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THE HERALD OF SIMPLIFIED SPELING.

NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION.
GRAV'S BLEGY (conténned).
The ploughnan homeward plods his weary way»
The speling plough is historic, indicating

tremes of opnnes and closenes respectivly,
les extreme sounds ar really used, viz., ou,
The reader shud ever bear in mind that g
is elast with «-sounds.

(Lo be continued.)

notits derivation but that it was once pro-,
nounced with a gutural overa wider area |
than now. This gutural, temporarily de-

PAIRD VOWELS.

noted by ¢k, is stil herd in Scotland and
north of England, chiefly among the rural
population, more conservativ of” orthoepy
than townstien and citizens. Besides ply,
pluedmd pluek ar herd in Scotland. 1f
an American atempt to giv it, he wil com-
only say pluh or pluk. The sornd is be-
tweenthem. The tung is bro't bak til ital-
most tuches soft palat: if it tuches it, k is
herd; in h, tung is flat on mouth-floor, not
drawn hak archt tords soft palat as in ¢k
Ch is quite frequent in German. Its prop-
er pronunciation and that of its voiced
yoke-felo g is a shibolethalmost to yung
America,  Old fogy tutors inefectualy try
to-hamer-it-in by repetition insted of giv-
ing its formation to practis,

The first part of the difthong is givn as |
a, 0, 0, o1 u; its seend, u or @i, Sheridan, |
who in 1780 rote our first (leaving Ken-|
riek’s, 1772, and Perry’s, 1773, out of acount |
a com-

as minor) pronouncing dictionary,
plete copy of which we hav, says 0 and @
ar its parts. Jones, who rote “Sheridan |
Improved,” stil givs ot so late as his 12th
ed®, 1807, Walker, 1791 on, givs ou,saying |
distinctly that its first part is the vowel of
nor or enll. Nobody now givs o, Hasthe|
difthong changed? or was Sheridan mis-
taken, othiers copying him too much? O-1
riginal observation is yet rare.  (Dictiony !
makers ar areat copiers; thus, one omited ;
wnele, sodid others, notobzerving omision?) !
Pitman givs ou; our correspt, MV, foloing |
Lllis, givs vu, apearing to confound a and ¢
u. M. limits it tho: he says:—
o

- . .

“When the difthong precedes o voicelss con- '
sonany, the first clement is vowel in_up, but, son; |
when the difthony ends a word or is folod by a
voiced consonant, the first clement is vowel in
alins, father, In U. State<it apearsto me
to be usunly the vowel in _fazher in all words.”—
HeRALD, Marceh, 1886,

_Other authoritis ar cited there. Murray |
givs either ou (an) or au. The later, au, is
cokny, also *down cast.  Whitney says:— |

“The mouth-organs do not rest an instant in a-
position at begini- g, but use it merely asa statt-
g point.. ... It is mater of dispute among Eng-
lish 1onetists, whether initial position in these
dift::ongal slides is that of a 7_fin) or that of the
neutral vowel, and some of the best authoritis
(as Ellig) favor the later.  Very probably ther is
actual diference of usage indiferent parts of tha
Bnghsh-spcu]mgg comunity. The fact that,as we
hav scen, ther is in ordinary speaking no pro-
longation of the initinl cloment, makes satisfac-
tory determination dificult. I am fuly persuaded
thatIbegin witha of far."—Part§, §15, of2d Series,
Oricntal & Ling. Studies.

Insted of af, in which a and @ ar ex-.

!

&

The contention of a correspondent that
', as in ¢, is the same in Ger. and Eng. iy
hut an exampl of a rule w. 1 put by Pow-
Vel (Frtrod. to Study of Tnd. Tanguugusyi—

“The diforonce of tone betzveen long and short valnes
of wlat is searly the same songd (s greater sn Fisgdun
than in alinost any other landuage

Th stupidest hoodlum among us yeling
ina erowd redily distinguishes well and
mealy xit and seaty, kit and heaty, pill and
pealy and so on for scores of words. Fuor
e-sounds compare tiele with tell, sint with

Veent, mate with met, taint with tent, ete,

As to a-souunds, a is wel diferentiated from
a,but vowel in «what not so wel from that
in futher, art, ete. These apear to form
the only pair badly diferentiated.  For o-

Fsounds compare seald with scold, not with

note, for with fore, got with gout, etc. For
u-sounds compare full with fuol, wordd with
wooed, pull with pool, ete. In Ger,, i-, -, u-
soundsar justabout as widely diferentiat-

! ed as in Bng. They hav e and i, ¢ and ¢,

tt and u, much as we hav--not so with o-
and a-sounds. We hope to giv dingrams
tru to nature of vowel-scalesin chief mod»
lang*. In Romance Lang® pairs ar not so
welseparated- -sound-shifting erthqualkes
hav not yet rent their vowel-systems.
Corolury: English requires more vowel-
signs diferentiated than other tungs.

U axp U.—As to M Jones' contention,
Iast month, as to infrequency of u, wesay
thatall depends on how yu count.  Isou-
difthong to be counted in? We say, yes.
Is o to he considerd o*? Who shal decide?
Istimats vary from 14 to 4 per centum—
truth lies between, about 2 p.¢. We read
Mr.Jones’ leter with u 18times, u 23 times.
We shal giva table of 10000 sounds.

“TYRANT CUSTOIM”
“Custom calls him to it!
What custom wills; shud custom always do it,
The dust on antique timo wud lie unswept,
And mountanus error bo too highly heapt,
For truth to overpeer.”

KEY:a a @ eEiiooov u @
asin art atale cll eelill Tnorox no up putooze
1= The f loingar used /u pronunciation only:—
: = lip-protrusion; * = nasal; o obscure,
Vari-{ « er ¢ ¢ o u ®
etis. } a,n eu Ejie Ly 0,0 ull aead
asin fast lerrn erect tune God your fare
stauch firmremain jovial folly into  thera

——

T~ Lhese prges hay a misionary object.
Yur énfluence to cxtend civevla’ 13 solicited




