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COMNffG TI-ROUGH TH-E SELKIRKS
MNay I get upl and ride witî voit for a

few mie "Tli to a. C. P. R. loco-
nioti,,'e euigincer on 011e of tlîe mlounltailn

îhvs;is, hlo had juist attaclied his i-
ginie to our trahi. \Ve stood for a ino-
muent facing oxie anlotiier aftcxr lie luad
drawn liixîself out froin letween the amins
of one of tluc <riving whleels. Each lîeld
ili Ilus liand ali enliblenui of lus position.
He a litige -oiler." anîd 1 a1 lead p)encil
intended to substauitiate iy statenlicuit of
a niewspaper article to bc.

M-anliood heceds no inasks. and- per-
liaps tliere 15 110 better place to prove it
tlîan iii a transacontinental train : eiitlier
spotted jeans and stiffeued joints nomi
mnionacles and kniickerbockers an(t a pie-
thora of wvatch-guard can deceive any but
tue unobservant. IHe 'vas a mnai. Plaini-
ly a Scot. A face speaking at once of a,
good hînnor thxat %vould delighlt lui caress-
in- a chîild and iincalculating- courage
to r'ide ont o11 a %viiter's. ighîlt tlirouglt
thue tlîick of of a wliirhîug teîîîpcst of
Blountaixi snow to tct the tre,-clu-
erotis perchances of a region wvherc no

law or order is to lc i)erceiv<1i iii nture
by either thc sighit of the eye or thc iin-
pressionî of the niind.

"yes, if youi have a permxit fronii the
stiperintendenit."

The scen, 'vas olle of those littie
uxountain stationsq that, once pictureci on
the mieniory. is iievcr crased. Mouint-
ains-calm. exasperatingly caîni. and pure
-look dowii. A serene ethcralitv
scenms to conte fromn the highi as-
sociations of cloud and siiislîiiue. Evcn
as one ga7es. they partially withidraw in-
ic the licaeanc bcyond, ancl if agiin they
appear. one couild only fancy thein to
clîi<e the grossness of the husy black
littie crecatures that in the v'alley bencath.
rush to -and fro and plv thecir earthîy
traffic. But thev deigii no voice, except
it 1be to toss back again a mocking ar.-

siwcr to the sainte of the locomotive.
wvhich, vain of its power. would <lare
meiasure itself-a mian-inade thing-
against the strength of thiese"ecteruial his"
or the force of the cataract over whvli it
passes ýý.ithi a lotid roar of triuimph. The
locomotive stands throbbing ;i a sup-
pressed and discontented way. The Eng-
li>Ih tourist. just returning from a sum-
niier lu Nortiieru Japan, paces to and fro
iin that comiplacent fashion thiat so strikes
the admiration of Tommy Tompkins. the
post office clerk. He ranis luis hands in-
to hlis trowsers pockcts, too, and looks at
the scetiery with "Coinc-no xv-n i me-yo ur-
pricc" air. Tlie amateur photographer is
there preparing for that winter evening
story, bginining. " Whcen I was ont west
fuis sumimcr-Ah. by tlie way. liere are-
a fcv pictures."

T lîe engineer at last lias finishied lus
î>reparations ,a last roisncl. liowever.
wvrencli in baud, and lie is ready to start.
The firemnan feeds ixîto the amp!c fire-box'
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