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It is usual in writing a biographical sketchi to trace thie
lineage of the subject as far back as possible, especially, in the
cae of Anglio-Saxons, if the hune touches any of the so-called
aristocratie familles of Britain. The value of lieredity in dis-
tinguished blood no one wviil deny; but~ there is another aristocraey
wvhich has affected the destinies of tiie world itiore profoundly,
which has done more to, niake Britain what Eý,he is to-day than
any other. I mean the aristocracy of godliiiess, the lineage of
the sons of God. To be able to trace an anc:estry through gen-
erations of hionest, upriglit, God-fearing, fatlers, and intelliglent,
gentle, pious inothers, is better than to nu-n ber lords and ladies
in the family tree. It has been up out of suchi a subsoil of god-
liness that Britain's noblest mnen and women have ever corne.
Baptists especiailly will recall such men as Bunyan and Carey,
Fuller and Knibb. John Bates came of just such stock as this.

Hevas born in a very small village in Northamptonshire, wvent
to London and entered into business at twenty-two, was coli-
verted two years later, began to preacli almost inimediately, and
at t>wenty-eight years of age was appointed a missionary to thc
Ronian Catholies of Ireland. There hie spent seventeen years,
mnarried a wife, rcared a young family, and displayed that patience,
tact and kindliness, wichl wvon hini an abidingr place in the hearts
of gentle and simiple> of Rornanist a-ad Protestant alike. His
great activity on behiaif of the famishing in Ireland during the
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