignanette ai Sa>xaiit, the cherrýy blossoni
of japan and the lotus leai ai ludia. There is the rase of'
Shîaron ai Palestine, and the eidclwcis af Switzerland.

From %vlîat liasq beeîî le.urîed front histoè and tradition,
%ye find thnt niany trees anîd faw'ers %ver* dedicatcd ta
citties, as, tlîe oak ta Jupiter, thc nî;rtle ta Venus, the
roppy ta Ceres, tie lily tojuno, tlîe lauirel ta Apollo, tlîe vine
te Bacchus, and the olive ta Nlincrv'a. At Uic same time
w%, find tlîat architecture deriv'cd sanie pleasing adorniments
by copi'ing irani tre,; aiîd floivers. Thîis class oiarchitcc-
tire ivas cmploycd clîielv hi the ancients. Ili the temple
01 jerusaleni tle palmi, poniegranate and lily ,\ere repre-
soited. The lotus adarncd tîte sacred ediices af Egypt,
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and still continues ta do Sa ta sanie cxtent. The acanthus
%vas also used for ornamiental puirposes.

Arnng the many svnîhols, %ve mi-ght mcntinn that the
vinle represents the elnch, the cedar and date indicate its
fiithiuolncss, tie filv irs puritv, and the olive its peaceful-
ncss. Ver>' Man), flowers are syînbolie of' certain qualities
as posCSScd by petrsans or inlaninibate abjects.

'1hle ofak is eniblermatic of independence, the mountai
latirel af ambition, the orange of' genierosity, the snaw drap
of hope, the Pans--v of thauights.

IAlas! ive make
A ladder of our thoughts, wvhcre angels step,
But slecp aurseclves at the foot, our high resolves
Look doivni uipn aur slumbering acts."

The lily af the %alley, ofi unconsciaus sweetness
46W hitc btid, that in nieek beauty so dost lean

Thy clakiter'dl cheek as pale as nion3llîght snaw,
Thoau sueîîî'st bcîieatlî thlitihge high leaf ai green
Anl Ere.'muîe beneath Ilis niuntain broi,'."

The w~ater-lily, of purity of beart:
Bright lily of UIl w"ave,

Risin.g iii I'arless g-race %vith every sivell
Thot, se'tas if a spirit meeklv brave

Dwvelt ini thv d.
The violut, af iodestv

Violets, shv violets
H-ow manv licarts ivith thee compare,

WVho hidl: thiemselves in thickest green,
And thence unseen

Ravishi the enraptured air
With swensdoiy, freslî and rare."

Camellina Japonica, of pcrfected lovcliness -
If bw aniv device or knoM~edge
,rite rasehud its lieauty could kilo%,

It wvould stav a rasebud forever
Nor inito ii-, fulnicss raw."

The thistle of Scotland, ai liberty :
It is the banner of tlie free,
The starry floiver af lib-ert%."

Coleridge sjîcaks af the iargct-îiie-nor as,
Tliat biue and briglit-eved flaw'ret aof the brook,
1-ope"., g.'ntle geni, the sweet farget-mie-nat."

Anîd so on, WQ iiiight continue to enumerate athers and
-ele t -itlable pasages for theni. li-owvvr, having
noticed the.%C fe%', do- ive not feed inîpressed 'vith the senti-
ment of the one \%ho wrote,

X'aur voiceles,; lips. 0 flowers,! arc living preachers
Ench cup a pulpit, every leaf a1 book,
Suip1 lling ta the iancy numerous tcachers
Fraîn Ianieliust naok."
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PRIN~Cl PLE.

Principle, we brin- thec praises,
As we îar-ship at thy shrine.

Thoit support af ail gaodl graces,
Let aur Motives thec entwine.

We ivill ga ta sprcaid thy glory,
(3uided in thy patlîs, kcpt pure;

Thaough -with age tlîy licad be lîaary,
v'ct thv wavs arc sale and sure.

Let king Plclicy bonst loudiv,
Thodw~ilî. stnd wlien lic bans fled.

Thotigli lie sways )lis scepter proudly,
Thou ivili, rcign wlien lie is dend. G. P. N.


