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TEE GODERICE SALT WOXRY.

Tuﬂ Lismilton Speciator redently printed a history
of the Goderich Salt Works, from which we take
b0 following:—
PROGBEES OF THR XNTERPRISE.

Tho Goderich Cotnpany at frst put np & bloek of 52
Kottlon, edch capablo of containing 135 gatlons, and
{lc!dln tomewhat more than & Larrels of ealt fn 24

nare, the pump working 10 Hours o day and throw-
1ng a continnous stream of 600 galions an hour Thay
soon howevoer found themsalves unablo to annp‘lv the
domand, and were comiwited to complato the block
by nddln{ 63 kottlagmbie; thus enabling thom to turn
otit ovér 100 barrela of sait # day, tho pump working
18 hours s day. Tho saccess ot this well stimalated
o*hnrs to Invest thejr means, and during the winter of
1847, another eompany was formed under tho name of
thg * Ontaglo Salt Company **  The operations of thia
Company were looked upon with considerablaintetest
tor thé rgavon that thelr weil was on the south side of
the river, and tipdn ground 100 feet highor than that
of the @oderich Comgan{ 1t wad bosldes In the 1m.

e terminus ot the Buffalo and

x&egu ﬂclnlty‘ of t L o n
" TOn-. Ay, ompAnYy wi suc.
ceul"’u{?'it 'ésmlw Zd 'tho fadt that H)e yas'lt' dbpanit

carered & conglderible &rea and also ensured peculisr
advantages in the matter of shipment Thoy struck
salt at 1 100 foot, or at almost exactly tho samo level
a8 thg Goderich Company had struck upon the opyo-
sito bank of tha river, and at onecs put up the necessary
blook hiouss and tank, the block containing 60 kettiea
with room for as many more  The bore of this wall
wae symewhat larger thon that of the Goderich Com.
pany, tho tubo being three inches in diameter, and

um; s 15 galicns of brine per minute Four other
{’:om anies at onoeo started to bore on the ssmo sido of
tho river, and three of them complated thetr works
early fuot summer 8o that until guite recently tive
wells wwere at work as follows —

Wells. Kettles. DBbls. per day
Goderlch.... . . .. 104 100
Horen 120 1o
Ontario... oo B 86
Donainion .. P 65
Victoria s L B0 85

And there are besides the Teonmeeh, the Maltland,
and the Princo, wells sunk to their tuil depth. but ia
conusction with which the buildiags have not been
erected The peculisrity of this en‘erprise, i3 that it
bas boen entirely local; with tho eing & exception of
ove well, avery dollar expended has beon Goderich
capital, the willing outlay of the enterprising men of
thiat town, for the drvelopment of a most valeable
and fmportant Canadian enterprise  Aod when it s
remembeared that the aversge outiay on each well has
bebn £15,000, it will be geen that & very important fu-
veatmont - hay already been mads. $7e have given
above what the wells thus tar completed have actually
prodoced, but it is worth while to look st

WRAT THREY ARE CAPABLE OF rRODCCING.

All the block houses havas been so constructed as to
admit ot complete blocks of frum (v) to 120 keitles
each Wih tgme cr npleted each well can turn oat,
gt the least, one hundrer barrels a day, or in the
agaregate eisht hundred barrels. Ana this produc:
tion {2 capabie of alm. 8t indefinito extension. Already
ealt-bas bean struck at Clinton, tweive miles sontl-
capt 6f Goderich., and st Kincardino, twent)-live
milesnorth of it, So that the extent of salt produc-
fog tetntory issufiicient to supply any market that,
undér ainjott apy contingency, can be fourd for it.
There is miore than that: there is & territory sufficlont-
ly large to en-ure, undor 2l circumstances, a heslthy
campetition, such a competition as may ba aecessary
to ensure for the community, chesp salt.

