
GLORY BE TO THE MOST PRECIQUS BLOOI) ! 2

THE VICTIM.

T is the twventy ninthi day of the month of March, of theIyear 33. What a glorious morning! The spring is
stili young,chilly and tender,yet developed, for we are

in the land of Judea. The earth stirred by a silent force
is awakening fron hier long winter's sleep, to expand be-
neath the smile of lier royal friend, the sun, as lie returns
to hier. The most hardy of the flowers have cheir calices
hait open, revealing their fresh littie faces, wvhile upon the
lowvly aromnatie plants hummingand swaying beneath their
iveight of bees, the gylowing olive trees are casting their
tesselation of shadows like a net work designed to capture
ail thtis joy. The fig trees, which have made their way
here and there throughi the great rocks of Bethiphage, are
in bud-and Jesus is coming out froni that kindly home
in I3ethany 'viiere H-e lias slumbered duringr the past niglit
"whilst His I-Iart wvas -acig"In the distance,

throughi the mnorning mist, the lonely peak of Calvary is
dimnly to be seen. Between Calvary and Jesus-the fair
springy ! Throughi the lips of the Master, channel of lov'e,
from I-lis Heart, grolden chialice of incense. prayer ceased
flot to flow. WVell iiighct lie have said in the wvords of
David, which open the I-Ioly Sacrifice: - I will go the
altar of the Lord of the God who renew-eth nîy ot.
J esus wvas thirty three v'ears old. H-e hiad * Îust perfornîed

the oststriingof I-lis miracles :the raising of Lazaruis
fromi the dcad ! I-lis naine and reputation %vere spread
abroad. in J udea. Ilis foster father, hioly J osephi lay sleep-
ingr iii the grrave--it is truc -but I-is Mother was wvith
l-limi stili. And thiat day le hiad set His face toward je-
rusaiemi-H-is route broUghlt onec first to Bethphage, whichi
lies at the entrance to the valley of Josaphat, tiien to the
G;arden of Olives, bordering on B3ethiplage to the brook
(if Cedron lloiving iii the bed of tie valley, and to the
Golden Gate, which, openingr upon the slope opposite to-
ilie Garden of Olives, adniiued the pilgrini into thc I-oly
Cii v. So far as Beth pliage, Ile %valkcd on the skies of tie
sul iînîiit of the Mounit of Olfives, witli the open country
beclow andi to righit aîîd left of Hiîî. Nature liadti ei op-
portuîitv, as le passeti 1w, of mîingrliîg the perfunie of
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