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and dlsbursements fox' ox'dlnary purposes fox
thc fiscal year named:
1893-Recelpts ......................... $ 94,109 69
1894-Recelpts ............ 101,136'96
le95-Recelpts ............ 88,330 5 0
1896-Receipts ............ 66,210 7 2
1897-Receipts ............. 42,859 82
1898-Receipts .......................... 37,716 17
1893-Dlsbursernents .................. $ 58,690 00
1S94-Disbursements .................. 63,415 46
1:15-Disbux'sements .......... 61,874 43
18q96-Disbiix'seinents 5..........0,66 93î
IS97-Disbursexnents .......... 39,964 43
1898-Disbursements .......... 38,î36 47

Prom the above tables the conclusion to be
drawn is inescapable-it is that, w'hile our re-
celpts have been steadily decreasing, oux' dis-
bursements have not, as has been persistently
a-sserted, been incx'easing. On the contrax'y, as
compax'ed w'ith the total disbux'sements for ail
purposes for the two fiscal years ending Max'ch
" I, 1894, the total disbursements fox' aIl puxr-
poses for the two fiscal yeax's ending 'Max'ch 31,
1S98, w'ere 30 pex' cent. less; ox' to compare single
yeax's in w'hich no con-ention of the Supreme
Lodge n'as held, the Xtal disbursements fox' the
year ending March 31, 1898, w'e'e fox'ty and a
haîf per cent. less than the total disbursements
for the fiscal yeax' ending 3Max'ch 31, 1894. Not-
%vithstanding these facts, unscx'upulous pex'sons
bav'e continued to dJeclairn against the "*extx'a-
vagance of the Supreme LodIge," and vehem-
ently to assert that, w~hile oui' revenues ar'e de-
creasing, -our expenditu'e.-, are gx'owing lax'gex'
from yeax' to year; and there ax'e doubtless
xnany lxonest and w'ell-mneaning membex's of the
rankz and- file w~ho actually believ'e these assex'-
tiens to be true.

The question natux'ally suggests itself, w'hat is
the cause of the continuous axid rapid decrease
of our cash x'eceipts. Those of you who ax'e
familiax' w'îth oux' system of revenue know that
the bulk of oux' receipts cornes fx'om the sale of
supplies. In pr'<ootion as oux' sales faîl off, oux'
revenue niust inevitably decrease. W'ith %\htt
alarming rapidity this has taken place, the ap-
pended table discloses:

SALE 0F SUPPLIES FOR THE FISCAL

YEAR ENDING M-%ARCH 21-

184...................................... 69,549 19

1'96 ..................................... 5,24 76
1898 ...................................... 30,4 73

The figures given above make manifest the
stupendous fact that, w'ithin six yeax's, our' total
sales of supplies have decreased sixty-thx'ee, and
a haîf pier cent. 0f the fifty-four gr'and do-
mains, only two-and they are compax'atively
srnall-bought as much in 1898 as they bought
in 1893. In the lax'ger grand domains-those

~vihhave been oux' hest customiers hex'etofox'e
-the decrease has be-eh enormouý. Fifteen of
these, whose purchases ln 1893 aggrelgated $58.-

30~.7-couide riny ore'thian haIt the total
amount sold-bought in .1898 an aggx'ega'te et
,,1S.294.57. The decx'ease in each of these in five
years has been as followvs: 'Minnesota, 85 per
cent.; 1Cans's, '84; -1sýourl,* ý1;' Ten'nèssèe, 80;'

Colorado, 78 1-2; California, .73; Iowva4 i'08 4;
Illinois, 68 1-2;* Texas, 66 1-2; da1L,.6-Z
3'h16, 64; New York, 59 1-2; Pennsylvana 881-2;
Alabamna, 54 1-4: Massachusetts, 35 1-2.

The foregoing figures are subrnited for; care-
fui, intelligent and unprejudiced scrutiny arnd
('rxticisrn. When this shall'have beer. apýied,
it is confidently believed that every member of
this b)ody wvho really wilhes to know tlie- tx'uth,
and wvho sincerely desires to be Just, itot only
to the Supreme Lodge, but to those to whom lt

bsconfided the management of its finances
will necessarily reach the conclusion that these
('1Pcer-s have nlot been unfaithful to thelr trust.
Your revenue has not been Nvasted; the source
irom %vhich the greater portion of it has been
%-.ont to fiow bas simply begun to go dry.

T he report of Bro. White clearly demonstrates
the fact that the present low condition of the
Supreme Lodge exehequer is due to, the im-
mense falling off of the receipts from the sale
of supplies.

The report of the Supreme Master of the Ex.-
chequer. Thos. D. Mear's, is complete, showing
aggregate recexpts frorui April lst, 1896, to 1898.
$116.473.28, and disbursements for the saine
peýriod $107.367.25, leaving a cash balance of $9,-
N06.030.

Bx'o. Mears recommends that the law in for-ce
px'ior to 1894, requiring the S. M. of E. to furn-
ish to each nxenber of the Supreme Lodge
quarterly statements of the receipts and dis-
ixursements of bis office, become again in full
effect. Ia this we heartily agree with him.
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The report of Major-General Carnahan is a
very lengthy document. and as it is printed un-
der. separate cover and distributed to each di-
visiocn, we deemi it unnecessary to miake any
comment on sanie. \Ve are pleasedl, however,
to report the adoption of the Ný\en Rituial for
that rank. We have personally witnessed the
v.ork performed, and have no hesitation in pro-
xxouncing it a decided improvemnent, and as
there mvill be no extra cost in connection with
thtc conipliance of the samie. we trust that it u,1l1
tic instrumental in renewing interest and large-

lincreasing the nlembershil) of this important
i tank of the Ordex'.

The parade by the I'niformi Rank andI sub-
ox'dinate lod.-e memibers, was indeed a l)leasin.g
sp~ectacle. Thousands oie brave Six' Knights,
vwith waving plumes and glittering swords.
x:..ax'cled past the rie\vNiig stand, saluiting-
the Commander' in Chief of this Grand Pythian
army. followed by gaily and neatly dressed
iiembrs of subordinate lodges, whose uniforin
;itîpear*ance callexi forth continuous applause
along the uine. Fox' over one hour' and a haîf
this dElightful scene greeted the eye assnciatêd
w%\ith it. The beautiful music fx'om the rnany
military and civie bands %vas enough to wakien
our heax'ts and make us ail feel px'oud that we
criuld. caim a meiiibexsmpi in this great Order
of Knights of Pythias.

ENDOWMENT RANK.

''lhe x'epor't of *the 'Boar'd of Contx'ol, a 'voliin-
ous w'ox'k, embx'cing ail tl. business tx'ansac-
tions of this *great ixisurance organisation for
the past two years, is entix'ely too heavy to, at-


