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OUR TRUE FRIEND.

I & person who is in sore trouble has a friend who, if ho
I on‘y knew, would esteem it a great joy to comfort,
amd help to remove the trouble w question, and still the
troubled one should ncither write nor speak to the friend
ahout it, we shiould in such conduct see no proof of friendship;
and yet this is the conduct of not a few in referenco to Jesus,
who call Him friend. They go to others, and talk long'
eough, and loud enough too, but they tell Jesus very little,
Aud yet, how cager is He to hear all about their troubles ;
He says, * Come unto Me, all yo that labour and are heavy
laden, and 1 will give you rest™; ¢ Cast thy burden upon
the Lord™: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble, I will
deliver thee.”  Oh, how people turn trouble over and over
in their own minds, instead of casting it upen their I’ricn(!;
how they bary it in their own wounded hearts, instead of in
the depth of God's merey. A person whose heart was almost
broken said the other day, ““f will tell all to Jesus,”  She
actually started to o
s0, but Mrs. Halt-by-
the-way told her to
wait a little longer ;
and she has been wait-
ing ever since, and
her trouble has got
none the less. One
Mrs. Melancholy has
been in a ead plight
fur the lust year ; she
calls Jesus friend, hut
somehow or other shie
has the aad habit of
hugging closer and
closer lier sorrows to
her own heart. She
called in the minister
the other day, und
together  they told
Jesus of the sorrow
she wasin ; and there
was such a change,
the woman’s face be-
came radiant with
bliss ; but as soon as
ever the door way
closed and the minis-
ter gone, she hegan
to sigh and fret; she
actually wouldn't let
her Friend Jesus keep
hter burden, Oh, what
poor troubled ones
came to Him in ihe
days of His tlesh,
some for themselves,
and others for their
friends; some with
physical, some witi
moral, and some with
mental troubles ; and
He opened wide His
loving, strong arms,
and relioved them all,

f}-;“] what He did then, He wants now to do.— The Teaches's
e e,

THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS..

I
et me die the death of the righteous, and let my last ond be like his. |
- Numbers \iii. 10.

FTOHE death of the righteous can belong to none but the '

righteous.  If your carcer is not hike his, your close
cannot be.  To begin and continue like him is the only way |
toend likehim,  *God will render to every man according
to his deeds, to them who, by patience continuance in well
doing, seck for glory, honour, and immortality, eternal life. |
But unto them that do not obey the truth, but cbey un- -
righteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish
upon every soul of man that doeth evil.” And there is no
deviation from that law; it canuot be evaded, it canunot be

'

repenled, it cannot be suspended, it caanot be modified, it
must have its cc vae, for it is the exponent of the changeloss
character of God. There may be the resemblance of 2
righteous man’s death,  The worst of chavacters sometimes
have that,  Not seldom indeed is there calinness and strength
in the death of the wicked ; and we have heard it said of the
vilest of men, *‘ His end was peace.”  And on the contrary,
good men sometimes dio amidst fear and tumult—their sun
goes down in cloud and storm, and the perplexed and baflled
spectator iy left to ask, ¢ how dicth the wise man? even as
the fool ” ; hut these are only the outward circumstances of
death, ils scenery and surroundings; the great realitics ave
hidden from our view ; and the real difference hetweon the
two is infinite.

Live hike the rightcous, brethren, and like the righteous
you will die. It may not be trinmphantly, but it will be
sufely. The outward circumstances will be notivng ; even
the mood and feelings of the hour will be nothing. “All will
bo right if the heart is right. You may even die with a
struggle, and in the dark ; there may scem to be wanting all

the evidences of the
deathof therighteous :
no matter ; you wili
die safely if you have
lived purely ; and the
life which bas been
one long aspiration
after she purity of
God, will find at death
its instantaneous an-
swer in the spiritual
perfection to which it
has aspired. Wecan.
not forget that the
most righteous man
that this world cver
saw died in the dark
-~‘“Jesus Christ the
righteous.” Oh, that
death ! it was the
death of a righteous
man, of & man who
had no sin and knew
no sin; and yet it
was o death of sur-
pessing grief, and ig-
nominy, and pain ; not
like the death of 2
righteous man ; for
the world gnashed its
teeth upon Him as if
He had been a crimi-
nal, and both heaven
and earth seemed to
treat him as an out-
cast and undone. But
oh! He was a righ-
teous man, and this
was the explanation
of it, ‘¢ He was made
sin for us who knew
no sin, that we might
bemadethe righteous-
ness of Ciod in Him.”
No life of righteous-
ness had been possible to us, without the death of that righteous
man, but since ““ He has died unto sin,” we may live unto
God "—live like Him, inspired with a principle of eternal

' righteousness, and through that death and its sanctifying

inlluence we may die like him—full of patience, courage,
faith, devotion—in pain, it may be—in (larknes_s, it may be,
but still safe, acceptable, and blest ; and thug in the truest
sense of all we may die “the death of the righteous”—the
death of Christ, and ¢ our last end may be like ml&""' B
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Nothing can be politically right that is morally wrong.

A good man is the next best thing on earth to a good
woman.

Truth is teo simple for us
mask our illusions. .

God sends His rain in gentle drops, else flowers would be
beaten to pieces.

; we do not like those who un-



