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First Quarter : The Patriarchs andl Early Leadiers of Israel

LESSON FoRnDwoan-To lose the initiative is serious for an armny. Somoetimes it is tragic.
Reaching Kadesh-barnea, Israei sent spies to view the land of Canaan. Ten came back declaring
the impossibility of advance. Two, Toshua and Caleb, declared its abundant practicability. For-
getting God's power, Israel allows the fear of the unknown to prevail.

Lesson IX. THE REPORT
THE LESSON PASSA

1 And ail the congregation liftcd up their voice, and
cried ; and the people wopt that night.

2 And ail the chidren of Is'raol znurmured against
Mo'ses and against Aa'ron: and thc whole congrcga-
tien said unto tbema, Vou1ld God that wc had diod in the
land of E'gypt ! or would God we had di.:d ie this
wilderess 1

3 A;nd whorefore hath the Loue brought us unto this
land, ta fall by the sword, that our wivcs and our chul-
dron shauld ho a proy ? wcre it not botter for us ta
roturn into E'gypt il

4 And they said ono ta another, Let us inako a cap-
tain, and lot us roturn into E'gypt.

5 Thon Mossand Aa'ron fell on thcir faces beforo
ail the asscmably of thc congregation of tho chidren of
Is'raoi.

LC
DW THE SPIES Mardi 2, 1919
jE-Numbers 14: 1-10.

O And Josh'ua the son of Nun, and Ca'leb the son of
Jophue'neh, which were of thema that searched the land,
rent their clothes :

7 And thoy spako unta ail the coinpany of the cil-
dren of Ts'raei, saying, The land, which we passed
through to search it, is an exceeding good land.

8 If the La dclight in us, thon ho wili bring us inta
this land, and give it us ; a land which flowoth with
maiik and honey.

O Only rebol net yo against tho LORD. neithor fear
yo tho people of the land ; for they art broad for us :
thoir dofonce is departed f rom thora, and the Loue is
wvith us : four thopi nlot.

10 But ail tho congregation bado stano thora with
Stones. And tho glory of tho Loue appearod jn the
tabernacle af tho congrogation bofore ail tho children
of Is'raoi.

GOLDEN TEXT -This is the v!ctory that hath ovorcomne the world, even aur faith.-1 J~ohn 5 : 4 (Rev.
Ver.).

SENIOR AND lIOMEIF DEPARTMNT Topic-Causes of Failure in Life.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
1. A COWVARDLY

P.ANic.-i-5. Al
the spies agreed ns gil
ta, the fertility of
the land. But ton
had sen nothing
cisc during the for-
ty days of soarch,
except the staturce
of thc people thoy j-
had ta dispossess,
and the strcngth T13E TA
of thc ciLles they
had ta take. Caleb. speaking for hirnself and
Joshua, urged tic possibility and duty af im-
moediate action. They saw the possibilitios not
thoc impassibilities. of the situation. Conigrceo.
lion lified up ilhcir voicc, and cricd. The Israël-
ites rcspondcd ta thc pessirnismn af the ton spics.
It was a xnajority report. As so oftcn, the pes-
simismn was takcen for prudence, whcn it was not
moercly pcssimnisrn, but cawardicc. Tho first fail-
ure of thc Israclitcs was nat ta capitalize their
past oxperienceofa God's mighty power and pit it
against thc report af thec mca wha bilt as small
as grassioppers. Altr:iured agaiiçt foacs and
Aaron. This is thc bitter crass cvcry lcader has

to bear between the
enthusiastic begin-

wv- ning and the gior-
lous endaof a great
cause. WouldGCod

..~.j "~ se hod died in

andanythingscerns
botter than thopre-
sent praspect. Is-
raol's second fail-

:RNACLE uro is in forgotting
that every promn-

ised land can only7ho possossed by disposition.
Bciler . . Io rcturn int RgyPi. Thcy are blind
Lu the dangers of retreat and keen ta sc the
dangers a! advancc. Let us makc a capfain and
reburn. The despairing thought beoames a
dosporate poiicy. Thoy know that Maos wouid
not commnand a retreat. Mfores and A aion feU
on their faces ; with truc i.nsight thcy soc that
rotreat is not an alternative. It is advancc or
annihilation. Thore are timos in the lives af
individuals and cause whcn thore is oniy anc
way-forward.

IL. A Bit&vE PRoTEs-.-6-io. Joshua and
Caleb ; prompt holpors, as thcy were ecar oyed


