> ! S, l. »,un,»u‘ " , | ‘
\' o ‘}> “ '."”"“H”H'H"-', 3
L oL N \

T 4 : T

=

,
)

Yo P ‘fs’"'. . 3

PUHBLISRED
SERI-MONTHLY.

The only Newspaper devoted to the Lumber and Timber Industries published in Canada.

SUBSCRIPTION
{ 200 PLE ANNUY

VOL. 4.

PETERBOROUGH, ONT., APRIL 15, 1884.

NO. 8.

MANUYACTURES OF WOOD.

Cansda has been called a ** wooden country.”
How far this ’s properly a term of reproach we
cannot say; but seeing that wood in the raw
stage of squared logs or lumber, forrs $25,000,
000 worth, or say s fourth in valus of our
yearly exports, and that we send abroad a con.
siderable sggregate of manufacturss of wood
busides, wo may well bear the nick-name. Let
us, however, eachew such wood goods as wooden
nutmegs or bans. 'We ehip to Europe, already,
o0l handles, broom bhandles, carriage spokes,
hubs and folloos, spools or bobbins, brush backs,
&c., &c., in considerablo quantity, We might
do more in the direction of wooden ware expor:
and indeed it seems to us that,in this, asin
. othar lines, Canadian manufacturers *yill 2aec
to look abqut them for foreign markets, since
the means of production, over-stimulated ss
they bave beeu sro outstripping the home de.
mand.

A recent articls in the 8t. Join Sun deals
with the subject of * a market for wooden
waree,” and alludes to the ‘sxtensive business
do9 in Great Britain and the Continent by
American makers of wood goods, a8 an en-
oonvagement to New Brunswickers to go and do
g likswise, Some of them have gone, and have

dons well, Others in that province as else-
whers, being lees prudent or less fortunate, have
not found any onanxa in the venture, But here
B are the facts: Great Britain and othet Euro.
pesn oouptries use enorrous quantitiss of
woodsn goods, and they are largely made in the
United States and shipped from Boston and
New Ycrk.  Why should not Cauads, whose
K supplies of timber are nearor the sea-boird
compete succomfully? It canbedons; butitis
ot likely to bs done in a day. Nor isitto
be done without obeervation and pains. Some
of the requisites are thus set forth in the Sun’s’
article s .

“4A knowledge of the English market is
“aesentially necessary at the outast, no matter
what kind of wooden manufacture may be deci-
dud opon, and in no way can this be more
sourately securod than by personal obssrvation
223 invastisoAion ; indeed It wonld bo sdvisable
for cur mahufscturers to place & practical man
i England, one thoroughly acquainted with
o woods,” £o meot the desls and maaufactur-
wxthers, Such a may, it is contonded, conld
witls all poeliminaries and put the Canadisn
ad home manufacturers in direct communica-
e with each other, for much «f the supply of
wch wares will be rejuired in an unBailER
sats, to bo pat together after their arrival in
Ingland.

“Goods must jnvariably bo consigned to
popls who understand this specis! Lranch of
tade, one great cxuse of Iailure in tho past
biag due to the fact that our New Brunswick
nufactorers asnt their wares to personal

tally unsoquainted with what was going on
ontside of their own lincs, snd who did not
know how to dispose of tho goods when rocoiv-
od, to the best advantage, Pioced goods, such
as boxes of all kinds, eto., must be packed in
the amalleat possible compass, 8o as to roduce
freight charges to s miniintm, and should bo
consigued to partiss who can put thom togothor
befors placing them on the market. In all
cases, samples must be socured from England,
and when received must be carofully reproduced,
the alightest dovistion often ruining their sale.”

In this, as in other business, it is a fatal
mistake to employ as salesmen persons who
bave not a practical acquaintance with the mar
ket. Theother circamstance roforred to, which
we kavs §talicised, 1s one of great importance,
The English, the Scotch, the Australizns, and
the Braziliang, when they grow accustomed to
& certain style of shoe, shape of butter tub,
description of rocking chair, will use no other.
The lack of & certain tiny flournish on & shoo-
top, made ju silk with a sowing machine, as por
sample, has Lien known to spoil the sale of ..
thousand pairs, And Brazlian firns will ro-
fase to buy, or eve~ to sample, the choicest
lard or good kerosene, simply because it lacks a
customary brand oris put up in unaccustomed
packages. Thereforo, specimen articlos must bo
reproduced with the utmost exactuess, and the
fancies of tho roreigners muat be catered to in
rospect of package.

Mr, James Y. Follows, a pablic-spirited
oitizen of St. John, has been making onquiry
abroad in the intercats of his province, about
wood pulp and other products of Canadian
wood for export. And he has furnished valuable
data. Mr, Ira Corawall, jr., who is at presont
in this country, has been doiug likewiso, and
gives the result of his enquiries to tho journal
wo have quoted. Says Mr, Cornwall, hoe is
speaking of New Brunswick : .

“Chief among the articles that can be mann-
factured here with profit are packing boxes of
all aizes, our woods being really better snited for
this work than those found on tho continent.
Salt and fish boxes aro also roquired in endloss
quaatity, Windo® sashes, casings, doors, and

esut to. England at a good profit, though it ia
doubtful if it would pay to compete with the
United Statos in slop work of the chesper
wood. .

Xaundry and kitchen tables and patent fold-
ing tables are in demand; also cloth boavrds,

il pastry boards, rolling pins, potato mashors,

wooden bowls of 2N kinds, clothes lorwes, |
‘wringers, towel rollers, ioe-cream freozers, knifo

sad fork boards and boxos, wash boards (a very

iarge itom), pails, tubs, churns, and handlos for

brooms, mope, hoos, rakes, hamnors, hatchets

aud edge tools generaliy.

