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Let us eareftilly e\tltide the black sheep.' select and exclusive circle of Ileaven' s
So they withldrew theniselves fremn the favouritos.' Its aini is not mcerely to sup-
geineral body of Christiaus, and started an, ply those chosen ones witlî spiritual de-
organisation of tlîoir own. They set up liglits and to keep thorn well guardcd from,
a select and e\cluisive Chutrelh. the wiclied world around. That ivere

But alas! lîow impossible is it, even a poor and misorable conception of the
with the strictest discipline and thc Ohurchi's work.
sternost rides, to lieep out evil aitogeth)er. The purpose of Christ throughi Ris
Into the smnallest seet ana the most ri-id Churcli is far vider ana nobler. It is to
it 'will crcep. iherc is a Judas among the bc a grcat sclîool into which sinners are to
twelve, and Satan in the guise of tAie bc brouglit and gradually cducated into
hypocrite nioets us everywlîere. You may ripe Christians. It is like a vast field inx
lock your doors and draw your bolts, but which the tares are minglcd with the whoat
you on]y fasten him in. until the final harvest. It is the flingingy

The ]3aptists have discovercd this, likie of a net with a daring band frccly out into
many other people, and the constant splits the vide waters of tho world, and the on-
in their body bear witness to it. Thus closiii- o! good and bad fishes together is
there are General Baptists, and Particular tic resuit. Certainly this implies risk and
Baptists, Baptists' Newv Connexion, Strict peril and chiance o! defeat. Peoplo who
Baptists, Scotch Baptists, Seventh. Day visit among tlic siek ma;y catch the infection
Baptists, and se forth-eaeh striving to tlîemsclves. And those who go into scones
framo that impossible ti -apure and o! moral pollution to rescue the victims are
select Ohiurcli upon earth. It is, in1 tmuth, not free fron dlanger. But in view of the
an old dreani. nobility o! the work, who stops to counit the

So early as tic second century the cost ? The Churcli, lilie lier Master, ex-
Montanists strove for it, but witbout tonds a welcornc to publicans and sinnors,
success. Tertullian, their leader, is loud even thoug liber character lxx ths si-lit o!
and. bitter in lus denunciation o! the the world suifer thereby. She, too, cornes,
Clînreli for admitting bieck into communion amon-st mon, not to cail the riglitous, but
those who bail fallen into sin. Thon came sinners to repentance.
the sellisin o! tho Novatians-the ]?uritans 2. The second peuliar doctrine o! the
o! the third century; and thon the Dona- Baptists arises out o! the first. And it is
tists, tho ancestors of the modemn Baptists. tlîis that gives tiîem their name. They bap-
Their doctrine vas emphiatically con- tize only adults. Not ail aduits, but those
denined nt the Council1 o! Arles, A.D. 31-1, 'whose porsonal faith and character semi
and they subsequently feil te pieces. But to justify tlîeir admittance among the
the -vision of an eartlîly Churcli, 1 without membors o! the community. They objeet
spot or wrinkile or any suclu thing, h as to infant baptism. Uay, tboy follow an
continued fri that day to this to eharmn licretical practice of early Chiristian times
some zealous souls, and te onlist their by baptizing over agaiin children Who have
sympathies. alreidy been admitted inte Chiist's fiocli

And bore the question suggests itself : by this rite.
' Are the ]3aptists, after ail, seeking for tho The Churcb, on the othor hiand, teaches
right sort o! thing ? 1Have they net muade that none may be, exeluded frorn tli
a gra-ve inistalie in thxe idea they have blessings of this Sacrament wvhom, Christ
formed o! the Churcli o! Christ ? Rave lias not excludod. She remombers that
they net altogether misunderstood its pur- there arc no Scriptural words to ho found
pose axid mission?' Theo Churcli -%as not dcnying children admittance into Ris
intondod to be a select club in which the kingdom. Sho recolleets how Hoe rebuked
best Christians wec to enjoy one anothcr's the disciples when they would bave kcpt
company ini undisturbed intercouse-« a tlxen fromn Rlm with the words, <Suifer


