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explun connected therewith the saine scuse
which they inust first present to lus readers,
even if grammatical exposition could dis-
cover in his expressions another sense.

there luve been many mterpreters who
knew notlung at all of lilo local and tempo-
rary meamng of certam phrases and px.
pressiona in the Bililo ; to whan, m facty 1t

Otherwise, he must undoubtediy have been | never once occurred, that the carly Jews

smsundersivod, bad be m ths way expressed
thoughts different from these wlich lus
contenporaries woukd thus have cormnuni-
cated ; and certainly no rational wnter will
expose lumself to unavaidable ymsconcep.
tion.

We know, far example, what idea the
Jews in the tine of Christ associated with
the phrase, “ kingdom of heaven.”
we are to take this phirace n its gramwa-
tical and verbal meaning, we should most
assuredly explain it incorrectly ; for we ma)
with the strictest propriety, indeed, we

muet ussume 1t ag mdieputable, that Christ

amd his apostles employed it in the same

way as their nation,* for this plain reason,

that their nation would not have understood
thewm, 1f by thus expreesion they had mtended
to convey to them a dufferent wdea.

Yet, there arc several cases where we
are compelled to determine the sense of
certain places of the Bible, solely from some
local and teinporary opinious, circumstances,
or preiudices of the men for whom the
were orignally written ; or are conpelled,
first to examme carcfully what ideas these
men could attach thereto ; since, by an in-
terpretation merely gramnmatical, without
regard to those historical circumstances,
no sense can be discovered, or clse one
wiuch, on other grounds, is plamnly per-
cened to be erroneous. There are'in the
Goepels themselves several allusions to
national Jewish opmions, or to particular
sectarian views, egpecially those maintamed

by the Pllharisees,—to traditions and si\}y-|
e

angs of former tmes, presenved among
people,—to particular historical facts, which
at the tune particularly engaged the atten-
tion of the people~—and even to proverbs
that were probably i most frequent use.

In the epistles of St. Paul, several places
may be found, where ke argues as it were
kat' anthropon, frotn Jewish and Genule
ideas ; and agan there are others where
he draws conclusions entirely according to
the particular modes of reasoning pursued
byt with whom he had to do.

If, then, we are wholly unacquainted
with these pointa, we shall find 1n most of
these places either no sense, or what they
contain will be unintelligible to us, or we
shall elicit representations which are so
planly at variance sith cach other, with
the connection, with the views and senu-
ments of the writer, as known to us from
other sources, that we must immediately
perceive them to be incorrect.

In such cares, it is a real pressure of
necessity, which impoees on us the law, to
have regard in our interpretation to the
mode of thinking of the first readers, and to
what they could and must have understood.
Even in the fact that such cases do exist,
lies the strongest proof that this must
always be done naturally and without any
violence; and hence will it at the same
time be moat sensibly felt, how ndispen.
sable an acquaintance with the spint and
with the history of the age in which our
sacred writings aroee, an acquaintance with
the mode of thinking of the men, and n-
deed, in some respects, an acquaintance
with the personal circumstancee of the men,
for whom they were originally composed,
must be, for a correct interpretation, and
one in which wo may repose implicit confi-
dence.

But here, who does not again see what
endless variety of interpretations must arise
nierely from variety in the tiature and com-

of the historical knowledge, which the
interpreter’s rerources enable him to 2pply
to exposition? If sound understanding tells
every man, that in interpreting he must
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could have attached other ideas to cortam
furms of epcech than thuse aluch the Literal
sense of the tenns expressed, und who
conecquently found nothing further therem
but what was drawn out by tlus zense.

I11. Dut, aloug with this general rule of
hermeneutics, a thinl must necessarily be
connected, by which tho apphication and the
apphicability of the sccond recene some
qualitications, without which indeed it ought
s be unmeduntely rejected. ‘The rule 18
this . in nterpreting a writing, constant
reference shuuld be had to the character,
views, and huown principles of the writer,
from whom it originates.

‘The palpable reason on whieh this rule
18 founded, 18 hikewire very easy to be per-
cenved by a nuad of plaay, good seuse. The
character of a wniter is, in seality, nothung
else than a combination of all that must
mark ont and modify lus particular way of
thinking, of treating subjects, and of ex-
pressing humsell.  To explain the opnions
and views of a writer from his character, is
therefore 1n fact nothing else than always
to go upon the supposition, that he has
formed such conceptions . 4 according to
the enure situation, and 1 the circeme
stances in which he was praced, according
to his own particular education, according
to lus personal relations, be could aud must
form most naturally : . nd who will not al-
ways do tue of his own accord !

t 8 also cqually unnecessary to show,
why parucular respect must hkewise be
pad to lus design, and to his princ.ples, as
otherwize understood. Tlus indeed is no-
thing clse than to suppose, that a man of
understanding will not readily act in oppo-
sition to his own design—will not, in gene.
ral, easily contradict hanself — will not
without some evident cause alter his opi-
nons : and who feels not of himself the
reasonableness and even the irresistible
force of tlus demand?

