
EDITORTAL NOTES.

TO :1MEMBlERRS OF PARi.IAM3EN I, in much of

what we write below, we woulid particularly
addrcss ourselves, now during the recess and as
lte lime of the next Session of the House draws
near. The death-rate in Canada, especially in
many of our chies and towns is persistently
very high, as shown again below. Surely there
is no subject so important for the mnemibers of
the Parliament of Canada to consider as this one
of the health and lives of their constituents.
We are convinced that if members will biut con-
sider it stficiently they wvill see the absolute
necessity of action.

TiiE P'UtiC HEALTII question is one of such

great and far reaching importance that we need
not apologize for pressing it repeatedly and even
constantly upon the notice of ail memibers of
Parliament and indeed every one who has any
influence with the niembers. Every life in this
young country is needed to help t fill 1up its
mav unoccupied places. Everybody now
knows and need not he told that nany lives are
lost in Canada every year, in fact every day,
through both ignorance and neglect of ordinary
santary requirenients, and that by the free and
liberal distribution of knowledge of the simple
rules of health and by proper sanitary oversight
and administration, many of the lives now thus
sacrificed to ignorance and neglect miight he
saved and prolonged to many years of useful
citizenship. We do not ask for any interference
whatever with Provincial health proceedings ;
but that the inactive Provinces shall be in-
fluenced to efficient action, and that all shal
le assisted in the work of promîoting, in every
practical way, the health of the people.

TiLE MORAiIrTY for the irst half of the
current year in the twentv-nine large cities and
towns in the Dominion tmaking returns to the
i)epartnent of Agriculture shows that many
ihotsantis of our Canadian people died in
Canada in that peiiod who vould not have died
had not the nortality been higher here than it
was in London, Eng. Accepting as correct the
population of the Canadian towns as estimated
b-y the ntnicipalities, which is mtîuch more
lkely to lie place.d too high than too low, the
<h-îth-rate in these towns for the half year was
2 per 1,o0 of population ier annum, while in
great London during lthe saine period it was but
17,75 ; and for the wlie of England md Wales

18.35, per i,ooo. This proves clearly that the
mortality in the Canadian towns is over 13 pet
cent. higher than it is in London. Tierefore,
as there were S 518 deaths recorded in these 29
Canalian towns duritg the Iirst six months of
titi. year, 1,533 of these deaths would have been
prevented liad not Ie mortality iere ieen
higher than it was in London. This means
thai, if the mortality in Canada were reduced
from 21 per i,ooo of population to 17.75 per
1,000, by proper sanitary administration. as it
ias been so reduced in London within the last
decade. there wotl i be a saving of 3,066 lives
in a year in our principal cities and towns, or
about 20,000 lives a year in the :whole Domin-
ion. Every year now for many years we have
shown that about 2o,ooo lives a vear are sacri-
ficed in Canada to ignorance and neglect of
sanitary rules. which miiglit be and should lie
preserved. Can Canada afford such a yiarly
sacrifice ?

A DEliNrrE Pi.AN for a Dominion Sanitary
organization has been before the leadiing Sani-
tarians of the Dominion on several occasion, :
yet h itas been said, by those not having taken
the trouble to inform teiselves, that no plan
bas been brought forward. An outline of what
is desirable and pîracticab!e ias been yearly
)roposed in this JOURNAL for Many years, but
ve may againt briefly outine it now. As a

basis, a system'of health statistics and statements
or reports is ess'ntial. There should be a record
of births and deaths and nonthly returns of
the saie. For all practical purposes and for
somte years to come, it would suffice to obtain
these fromtt 15o centres. Sufflicient noney would
not yet ie granted by parliatient for a nonthly
record of these events in aill the outlyirg rural
districts of the Dominion, but once a year they
miiight le obtaineid through the assessors from al]
districts. Besides these statistics-and what
would he, tg, , mo e practical valte, it is

essential to provhte fo monthly, or better, fort-
nightly or weekly, rept -ts fron these 150 centres
of tlie general prevailing condition of the public
health, especially as relating to any infectious or
epidbem.tic diseases in cither tmankina or the
domîtestic animals. Reîturns of all tuese statistics
and reports should be made to a ilpartment, or
a sui.department of orie of the present lepart-
iients, of the Government at Ottawa. In this


