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their project of rebuildiug the ruined walle

uf Jeruaslem. But ln spite ut their tauns

the work was presed Beaedily ou1, biu Ibet the

wil ail rounld the City hadl now reiwhed ha:it f

ito height, v. (I. Were . . etoth; filledl witi t~

fury at the brave builders, whom they conild t

nu longer despise. . i

Va. 8, 9. Cons pired. They planned to j

surprise the City hy an uulookedtfo atteck, a

seize Nehemniab (ch. 6 : 2), capture sud elay

tbe workmeu , sud se stop the work. But a

(Rer. Ver.) . .prayer. . and. . match. Over t

egsinst the secret plOttiug Ot the treachernue t

tues are set these two mus ut defeuce. A

third, naMely, caretul preparatiolis for meetingt

the attsck, is descibed in vs. 13, 14. Frayer

"ýwas, the firat sud lu Nehemiahis mriad thc

Muet esseutial, detesivê Mettsure. We Sund

hiirî resorbing to lb in every important jonc-

titre ut bis lite. 1h is hie aheet-auchor.'

'V s. i-12. Judab said, etc.; thatiie, repre-

seutatives ut the Jewish community. Judah

(Jodles) was uuw a province Ot tbe Pereisu

empire. .Strenq1h . . decayed. The remuval

ot men to keep "wte(h" (v. 9) biadt su weak-

cued the enrober ut workers, tbat the peuple

liot beayt aud were resdy te give lb ail up);

the work waa su large, and there were so tew

ta do lb. Much rubbi8h; whicb bncI tu be re-

moved hefure the watt cuuld hll bult. We

are nat able. Thus Nshemlnh hacl to meet,

not ouly opposition f romt wibhou, but wbat

was far mors bu ho dreaded, dicaffection sud

despondeicy within. Our adveroariea said,

etc. Nehemiah gives, as if in their own words,

bis enemies' secret project ur a surprise sttack

upun fermsen. Like the wiee sud resOorce-

ful general be was, hie lied kept hinuself lu-

tormed as to the plane sud morements of

bis tue. He was not te he caught napping.

.lm,, (in outlying bowns) mhich duleit bij them

(the enemiSe). .8aie. Added to the disour-

agement ot bis own followers witbin, sud the

sebcemes ut the tues withoub the City, Nette-

lnisit was nuw met hy s panie auang the

Jews living lu other patrts ut the country.

Must reliern (Rer. Ver.). The peuple lu the

frontier townul, teariug an attsck frotta the

stîrrousxding enemies, demnauded bbab thaîr

trieuds sud relatives at work lu Jertimaletu

sliould 'corne hume to protect thero.

Vu1,14 Therelere fief 1 1,' tiht Iau'

hu.et;ahere Ili"e Wo1ll hid rezichetl Il.

Catit Iteigît- Artîîed di nht ., wcre ,I:k

ioned rit thelle points, s tholleo uta expoed

o attack, aud those front which the approach-

il; enemnis Coutl heet be scen. A fier thrir

amilîeo. Neemiah sbowed wisdomt lu his

,rrangemeflt, for clan feeling le stroug ilu

lýastern races. And 1 . . said . . Re not pi'

fraid. The beroie leader rousse hie 1ollowereg

o deeds Of bravery, hy ecminding tbem that

Ziod je ou their aide, and that they are fightiug

for their loved once. Aud bie hîmieîf set

thein a noble exemple Of couIrage.

Ill. The Workers, 15.20.

Vs. 1 'i, 16. When our enemies heard, etc.

"ýWhen t..e euemy approacbed, and saw front

a distitics the wbole people awaiting the't i1i

perfeet equipmellt, order aud spirit," I bey

lotit heart aud "turned back." (Ewald.) God

. . brought their coue.el 10 11ought. Nehte-

miah liai taken, til precautions, yet hie sutri-

butes the succeesi of bis effort'§ tu God. "a'/

of My servants; that la, hie hody-guard, who

wero trained men: of theee, one-haîf worked

on the walls, white the other haIt stoOd ut

different pointe holding thei sports in readi-

tiesa gaiust an attack. Speare. .-shieldit..

bots.. habegeose. Ses lghb from the Esst.

The rulers were behind, etc. The chiets of the

Peuple stood behiud the workcrs ou the wafls,

directing aud sncouraging tbemn, and ready

to lead ou the armed force, if au attack wite

mande on the workmeu.
vs. 17, 18. Theij tho.t buillded (Rer. Ver.)

L hey that bars basrdeat.. There were twu

classes of workmen t (1) the actuel builders

of the watt, slld 'workmen; (2) tbe laborere,

who "laded themoeîves" (Rer. Ver.), reinu-

ring the rubbieh sud eupplying uew nînterial.

The labocers, who Coutl steady their 1usd aeith

oe baud, helli s wespon lu the other; the

builders, requiciug botb bauds for the lsYing

of the watt, kept their swords girded by their

aides, ready for use at s moment'5 waruiug.

Hie ihat sounded ille truept -a by me; su that,

in case ot abback at auy point, 11lsrm11t might

ho given sud help eummoued truOm Ril Parts 0'
the~ Wall,