OTHRR INDUSBTRIES FOSTERED

But it §a not only in tho prodaction of salt that this
eptas prise is to be tacked upon as importaut.  1ithe
encoursgement ft-affords to other branches of jndus-
try 1t i the highest degrco valuable For instaoce,
doring the last vear, the expenditares ot one well, for
tire-wood alona was apwards ot 89000, and an equal
amount for barres. Undei tho present syatem of
manufacture~to whioh we £hall presently reter, and
whith we hope goon to see improved—it takes sixreon
cords of wood to make a hundred.barrels of ealt; that
13 at $2 50 per cord, which is the prosent price in
tioderich, 1t takes an expenditare ot $40 for cord-
wood for everz hundred barrels of salt turoed out, or
for tho-present wella, workiog to tbeir full cgpach
for even two hundred days in the year. sp expendl-
tura, for cardwoo1 alono, of $63,000 anoually. Then
in the mattbr of barrels, which cost 80 cents each, the
outlay on the fuil productions of these wells for two
hundred days in the yosr wonld be $45,000 Inad.
dition to this about §3.000 or 810 000 for each well can
be added for pther exponses, 80 that in the aggregate
the ordidery exponditure cobnected with these wells
1< close upon $200.000 a year This affords tome idea
ot tha great importance of this now branch of Cana.
dian indusiry, and tho necessity for its encourage-
wment and protection against foreign monopolies.

THE PROCESS OF MANUPACTURE.

Mapy of our readers, probably eight out of every
ten of them, have never visited theso wells, and msy
not be-scquainted with the process of manufacture
A word of §nformation op this point, therefore, will
not be apinteresting Tho wells are covered by a
derrick. attached to which {sen engine.house, where
the sngins used tn pumpiog is placed the
derrick is & large equare yat, élavated on posts. for the
brinp, whioh i3 conducted to it by troughs from the
pump. These vate are kept filfed with the brice,
which 0 wing into them, resembles tho (nest epring
water, perfootly ooloriess axid pure. Besido the vat,
tha blodk Liouks is erected, s'large bufiding, which:in
theeo days of volunteering, mizht by the aninitiated:

be mistakon for an nousually large drill shed To
this, et au olovation of about ten feet {rom the ground,
tho bloeks or kettles sré pleced. the furnsces %elng at
the ond, with ponductors to lead tho heat uider the
kottics. The blook consists of two rows of kettles,
about thirty in each row—in tho full dlock there are
{rur rows, and between theeo is & long woadon tuho

-ioto which tho briro runs, and & wooden tap frem

that over esoh kettio. from which ther ara fiiled with
thobrine Tho heat causes evaparation. and the salt
settios in the bottom of the kettte, -om which it s
taken b{ long stiovels and put (nto baskets, one to
pach-kettle, 20 that the brine may run from it. When
ocoroparatively dried it {s empiied futo the long bins
on cxch side of the blooks, and from thera is packed
tn barrels, ready for shipmont. The flnoness of tho
ralt doponds upon tho rapidity of the evaporation, ro
that by appiying less heat & coacser salt i3 produced

This proooss of marufsoture howaver s said to bo by

no the 308t €
od a new evaporating pan, {artead of the kettle, and
has one, on & small scale. fn operation on tho north
sldo of tho river, for which ho is taking outa patent
This consists of a large shallow pan, with double
bottom, tho space betwoen being used ae a steam
chamber, which affards eufficient heas for the procors
‘of avaporotion QOn exch sido of this pan aro plat-
forms, sloping towsrds {t, and the aslt 18 dratwn on to
these by means of s fine toothed hoe, tho water run-
uing back into tha pan  When dry tha salt is drawn
back Into the bins, readv for packing. Hiscontan-
tion, based upon the experience of actual work in hia
toat pan, is, that with it ho cao preduce 8 hundred
barrels of st with soven and & half cords of woaod.
instead of rixtean, by the systom now inuse And in
addition to this saving, ho urges chat the logs from
fucrustration twill be much losa if not altogetheravotd-
od \Whather this process will be fouad to bo anffi-
ofootly valuabloe or not. must remsain for practical
men after practical experionco to dectde.  But this §s
quito certain, that it the Goderich works ara sufi-
ctently encouraged to cnable them to withstand tho
undao and unfeir competition 3 & foreign monopn!
such improvements will und .adtediy be made as will
ensure the moat economical manufacturo of sa't. And
this brings us to the point, opon whith we dosire to
aay 8 fow words here and will hava more to ey
hereafter, viz: that

GODERICH BALT 18 ENTITLKD TO PROTECTION.

Weo are not disposed now to d the theories of
froe trade and protection, which 8o terrible troubla
someof nur contemporarios: that may more vroperly
be reserved fur our editorial columos.  Bat thaere aro
a fow facts prominent and easily understoad that we
dosire to submit to the common enso and patriotiam
of Cansdian readors and Canadisn voters: and upon
thess they can form tolerably currect potions of what
this call for proteation the Goderich salt enterprise
means For 18 months aftor the firat discovery of
salt, and the practical workiog of the Goderich well
it was rold, free on board at Goderich, at from $1 60
to 81 65 per barrel, and the demand was s0 great at
thoso prices that the Company were compelled to
doublo the cspacity of their works American sait
was equally in the markat at thattime. According to
the trado returns of 1867, the quantity of Amarican
salt imported into Ontario was about 137.000 darrels,
tseuming five bushels to the barrel.  Itis worth whita
steting the imports of American salt for s fow years
back, thus:—

Barrels.