Thice is & Iaxge dewand for oommon woed

wach s ahip brokers, ¥ie., who were $o-

door casings of tho better class of woods can be |-

. . o
is now rocoivod from Doston ; whild chairs and | put wes of such a character as to alarm the lar-

furnituro in parts, hat and clothes wall racks,
stop-Iadders, folding and patont ladders, bench
scrows, bobbins and spools are standard articlos
in unlimited request. There is & limited de
mand for shoo pogs. Toy or winaturo washtubs,
pails, chambor sots, wagon8? wheelbarrows, log
cabins, bureaus, sand mills, and fancy boxes,
with somo taking noveltics, from a special lino
that could bo sont to England with profit to all
concerned.

House fittings and furniture mado accordiog
to tho architocts ‘plans, open up alino for tho
higher class of wood work which could bo oper-
atod by o compotent agent on tho spot, supplied
with sample woods, otc., who could nogotiato
directly with thoarchitects, Indeadthe present
is & most favc ;ablo opportunity for initiating
this industry, as mahogany and dark wood
gonerally are now considered bad form in Eng-
1and, the lighter woods taking their place. A
factory could hore find » field for the mmanufac.
turo of immense qunntitics of the Letter class
of flooring, borders and baso boards, wains
cottings, window aashes, doors, carved mautols,
ete.~tho furniture of tho houso to corrcspond
with its woodwork from designs by the archi-
m * 4 »

Special attention must be paid to the manu
facture of spools and bobbins.  Tho very best
seasonod. woods must bo used, and tho articles
made tonn oxact guago.  Assitk, otc., is recled
not messurod, tho uecessity for accuracy in the
sizo of tho spool is obvious, Thero i3 tremen-
dous domand in England just now for Venetiaa
blinds ; while ships’ furniture prosents another
line in which very much can bo done.

Mr. G, Flowwelling, n Now Bruvswick man-
ufacturer, who has devoled much timo and
care to obfaining & knowledge of the English
and West Xndian markot for wooden ware, in
spoaking of tho vastness of the ficld awaiting
tho ontopriso of Now Brunswickers, says:—
* Properly worked, this busincss is large
onough to keop overy mill in Now Brunswick,
and many more, running full time to supply the
ord:vs that would come to haud."—Menclary
Times.

LUMBER TRADE OF ¥RANOE,

In viowing the lumber trade of France during
1883, tho Marchand d¢ Dots, of Paris, says the
lumber dealers generally did not regret to sco
tho year's business bronght to a close, as it had
becn for tho most part an unprofitablo one,
and the nember whoe did profit by it were quite

Tho yoar had opened with execllent prospnctsa;
with stocks woderate; but tho anticipationw
wero carly in the year disdpatec by unexpected
complications in tho industrial affaurs of tho

couutry. Thoss who had made purchases at |

ibo beginning of tho scasen had uvery progpect

hedeteads, much of the supply of which article

of sclling 2% o profit, but thostatus of tho out.

j ger dealerss they foreed their goods on the
market and disturbed valuer,  The fall in priccs
was hastened without apparent cause, but was
in the niain attnbutable to the general stagna.
ting of affajys throughout the country, capecially
the department of building, This stagmation
weriously mamfested iteelf in Paris, whero the
excess of construction was first felt,

To ghow the extent of the dechne in pricos, it
in necexsary only to quote comnparative prices of
afow dimen dons, Wihits wood timber which
brought & remunerative prico at the close of
1882, dechined 1n one month from 20 to 23 franca
per standand (82 ta 8225 per 1,000 feut) 3 and
batte nn of good wpdinary quality, that brought
120 francs (about S23) fell to £90 to §95 francs,
and planks wigeh wero readily sold at tho
beginmng of the year at 120 to 140 francy, fell to
&5 franci.  Notwithstanding this heavy docling
in values, failuresin the lamber trado wero very
rare,

The year 1884 opens with cheerful prv st
Stacks aro wanall, and of the aflaies of the _an.
try generally docs not reccive a back set tho
lumber trade of the year promises to bo sadis-
factory.  Inthe maport trado steam was I2rgely
used, but thero ix always a demand for sailing
vinrls, a3 o nuimber of the French ports do not
(rr sufficrent water for steamnera. During
eleven months of 1853 there were unported into
France from the Baltic, Canudizn and pitch
pine ports, 135 mallion tons, agamnst 165 million
for the month of 132,
e+ et .~
Redvw 5.

Humboidt county conamns $30,000 acres of
rodwood, which 13 «xtimated to cut on an
average, 100,000 feet to the acre.  On this aro
at work about fifteen milly, wath a capaaity of
20,000 to 60,000 feet cach per day ; altogether
probably near €00,000 foct of lumber aday is
cut in the county. The whole amount of red-
woad in the State ts estuuated by the Census
Bulletin at twenty-five hibon, five hundred
and fifty milllon feet, and as anidea of how
much 1s concumed 1t may bo of interest to
koow that 186,735,000 fect wero used up in the
Pyear ending May 21, 1880, This consutoption
has inercased cnorously sinco then, and the
: amount must be now very much greater, as they
aro now supplying o very Jargo foreign as well
ax domestic demand.

Tho Uscs of Paper.

Thero anema te be 1o limite (s the manuinc.
turo of articlesa made of paper.  Huuwrex, smnko
.utnx:ka, stramships, are among tho recent pro-
;ducty, and now we aro told n earnest that
coxperiments are carred on to take boots apd
shoes from paper. W, thero is no telling
whero invention will bop 1n cur present age,
and although we may donbt the suoccas of this
| attemapt, wo canpot depy its porilility,
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