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that lonely garret all the holiday time, studying
Shakespeare ! By-the-by, yourstudymng witl be
of hardly avny uso to you, becauso the acting
cditions are quite diffcrent.  As to ourselves,
you will sce by the date of this that we are in
Treland. I have been settled here now for three
scasons, and Jack is engaged as second scenc-
puinter, nnd wo are doing well ard are very
comfortable. Dear me, I hive not told you the
great news of all.  W¢ have spoken and thought
of you soconstantly, that I forget how far apart
you have beea in reality from me and mine all
these years. Polly is married! Married very
well, indeed, to & teacher of music here, and she
has one little girl, and is very happy. Janet is
at home with us still, and grown stich a sweet
creature.  Not pretty, Mabel—at least they say
not. [ think sho has the loveliest faco in the
world. We have not lct her do anything, be-
cause, a8 perhaps you remember. she was always
rather delicate from a baby. But she is such a
comfort to her father! Hce often says that he
forgets his blindness, 3o thoroughly docs Janet
make her oyes bis own.  Ob, Mabel, Lhave cov-
cred cight pages, and have not yetsaid half I
wanted to say. I must, however, before I con-
clude, explain that during the summer vacation
here we always go to Kilclare, in the south of
Ireland, for a short season. The manager i3 an
old acquaintance of ours, and we think it would
be a very favourable opportunity for you to
male a beginning. It'sa little out-of-the-way
nook—very pretty, very pleasaunt, and the people
are so aice and kind. Wo leave Dublin for Kil-
clare in about two months from this date. But
come to us as soon as you can, There will be
much to do, and many things to settle. Of
course you bave no wardrobe or anything of that
sort; but—sec how lucky it fallis out'~—there
are nearly all Polly's stage dresscs just as she
left them. You won’t mind using them, dear,
just at first. Give my Kind love to my sister-in-
law, and uncle Jobn’s too, Kiss your dear lit-
tle brother for me My dear child, I long to see
you again. I suppose I shall bardly know you.
But whatever olse is changed, there will be our
own Mabel’s loving heart ; that, I found by your
letter, is unaltered. Ever your affectionate Aunt,
“3any WaLToN Eakssnaw

“PS. The enclozed is to help your journcy.
You won't scruple to take it from Uncle John.
He says you must consider that he stands in the
placz of a father to younow. If you will let us
know when you are coming, Jack shall meetyou
at Kingstown. I wish he could go across and
bring you all the way, but I'm afraid we can't
manage that, MW

When Mabel first opened the letter, there had
dropped out of it a five-pound note.

SCOTLAND FROM AGRICOLA'S
INVASION TO 148s.

HE following notice of Mr. Burton's work is

taken from Chambers's Journal :

The four volumes now published of Mr, Joho
Hsll Burton’s work® arc so mnny-sided that
they furnish food for tho taste of nuinerous read-
ers to whom ordinary * lustory " offers httle at-
traction. The author is & powerful, though not
a pictaresque writer; and on whatever portion
of his wide-ranging and comphicxted subject he
is cwployed, he compels the attention and the
interest of his readers to bis labours. In the
well-trodden ficld of national controversy, he
¢ sets lus foot down ” with vigorous insistance :
he is not, indced, violent or mpetuous, but he
relies confidently on the strength of the testi-
mony he Las to support s opinions withal, and
uses 1t stroogly. Thet Scotland was peopled
from Ircland—that the Scoti were Insb, and
Scotia a name imported from the civihized West
to the wild regions Iying withina little distance,
casily traversed by the adventurers in their
boats, are, ho holds, proven; and le finds it ag
difficult to understand reluctance i the adms-
sion as it 15 wwpossible to shake the evidence of
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the fact, Ilis patriotic zeal, thongh it does not
outrun discretion——though 1t is not extravagant,
is very decidedly outspoken, and he denounces
Bdward L. with & candour and force which will
surprise that bloody-minded, vindictive, and
treacherous monarclh’s admrers not a little, cs-
pecully it, as is generally the cage, they have
earned Scotch history from an Euoglish point of
view. The Union has been for so long a hap-
pily accomphished fuct, that it i3 not easy to re.
gard, m a furr and dispassionate spivit, th  his-
toric ages throughout which England and H.ot-
Iand were not only separate, but bitter and de-
termined eneunes. The long and animated story
of the contests between the two countries, and
the alliances between Scotland and Irance
against their common and detested foe, bas never
been told with such deotail and sequencg ag by
Mr, Burton ; aud the period of Scotland’s glory
while England dechined from her position of
power and majesty, under the fecble son of
the Black Prince, is cbronicled after & faghion
which must arouse cxultation in cvery truly
Scottish breast. The intensity of the writers
national sympathics, while so governed by jus-
tice and prudence as not to take from his trust.
worthiness as a historian, lend his work a char-
acteristic literary charm which is all-pervading.
The history of the war of independance which
ensued on the disputed succession caused by the
extinction of the lino of Alexander IIL, by the
death of the *Maid of Norway,” i3 one of the
wost exhaustive narrativesever produced by any
chronicler, and no less remarkable for the ela-
boration of its details, and its close reasoning
on resulis, than for the salient distinctuess with
which certain individuals are brought before the
mind’s eye, with reality all the more remarkable
because, as we have said, Mr. Burton is not a
picturesque veriter. There is no pictorial group-
ing in his style, a deficiency peculiarly notice-
able when he has to deal with the great tragedy
and mystery of Scettish story, the reign of Mary
Stewart, but Lo picks out certain individunls,
and forces the reader to sce them Bruce, Baliol,
aud, in particular, Wallace and John Knox, are
examples of this faculty