Very readily, too, may it be anticipated,
that the application of these rules in inter.
preting the Bible in particular, must often
be pecessary, and that very mnuch must
depend upon jt. Hence alse it 1s, that no
mterpreter has ventured to abandon them;
only the application of them must be of the
most varied kind, and of course the exposi-
tions resulting, must unavoidably be equally
varied. One mterpreter may have formed
a different view of the character of asacred
writer from another, or mnay have ascribed
to lum a éifferent design: and thus he
would find in hum ideas altogether different
from those which would be perceived by
the other, although both had been governed
by the same principles.

Nothing can possibly rm\‘cnt this, but as
extensive and accurate historical acquaint.
ance as can be formed with all the personal
circumstances of a writer, and with all the
Jocal and temporary circumstances con-
nected with his writing, united with a nice
perception of the nature and operutions of
the soul: which, unhappily, is mot easily
cominunicated, and 18 only to be compre-
hended by one who has a susceptibility of
suchimpressions~—Dr. G. J. Planck ; trans-
lated from the German by Dr. S. I1. Turner.

Biography.

MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. AGNES BULMER,
OF LONDON : BY NRS. RUWLXT.
From the Weeleyan Mcthodist Magazine.

« Favour is deceitful, and beautyisvain;
but 2 woman that feareth the lord, she
shall be praieed.”  So spake one, to whom
God had said, “1o, Ihave given thee 2
wise and an understanding heart.”

Mrs. Bulmier was the third daughter of
Mr. and M. Edward Collinson, of :
and was born the 31t of August, 1775, To
those who were favoured with the personal
mninum of her valuable ots it

appear but a plain matter of Act, that
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dly and purely
tul rpait with ate own energy, and land the »ven in that fetinng path uimnplmty n
foundat:on of that beantecus strucrure of whah it wan bor chneg to move.  The
vital dliners wlich adorued the whele of quiet serouay of her wind, and the scnpe
her subsequent lte. (tural charactor of her dmiy expenence,

At the carly ago of twelve years it s formod a practical cequment upon that di.

tortied her tavourdo study . a buek whuh
18 Dot greatly to the taste, generally speak.
wgy of w0 yourhtul w reader. The deep .
terest With wlich she read it, i an indica.
ton at otice of the phukwophic tendency vt
her snd, aid of the olevated cheructer of
her mtellect,

Upon leasing schodd, i her fourteenth
year, the furce and dignity of het character
ecsing apparentin hier serwius and thoughte

Jul deperipent.  She set hersell, Witk ane
sidusty and diligence, to the mupnacment
of her mand, follwing our tte elementary
principles of sclool-education ; yot, not
with thut all-absaibing encryy which led te
the neglect of sull lugher dutier, and mere
sacred witerests,  Her Biile became her
constant compation; and trom its ynspired
records vhe was daily learmng lersons ot
hunility and wisdon: lessons which, lead.
ing her to acquuwatance with the nutural
depravity of her own heart, brasght her
spint i streng feelings of seli-atasement to
the fuut of the crows, where, it the exer-
cire ot repentance and faith, she recened
the assucance of adoption, and, as the re-

her sahvation.

la the year 1769 she joined hereelf to
the Wesleyan rociety, recening her first
ticket from the hand of its venerable Foun.

der, and from that happy hour, to the sl

recorded, that .Y aung's *Night Thoughta™ ' Y100 Luth - < Gireat praco hare they thet

love thy law™  Taught, by 1 who s
“1ho way, and the truth, snd the ki the
line ot demarkauon botween this world's
shaduws, and the realities ut # an oudunng
_substance,” she dwel above earthly attme.
‘tians and [ruitless anxictien; hor apiett,
continually arconding 1n aspirations, strov
and tervent, after « |§o praco wluch pas

all understanding:” for in her estunate of
[happinoss these coumnunwns with God gote
'stituted the deepest emotions of hope and
'ploasure.  Ail hor adwirable talents were
pressed mtu the service ot her divine Mas-
!wr. She conmdored them as dustinctivoly
given for the bonelit of her fellow.creatures,
land the promotion of the wnterasts of the
I Redremer's kingdon.  Henee, hor remark.
table devotednoss to God, hor anxioty for
"tho suuls of thaee over whom she had the
‘charge ; and her umfurin practice of intro.
ducing religious truths in overy converra.
uon with her fnends.  And here she was
pocuhiarly happy.  She would begin some
‘genrral interesting subject, drawiug nearer
Iand closer to sacred ground, uli religion
lbecamne the all.absorbing topie ; and then,

1

sult, was enabled tu rejuice in the God of lso teresting was her mannor, eo Jucud

were her views, »nd 4o clevatod her own
feelings, that cne seemed 1o cateh a apark
lof her spirst, and to retire from her vocsety
{with an wstructed and edified heart.

