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Served; and where the happy being, a

$hade or two removed from the white

man, looks with a consciousness of his

Vast superiority down the long line of
usky distinction, till his brain reels at
€ immensity of his elevation.

Here the beautiful mustee girl, with
Ong rayven hair, falling in soft luxuriant
turls over her full round shoulders; her
bnght black eye and pearly tecth in
mirable keeping with the Soft cheel
In which the rose seems striving for
Mastery over the field lily, producing a
Warm tint—to use a simile often borrow-
ed, but seldom with more impartiality to
the subject of illustration than in this in-
Sance—like the first impression of the
Sun on a full-grown peach, mingled
among the darkest sons of negroland.
The sports were at their height; and
‘bllt_half the sun’s disk, red and fiery, re-
Mained above the horizon,when a young
Man in the garb of his profession, which
Was that of a sailor, and mounted on one
9 the tough ponys so abundant in this
land, urged his way throughthe crowd
‘owards the scene just described. There
Was an air of superiority about him that
Plinly betokened the rank he had at-

ned to in his calling, and abold open-
Ness of countenance and symmetrical
QUsplay of muscular proportions suffi-
Cently evinced that he could disclaim
3ffinity with the attenuated and sinister
]°0king masters of the soil.

He seemed to have turned aside in
Passing through the town from mere
Curiosity, for after casting a cursory
8lance at the merry-makers, he drew in
“M3 bridle hand, and was turning from

€ spot when his eyes suddenly rested
0 a female seated among the more se-

fct of the spectators. 'There they re-
Mained as if spell-bound, until the crowd
!Spersed ; when first becoming sensible
at the shades of night were settling
fapidly, he struck his spirited horseand
ashed off towards the bay.

1t may be necessary to mention here,
that mogt of the small towns in this is-
And stand back about two miles from

€ coast, and maintain their intercourse
h ith the 'sea by means of agencies es-
ablished at the nearest harbours. The

inconvenience of this arrangement sel-
dom fails to excite the curiosity of the
traveller; and is the result of the ravages
committed by the numerous bands of
pirates that formerly infested the Car-
ribean Sea, and who frequently, so quick
were their movements, returned to their
ships loaded with booty before the dwel-
lers on the coast were aware of their
loss.

The approach to Naguabo from the
bay of the same name is through a nar-
row valley, encompassed by irregular
hills, some of which overlook a wide
extent of country, unsurpassed perhaps
for its fertility, by any in the West In-
dies.

Few would have given a second look
at her who thus absorbed the mental
vision of the sailor. There were others
present with greater pretensionsto beau-
ty—hers was a face to interest, if atall
at first sight, from its excessive pale-
ness, which engendered a feeling of pity
in the mind of the superficial observer:
but this give way to a warmer passion
before the flood of sensibility that poured
through the large dark orbs which met
the gaze of the stranger, as if witha
confiding appeal to the nobleness of a
kindred spirit.—It was not weakness,
or a sudden freak of fancy, or a blind
and wanton surrender of the affections
to a nameless object, to be forgotten
when no longer seen, that influenced
the seemingly bold conduct of the lady.
It seemed as if the pulsations of the soul
had suddenly harmonized with some-
thing long sought after. Hers was a
look that leaves on the mind an indeli-
ble impress, which the revolutions of
time may obscure, but can never blot
out. Day after day at the same hour
they met as on the first evening, until
the events which form the subject of
this chapter took place.

It was midnight, and the hum of voi-
ces at the little bay of Naguabo had
died away. Theintrigues, the jealous-
ies, and the discordant passions that dis-
turbed the little community had happily
terminated for a season. The full moon,
far advanced in her course, no sooner
shook off one cloudy mask, than ano-