When the author enters upon the task of tra-
cing theoriginand condition ofthe several popu-
lations  inhabiting Scotland ahout the time
when Honuring wrote bis celebrated letter to the
cities of Britain, telling them that in future they
must look to themselves for protection—that is,
in the year 410—~he comes at once into the area
of the Pict and Scot controversy, which he
bandles most fully, most ably, and with the re-
sult before mentioned. He maintains that the
Picts were simply the independant northern
tribes, not included in the Roman province of
Britain, and so called because they retained the
custom of painting themselves, long abandoaned
by the South Rritains - and that the Scots, or
Scoti, were immigrant Jrish tribes, far in ad-
vance of the Picts in civilisation, and who rapid-
ly gained all the advantages which such supe-
riority would naturally secure. In the time of
Columba, the [rish colony of Scots did not
spread beyond Tona, and the country northward
was still part of the dominion of the king of the
Picts. How the colony grew—how its language
spread, and absorbed the Norse tongue—how
group alter group of Norse invaders were absor-
bed into the Irish-speaking population—how
Scottish Dalriada became a powerful state,
while Irish Dalrinda  became divided and
disintegrated—how the term Scotia gradually
loosened its hold on the old country, and at-
taching itself to the new, gave it the namo by
which it is kuown in lhistory, is all eloguently
and convincingly told.

Mr. Burton is sceptical about Druidism, which
he considers is fa. too easily accepted as a solu-
tion of the difficultics attending a proper com-
prehension of the ante-Clhristian history of Scot-
land and England. His sketch of the discre-
pancies between the plentiful statements which
aro made concerning the Druidical system, and
the very little that is reully known or proved
about it, is one of his most remarkable nchieve-
ments - he points out the briefpess and upcer-
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other ancient references, and the highly signif.
cant absenco of any organised opposition to tle
carly saints and Christian missionaries on i
part of any priesthood which can be identifieq
with that of the Druids. ¢The contest of cop-
version,” suys the author, ¢ lasted from the days
of Constantine the Great till Jong after the days
of Charlemagne,

¢ The larger features of the contest are told Ly
the ecclesiastical historinng; the individual
trinmphs of the missionaries are to be found iy
the ample volumes of the Lives of the Saints,
If, then, there had been a heathen hierarchy holg.
ing spiritual rule over tho greater part of £y.
rope, 1o find nothing about it in the aunals of
the early church, would bo as anomalous as to
read a Ilistory of the Reformation which says
nothing of the popedom, tbe Romish hierarchy,
and the Council of Trent  Yet on Druidism, it
hicrarchy and creed, these annals of the early
church are dumb, It has yet to be discovered
that they speak of heathendom as represented
by any general hierarchy or system. A locg]
idol, the temple in which it i preserved, and o
heathen priest, or Magus, taking charge of the
temple—such are usually tho nature of the in.
pediment with which the early saint has to dea)
when he penetrates the territories of the nncon.’
verted ?

Tho national history of Scotland, properly so
called, begins at the period when the Britons
continued to maintain an independent territory
in the west, from the Solway to the Clyde; and
northward, the country was divided between
the Picts on the north and east, and the TIrisy
Scots on the west.  Stirring, wild, and romag.
tic is the story of the strife between them, ang
the constant war waged by the savage and dos.
perate Norsemen on both, The story reads Jike
pages from some grand old epic, until, beween
840-860, the superior civilisation of the Irig).
derived race, their literature, and their language
finally prevailed, and the union of the Picts and
Scots took place. To the inteiligence and clear.
ness with which the author puts forth the con-
clusions at which he has arrived must be added
their novelty, He has enriched histors with o
chapter as novel as it scerns incontrovertible,

The legends of the carly kings, some of whicl
are aceepted, some rejected, bring us 1o the re.
lations of the Scots and Saxon kings, to the
reigns of Duncan, Malcolm, and MacBeda, o
Macbeth, important, not alone in regard to the
character of the king, but beeause with his reign
coded the mixed or alternative shecession, and
the rule of bereditary saccession was esmbli:;hcd
Just nine years after the accession of Malcolm
Camore, came the Norman Conquest of Eune.
land.  No section of Mr. Burton's work ghews
more remarkable ability thau that in which he
discusses its nature, its results, its collateral
effects on Scotland, and the marvell vus system
of organisation which served to make the con-
quest so complete.  The marriage of the her of
the Suxon kings to King Malcom’s sister, made
Malcoln the natural enemy of the C<aqueror,
an enmity from whick much misery resulted |
but when Edgar, his son, and the son of S,
Margaret, bad fought his way to his fathers
throne, be married his sister Natilda to Henry
king of Englang, in the year 1100. Until the
Wars of the Roses terminated in the marriage
of Henry VII. with Elizabeth of York, no more
important alliance than this, which united the
heir to the conquest of the Normans with the
daughter of the old Saxon hivgs, cver took place,
With prospects of peace, and the death of King
Alexander I, Edgar’s brother, in 1124, the first
volume terminates.

A period, long in duration, and of vast im-
portance, is containcd ju the sceond volume,
which carries the parmtive of Scottish history
from the accession of King David, the thitd son
of St Margaret, in 1124, to the death of Brace
in 1329, after the grand achicvement of the
famous Treaty of Northampton, asd includes
among its chapters several treatiscs, according
to tho lucid and compreliensive arrangement
adopted by the author, which supply a complete
statement of the moral, material, aud economical
condition and progress of the kingdom during
the lapsc of two centuries, This volume js the