' By persons who are ratisfied with humble

mure bissful one m which “ mortaiity Was attanments m relipon, it wall scarcely be
swallowed up of life,” she mved wmong | appreliended at what heights of spirtualit
the members of this body, in a ceascless & truly devoted soul wmay arrive. *There
found of honourable service, adorning Ler a regeom olevated high above the tainted at-
Christan profession by singular devoted- | meephere of this world, to wlich U im.
ness, ushesttating fidelity, and rare consise wortal spirit may ascend, and, free from
tenay. earthly pertorbations, hold converse with
A ghort extract from her duary, which the Pey. Our adnurable fricnd had dis.
she kept about tlus time, will shuw huw icomred and entered into this region; amd
firm she was of purpoce, and with howwlile ehe lovked on all the plam below,
great advantage she had learned ihe Jes- heard the sighiag of the captive, and beheld
sens of her heavenly Teacher:—+Q thou  the sore bondage under which her fellow.
great author of ail guod, do thuu teach me mortals groaned, and besought Him who
to employ cvery moment to thy glory. had been “lited up ™ to draw all mon unto
Overshadow me with thy presence, con. lum, her own soul walked abroad in the
tinue to guard my weahness; help me to;full Lberty of the children of Gnd; eustain.
devote every remaining hour tothy service. ; ed in vigour and froshness by “the manna
How often, when 1 should have em lu_\-cd:wlnch came down fromw heaven,” by the
my tume n the senvice of my God, have 1,stream gushing srom the living Rock which
been scarching after vam and tnflingwas swtten for her.  This wward separs-
things!”  Again, with a heart overflowing ; tion from the world will be rcarcely under.
with a sense of that love which passctﬁ stood by those professing Chnistiang whose
knowledge, she exclamms, I am unspeak-senses must be impressed with & thing de.
ably happy. My soul seemns released trom,fore they can believe it to exist, and who
every burden! I can rejoice in the forgiv., measure vthers by therr own scanty line.
ing love of God! O my Father, do thou;Such separation, fiowever, is hevertheless
overshadow me with thy presence; savepracticable, and Mra. Bulmer was an un.
me fruin the aumerous evils to winch my {demable witness of s truth.  She knew
wmexperienced youth 1s exposed, and Jet|that “the Son of man hath power upon

me hive to thee!™

In the eighteenth year of her age, Miss
Agnes Collinson was marned to Mr. Bul-
mer, of London; and in tlue new relation of
hife sho identficd her condurt with ail #that
18 lovely, and of good report.”  She had a
heart capable of the deepest and purest
affections; a mund engularly well-const-
tuted ; and an ntellect of so lofly anurder,
as to enable her to unbibe cuntinuously, and
apply to her own increasing memtal strength,

scarch and wiedom of agee have laid open
to the mquinng and the ddgent.  Though
possessing a devoted attackinent to meﬁ.
ject of her chaice, and not s any way ne-
glecung the duties which were associated
with her new and 1mportant situation, she
supplied her thirstng mind xith pure

nov dud she relax n those sublme cxcr-

mect.”

evur exerted for the promuton of hus 1nter-
ests in both worlds.
The reader who is

o e g~ il oo

those stores of knowledge which the re--

dra?hu from the well-spring of wisdom;,

cises, which related to the well-bewg of
her immortal soul.  T'o her estimabie hus- stra
band she was, in its rirct sense, “a help with her; and at that hour ocominenced a
As 2 wifo, her ntluznce was, fmendebip which, built upon the only sure
what it well might be, buundless; and was  foandation,
{and do abiding,
{ndlmkd neurly fosty yesrs. From this
expecting extraordi- jume the intercoupee of these
oary 1ncdeats or #triking festures in thus!
geaeral sketch of Nre. Bulmer's kife, will]

carth to furgive sins ' and ahe constant]
and carnestly sought tobe cleansed fromalt
unrightcousness, and to = be filled with all
the fulness of God.”

It was 1n the autumn of 1705 that my re.
vered and bejoved parents, Dr. Adam and
Mre. Clarke, first became acquainted with
the subject of tlus thetnotr.  She was then
in the twenty.first year of her age; and, I
have heard my mother say, was ono of the
|most mteresting foung woinon sho ever

met with. I recollect her narrating tome
ther early unpression respecting Mre Bul.
mer, in the toliowing words :—~<The first
tume ] saw her was n the old chapel at
Spitaifields ; and so strong was the foeling
of my mind towards her, that I could not
help, at the cloee of the service, hquitin

jwho the young lady was to whoin 1 had felt
s0 irresistible anattracton”  This was in-
troductson enough,  \Vhen they met onthe
next day they felt that they wers not
rs. My father was equally pleased

proved g0 strong, so rational,
, o8 %0 hrave unbust the va.

choica friends

of 'convtant recurrence: and for (he
“posrd 0f Yy falber's minievecsa} )a-