8o that it will bo seen that thers was still & con-
siderabie importation of salt trom the United States,
at the time the Goderich salt was selling at the prices
wo havo montioned, showing that in ordinary times
and without any ulterior motive such as we will show
the American Company to be influenced by, that is
the normal and tair price of zalt. Bat then camo tho
atartling revelation “ the now vein,” as their ageot in

.Canada favetionaly called 1t, that at taeir own State

far they wore beaten by the Goderich salt, and then
camae tho moro startling revelation of Professor Goess-
mangn, showing that with a more approved systam of
manufacture the Goder'ch works could actusily pay
tho American duty of 70a per barrel, and almosat cor.
pete with them fn the Chicago markot, and they re-
solved to strike *a pew vein ” at once It came in
the form of a circular in which prices are graduall
re-wuced &8 Goderich is approached. whero salt
at 51 32, being 81 60 in Toronto and 81 40 tn Stratford.
It takes more money: o 21Ty & bag of .aslt to Strat.
ford or Goderich from Syracuse than ft does to carry
it to Toronto. Why, therefore, this sudden exhibi-
tion of self saprifice for tho benefit of the farmers ¢f
Perth and Huron? Awnother change has been made
stnce, another veduction, aud still tho same extra-
ordinary discrimmation in favour of the Porth and
Huron consumers The axtraordingry part of this
mstter, bowever, is that this ‘*naw vein '’ has only
affected tho prico in Canada. Wo happen to have
sowe o'd commarcia® circulam by vs, and it 13 worth
while quoting from them, as follows

Chicago~2lay 25, 1866 cevee coov... - 82 40
o Bept. 20, ** cievvones -o- .0 265
* Q 1n, .- eee-0 385
" March25,1%69 . .. . . 260
Buffalo—April 23, 1866 .. 2580
o Sept 23, 1867...... .. . 250
“ April 1, 1860. 245

Now we submit that our American cousins have
reason to find faunlt wwith this ¢ new veln,” in that it
only affeots the price of salt on this side of the lakes,
and noticesblv in tho rugion of Goderich Salt hes
kept up stradily there, where ‘there are ro Goderich
wells to compete with—or rather whero 8 J)mwou,on
of 70 centaa barrel in gold mekey compatition impos-
siblg. As 8 myter of fact, to-day it 13 §3.40 &8 Eyrs.

bIr Platt hasinvent. |

cuse, equal to $1 %) {n gold. It fs higher than that in
Buffalo, and very much higher in Chicago Atd yot
at Steatford ¢ has been reduced »tf) further, since
tho ““pow vein ** wasstruck, to 81 42, and st Toronto
to 8100, Before the Geoderich enlt wells werg dise
coveed tha prica in Canada was from $1756 to 81 81,
and {t {3 only brcau«n of that dizcovery, and brcauso
of the competition which 1t has affurdvd tn Canads,
that prices have been reduced a0 tar and that we are
threatened with the discovery of another ** new veln,””
ead a gonsequent fustlier reduotion.

