
LESSON XII-December 2Otbe 1896.i The Birth of Christ. MATT. 2: 1-12.
(Commit to Mernory verses 10, 11.).

GOLDEN TEXT: 1 And the angel said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, 1 bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shal bDe to, ail people." Luke 2: ro.

PROVE THIAT-If we Corne to JeSUS hie Will receive US. John 6: 37.
SHORTER CATECHISM. Questions 76, 77, 78.
LESSON HYMNS. Chlddren's Hymnal-Nos. 17, 66, 233, 21.

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. The birth of Christ. Matt. 2: 1-12. Titesday. The
sojur li Egpt. Matt. 2: 13-23. Wccfnesday. The ange) choir. LUke 2: 82.7~es

day. Si Meo' prophecy. Luke 2; 25-35. .Friday. Filled with wisdom. Luke 2: 36-4o.
Saturday. Sent to save. i John 4: 7-14. Sabbatle. The incarnate God. John i: i-ii4.
(7'ke- Z. B. R. A. Selectio>:s.)

HELPS IN -STUDYING.
INTrOD1UCToRV. Again the joyful season bas corne round when nearly the whole christian

world remembers the blrth of Jesus. As we gather in spirit around bis manger-cradile let the
cbarity and love reign li our hearts. We can best celebrate the vçisit of the wise men who
brought costly glfts to the Babe of Bethelem by glving freely to ffiose %vhose homes are less
comfortable and Nvhose lives are flot so bright as our own.

rLEssoN PLAN. 1. The-Child Sought. vs. z-2. IL. The Child Feared. vs. 3-8. 111.
Th~e Chlld Worshipped. VS. 9-12.

The IHerod who sat on David's throne was foolish mani, to defeat the purposes of God axid
surnamed "I the Great." HIe reigned by gce aueprophecy to fail. Having received the
of the Roman coxiquerors. He had triedcae answieer hie sought,S 5Uerod next tried to dis-
conciliate the Jews by repairixig, or rather re- cover thedate of the star's irst appearance, forbe
building, the temple till it displayed.almost its supposed that that would indicate the date of the
first glory, but bis tyranny, his vices, and bis cbild's birth, and hence lie would have a dlue to
cruelty caused hlm to be uni-,ersally detesed hisage. Hypocriticallypretendingthathewish-
Theiwise mexi who camne to jerusalem were. edtodoChristhonorbebade the wise nmen returat probby memberi of the ancient guild over and tell hlm -vhen they had fouxid the object

t whIl Daniel atone tine presidedi. and vihich of their search. The wonderful star which hiad
under the namne of Ilmeni of the east,» existed guided the wise men to Jerusalem seems to
from very ancient imes. 2  Perhaps their have disappeared for a ime, for when they set
knowledge of the timne wvhen Christ should be out fromnJerusalemn to Bethlehem it again went
born came from Daniel orlgixially, for it was before theni, to their great joy, and did mlot
lie who gave a definite date for the advent of leave them. uxitil it had rested on the very
the Messiah. 3 That they did not corne to house where Jesus lar This star could oxily
tender homage to an eartbly prince is evident bave been some supernatural light floating in
froxn their openly calling hlm a king before the air mot far aboya the earth. IL would have
Herod and declarlng that their object la beexi impossible for one of the heavenly bodies
seeking hlm, was a religious one-they wanted Ito mark out clearly a single bouse. The crowvds
to Il iorsbip» hlm. Their enquiries created Ihad* left Bethlehem and joseph had se-cured aj' much alanm both in the palace and in the City. respectable lodgixig for the youxig child and bis
Herod feared that a lawful prince mnight de- mother. Tnle wise men found them la a house,
throne hlm and the people feared thre cruelty not a stable. There they tendered hlm, repre.
and bloodshed which might ensue if a struggle sexitatively, Lhe brage of thre Gentiles, whose
for the throne were cornmenced. In order to, Saviaur hae îas, 6 and the costly gifts they
answer the enquiry of the wise men I-erod brought doubtless defrayed the expenses of the
sum"-oned the priests and scribes learxied liI flighit into Egypt and thre sojourn. there. I-le
the law, and asked where thre prophets declared to whom a-Il rhixigs are naked and opened lcaew
that the Messiah should be born. By tis ire 1the heart of Herod7 and, sexidixig the wisemea
clearly shews that he set himself "against the 1 home another îvay, gave thre 'lholy family »
Lord and against is aiioLnted." 4 lie wished, 1time to escape the cruel edict of Lhe Lyraxit. S

Iia. 2: 48. 2-Job 1.- 3; Esther 1: 13. SDan. 9: 24, 25. 4 Ps. 2: 2. 6 MiCah 5:2.
O6Luke 2: 32. 71 Chr. 28: 9; Heb-4-- 13. 8Ps. 34- 7; Heb. 1. 14.

LpssoNs. 1. Jesus iS Seeking to s9.ve. 2. Only the wlcked are troubled when Jesus
cornes 3. We may know ail about Jesus and yet not love hlm. -4. If we really waxit to,

flid jesus the Roi>' Spirit will guide us to hlm. 5. We sbould give our best to Jesus.


