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THE TRADER.

*

LORD COLRIDGES VISIT TO
OANADA,

Lord Colridge's visit to Canada did not
como off, but, porhaps liko Punch’s
grandmothior, “ it s coming to come.” Of
courso, as Joyal citizons of  Her most
gracious Majosty," tho pooplo of Canada
foel very much out about it, although wo
bardly think thoy will go into mourning.
As 8 mattor of fact, Lord Colridgo, like
apy othor British citizen who visits
Amcrioa iu a privato capacity, has a por.
fect right to como to Canada or stay away
just as o pleasos, and ils nobody's busi-
noss that wo know of oxcopt his own.
If hocan deny himself tho pleasuro of
socing tho British portion of North
America and noting tho prosperity of his
follow-sub ects in this Greater Britain,
the loss we think is not ours, and o can
stand it if ho oan. But thero is & phase
of this affair that wo wish to tanch upon,
and viewed from our stand point as Brit-
ish subjects, Lord Colridge 15 no moro to
blame than many another prominent
Engiishman who has visited America
duriog tho past fow yoars.

As a ruls, prominent Englishmen
visiling Amerioa usually take oue of the
fast oocan stoamers and land at New
York. Thore thoy are wined and dined
until they begin to be of tho opinion that
tho citiens of tho American Republio
ara the most liberal and whole-souled
poople on carth, From thence thoy are
passed on to Washington, Chicago, Cin-
cinaty, St. Louis, and perhaps may get
as far as San Francisco. During their
trip they usually manage to visit that
wonder of nature, the falls of Nisgara,
aud thisis the only time during their visit
that they aro reminded by a glimpse of
the Unton Jack floating in tho breese,
that all of this vast country dces not
beloug to the United States. Those pro-
minoent Englishmen ignore the fact that
just across tho mighty Nisgara thero is
= British oolony, whoss people aro as
truly loyal to the monarchy as their own,
and who own the largest and probably
tho finest half of the North Amcrican
continect. They forget that thesa people,
although numbering soarcnly five millions,
bave not only rosistod the political en-
croachments of tho fifty millions south of
thew, but havo on more than ono occa.
sion freely poured ont their )ife's blood
to maintain its integrity. Thoy forget
that in Canada the civil and religious
institctions that our British forefathere

blod and died for in the old land aro bore
consorved by tho doscendants of thoso
patriols, who are surely -but unosten-
tatiously building upon this side of tho
Atlautio a British Empire, whiok in the
near faturo is bound to bo grentor in ex-
tont and influence than parent stzio from
which-it eprang. Mosat of thom as soon
as ihoy reash Eogland rush at once into
print and astonish their less venturescrao
oruntrymen with their improssions of
the wonderful Ameorican Republie, the
vastness of ita resources and tho frecdom
and capabilities of its people. ¢ Our Xin
aoross thoe Soa" is a fruitful theme for
such people, and they appavently never
tire of giving the shrewd Americans tho
bost possiblo return for their far-seoing
hospitaiity by acling as the very best
kind of freo advertising mediums.

The question that has always arizen
in oor mind is, are those Englishmen
aoting a loyal part in ignoring their fel-
low-subjects in Oanada and prasing up
the United States? OQur iwpression is
that they are neither loyal to the British
Iglands nor to the British Empire. Trus,
these men do not dirsotly influence
uritish emigrants to go to the United
States in preference to Canads, bat in.
direotly they do..Canada they ignore and
thie United States ispainted in such. roseaté
colors, that the masses who seldom stop
to think naturally conclude that the
Rapublic 18 the best place for them.
During the past filty years Great Britain
has parted with milliona of her people
in tho shape of emigrants, and the
groater portion of them have ~-~de their
liomes in o foreign country, «.s United
States. It is computed that overy emi-
grant is worth at least five hundred
dollars & year to the country in which
Lo settlos, and at this rate figures wounld
zlmost fail to shew the wealth that Eng-
land has poured inmto the lap of the
United ftates. Thess emigrants hava
helped materislly in the dovelopment of
the country, they have filled her work-
ehops, built her railways, dug her canals,
brought her timber Jand under caltiva-
tion, and caused hor wasto places to
blossomn like the rose. In short, they
havo materislly contribnted to make the
country whal it is at present, one of the
groatest in the world,

Bat is it not singular that British. pro-
science has not beoen sble to seo that
while all this might be well enough in
sontiment as & matter of fact, chey. have
with thsir own peopls been building up

ono of tho groatest rivals to their own
commorcial supremaoy that thoy mow
bavo to oontend sagaiust. Britain's
groatost cummorcial rival is the Unitod
States, and that she is so is largely dus
to tho fact that her resources have beon
doveloped by British cilizons. But it is
not all a question of commercial supro.
macy. Great Brilain and the United
States havo goue to war in times past,
aod will probably do so again before the
world onds, and in that event theso ox-
English subjeots would not ounly have to
give of their substance to earry on such
a war, bat might be vongoripted and
forced to fight against their native
country. Wo trust thut such a war may
never happen in our day, but it may
come, and if it does it would place mauny
a British subjeot now residing in the
United 8tates ic an evwkward predica.
ment.

Now did it evor strika the average Fing:
ligh statesman that it would be & far more
patriotio polioy, to say anything of its
wisdom, to encourage emigration to their
own colonies by overy meansin their
power in preference to omigration toa
foreign country such as the United
States certainly is. Of course, as loyal
Canadians, we would like to sec them all
como.to'Canada, but we are-not sslfish
cnough to want or expect such a thing.
‘We think, howevar, that the government
and the press-of England should do all
that lies in their power to induce thew
to go to somo British colony, no matter
whether it be to Canada, Australin, New
Zealand or the Cape, so long asit isa
British colony. If this could‘be carried
out cmigration wonld mean to England
simply a transfer of her subjects from
one part of the Empire to another, in.
stead of at present, loss and increased
opposition.

It etrikes us that it is just as impor-
tant for England to strengithen her
colonies a8 to strengthen herself. Every

‘additional man they gain in population,

and overy dollar they gain in wealth
makes the Empire stronger and better
able to resist outside pressare,

From a commercial standpoint, wo
think that it wounld be a great advaniage
to Eogland to have her emigrants seitle
in her colonies,which arae better customers
to her in proportion to their population
than tha United States or any other
foreigs nation can ever be.

Of courss the government of England
canuot force emigrants to go where they