FREIGHT PROBPECTS,
HE following pasaerapbs from a long srticle pub-
Hahed recentiy in the Detroit Post, on the prose
peots of trefght for the ensuing year may bo of fnterest
, to many of our rusders —
Until'a fow weeks sinca the prspeot certainly hud
* & gloomy look, gand a large amusuot ol vessol property
was thrown upon the market in consequence of that
progpect While 1t wes kuowo that the smount of
stavea to go furward would ebow 8 dvmunition com-
ared with last year the scason bad been & very uo-
avourable one for iurnbening operations, which pro-
duced s depressing effect  But the recent eXxtremely
tavourable weather for getring out lumber aod othar
coarsa freights has produced a material ohaugo in the
Frospoct. There has prubably been fully us much
umber got out as {0 au. furmer sezson, am{. althvugh
it has yet tor the most part to be brouglit tv the mitls,
wo 8ro safo in saying thst the smount that will be
sawed will b rufilofently largae far the requirement of
tho market, avd any groster amount than that will be
of no particular use to versols lho etave trade le
rather lees prownteing theamount gotuut belog smasler
then (ast year, aithough larger than was oxpocted s
month ago owing to the recent good sleighing., 1lio
stavo buyers are very slow in their movemionta this
scason iu conscquence of the Cuban trogbles. They
did not come 11to tho Sagivaw country until ¥eb-
suary Thore will be a worid vl miroeliauobus .coarra
freights 10 go forward during the comiug seasow, par-
ticularly hoops, pail-bolta, raliroud ties, etc A Jargo
uumber of Ubioago men bavo been dowa on tue
north shoro of Lake Erie, and at other points la Gan.
ada, securing raifroad tias and a cousidezable amguut
ot the same commudity will be required tn Detroit,
aud various othur markets Tho ilumitadle timber
resources of Michigau a:s coustantly atiracting pew
buyers from all quarters. At a slugis point on [ 1)
Huron the: 6 are uow 2,(00 cunds ot pail-bolts syyaite
iog shipmeonts.

All accounts eatisfy us that thera will be from 25 to
23 pos cent. more irun ore taken to market this yerr
than ever beture, whiie the grato truda looks docidedly
i)‘romlsing Not only aro their ample stores ay tho
' 1ko Atchigan purts, but the stooks still ~emaining tn

first bands much larger than usual These facts on
the whole, have a teuadency to canse a more hupetul
feelirg among vessel owners, and prices which would
have been accepted 8 mouth ago, would now bo most
| perewptortly rejected 1oy seel that there is a

prospect 1ur a fair season, although if they arereason.
l able men, thoy will aot expect splendid profits in

view ot the rather straigbtened fioancial condition 1n
lwlm:h the country at large must continue a Jittle
onyer.

Tho eeason of navigstion will not open 80 early as
wa3 expected 4 fow weoks ago, which i3 all the batter
for vessel owners. Anr eurly openiug only adda to &
gzasol;zt: expense accuunt, without any compensating

netits,

Charters have been madoe ln Chicago at 1o for
wheat, 94¢ for corn, and 7.0 10r oat. Should these
prices %rovo t(p:cal ot the season, vessols will do
: Teasor ably well. A ronth or two ago quite 8 num-
ber of charters wore made tor fron ore at $3.25 from
Marquette to ( levelana, and $2 50 from Estansba to
the same port, but thero rates afford only n-very shm
margin for carriers, and would not now be sccepted.
Coucerning tumber freights, not onough has baen satd
| to throw much light on the question ot rates mix

wecks 2,00 sbippers wera ofliriug 3 6 from Alpepa to
! Buffs.0, a igure bei1ow owaner s views then and which
! weald therejore be regarded as st tarther from the
j mark now.
Capt ¢ K Dixoo_the well-known ship-broker of
thisclry, husalready offected whatare vitaally thi teen
o tartery, 83 follow  Schuun-rs Remndeer oud wiling.
! ton, each six trips whh pait-bolts from Tawas City
! sud the shore near Harrisville to Cleveland at 8376

from dock and $4 from shore, per ‘ord ot 120 cubto
! feet Also, scow Sallor Boy for 8 cargo of lumber
trom Daetroit to Sandusky ot 81 60,

! BRAILBOAD LEGISLATIORN,

' W70 form of corruption is more gonorally encouraged
in State Legislatures than tho acticn of those

! bodies towards the varous impor ant matorial inter-
| 0818 reprosenting wealth enough to muke 1t prohitabie
; W _Dbleed them whenover upportuniy offers. The
railroad iuierest, ropresen tho wost ready mouey

| and being the best able to make uccssipnal payments
|-on accvunt 18 oftencst mado the victim of thess black
mailing operativns. Ifno one but the railroad com-
panies »uffored wo might bo well guntent o leave

| themn to fight their own battles with the lesisiative
' gtrikers, ' but since the public have to pay, direotly
; or ndircctly, every dollar of the * bribory aud cor-
i ruption $und” 50 oxpended, tho mattor is one ia which
wo naturally take o strung intorest. Huw to stop
these Littlo black mailing o}mrauons. and protect the
rauroad 10torest from aoy logislation exoept such as
13 calculuted to make the roads more valuaoly.to the
pusiness and travel.ing cumunity. 3]& question that
sbould xecerve tho attention both oi the press and the

people,
The modus operandi of the Legislstivo strikers is
' this ; An ipflucniial State Senator or Assemblymsp



