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ltmdcd nm any sont nf noverity should be m(xl auim-t any of those pore

woms, it Je ovartared that it may bo recommended (o enquire ints the
tewth of this fact® and forther, as the almss of the right of pattanage has
ron ene chiof acensian of the pregrass of Socondirn, it in also overnyrd
that the CGoneral Assombily woild bo plansed 1 evnadilar what mathmle
may ba employed’ tor romody so great An ovils and it §x humbly sabmite
1od, whéthér it may nnt ba axpodinnt, for this purpase, 1o appnint a come
mittee, tn onrespond with Prodliylotics, and gentlomen of ptaperty and
infimenco, and 1o repnrt.”

Thia raport camsced groat disanesinn in the Aesmnlly, afiee which they
agraed to pass from the fiest pant of it reontnmending the ramit 1o P’ros-
bytetion, aml as 10 the praprsal of & commitice ta anquira Inte the almee
of patronage it was porecterd by a oonsidorable maintity,  The Ovartnre
thea foll to the gronnd, and tha alreming cvil was peembtted 10 pretocd
withowt any attem% at fts obetraction,

Tho mnvoront sorvod 1o show the joalonsy and tho foara of the lasdors
o iho Beablishment at that pesiod, apprchonding ns they did that the
offocts of this schizm wore likely to tako tant, ant had a threatening
aspoot ta their Chnreh, 1 soreca 1o show (hiat thesn adhetonts of the
Hatablishment had the will to persacite, i tliey had hnd the appmeienity
and thea monns, Pint as the Rev, Adam Qib of Klinbwtgh, temarked,
—*Tha resemnbly were sovontyaavon yoars toa Mo for this, and woch
was already the mrength of the Hocominn cansn that the supptession of
theie testimmmy was what wen'd prove tno hard watk for ol the panple
of the ecatth”

What would hava bean thought of this eehism anw when twosthirda of
the nation of Seotland havo joinad In it and when the wumber of
membors in Dissonting Churches in dauble that of the Fetablishuent !

From this petiod onwards for many yoars the Assoeinte Syned tank a
doop intotest in foreign missione s aml they rent several mintstors and
preacharsto the 'nited Staten, and to Nova Reatia,
tiop to onter into detaila roapecting theae movements  ‘The great diffi-
wulty was the want of preachicse Feom the many deminada fir sugyply
of ordinancos athomo it was no simall saectifien to diepenan with the ser-
vicon «f any mipister of proacher for furcign Jands,  Notwithaanding,
the Synod did what they conld, anl their effirin wera blrserd with great
OO,

* In tho conrse of little mnro than twenty yeara after the breach had
takon place,” (mays e MeKerrow) « that section of the Sac seion, whose
history §am now rocording, had aearly  quadengded dhe nnmber «f its
ministers,  Forty.ono of theeo were labauring jo Seatland and Kngland,
sbout aight or tenn Troland, and Birco in Aserssa. "The number of Pro-
Liativnora in §ta list ausounted to seven.”

The Rev. Me. Fislior, kaviug foe fifteen years officistod ns Profoesor
found it noceseary, feom lus growing infirmities, to reaign tho charge of
the Theological seminary ; and in May, 1764, the Rev. John Swanston
of Kinross, was chomen Ueofosmar.  ‘Phis amninent sumster, hoawever,
exercisod his office only during the shorg petiod of three years, when he
was uncspectodly and suddonly removed by death from the scene of hits
nlonrs.

1o was succceded in the Profodsondip by the Rev. Juhn Brown of
Hadidington, a minister calebeated thioughant Clitistendum for his loasns
ing and picty, and cspecially for the multitude and values of his writings,

« 8yon aficr the appuintment of Mr. Brown to the Professorsbip, tho
Syaud made an eaactusnt (in acconilance with a former deed of the As.
wociute Presbytory) concerning the admission of the Swudents to the Di-
vinity 1Iall; declaring that nono should Lo admitted to tho study of Di.
vinily, withoat proper testimonials from thoir reapective sessions, approved
of by the Proshyterics; and that all candidates for admission to the
Thoological Seminary should bo carefully cxamined by the Presbyterics,
not only on the diffcrent branches of literature, but also on the distin-
guishing principles of the Gospol, and concerning their attachment to
that particutar schemo of doctrine, order o wotship, and schemoe of dis-
cipline and goveramont Jaid dowa from sctipturo in tho Confcasion of
Faith, Larger aad 8horter Catechising, and I'rosbyterian form of Church
Governmeut. ‘Tho studonta fecling tha wants of a ‘Theological Library
to ansist them in their studies, prescuted & potition to the Synod, craving
that they would cndeavour to raiso a fund for this purposo.  Tho Synod
highly approved of tho nbject, and thoy fasucd & recommendation to all
the ministors and elders under their inspoction, to cxert themsolves in
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proowting, hy pmalo mﬁmﬁnimwmb«m the mecesesey swpplics,

» Huhorta, owing to tha soarcity of proschars, and the eapid inoroass of
tho congrogatinne, the Nyaod had boer wadct the noconsity of romdoting
the tetrit of Thonlogieal stwdy ae brief ae prasible 3 a0 that it wan weat 10
Ticonso thair young mon, sfiar thay had heon ongaged in tho medy of IN.
vinity for fowe yones 3 bwt, by an act passcd on tha d1h of May, 1574, it was
tondorod itriporative on all eandidetes for the ministry fo attend, in ore
dinary casos, the Tvinity 1all for five Keasione, nnd the Profresns was
prohibitod feam recciving any cortifoator of admissinn, cacom puch ae
woro ggivon by tho P'eesbiytorica”  (Dr. MeNottow's History,)

I the yonr of 1733,in cnnsoquenng of sne ministors having demitiod
thoir chargne, a qostion arnso in the Asenciato Synid ne tn whethor mch
minislors wera ontitlod 1o asoat in tha Clwrol Judicatrrion. A ermmitten
of Zymod was xppainted 1o propate & doowment o this mbject, which
might oshilsit tho mind of the Cewrt.  No case had 56 yet ocowred in
tha Hocossion in which the Profomsnr of Thenlogy wan withowt & paa.
total chargo 3 and tho deliveranco of Hyand wae, that o minidtet who
had not tha inspection of & congregation, conld liava a noat in any «f the
Charch Conrte,

1t waven the 2Mh Keprombrr, 1735, that the Charch swizined 8 mo
varn Iras, by the death of the Rev. James Fisher of Glasgow, the yrong:
cut and tast marviving of the fonr brotheen, Mo dind in the Afticth year
of hin sinfetre, and soventy-nimh of his ngo.  * iz name,” pays Dr.
MeKerraw, @ will go down tn poaterity, sssneiatod with the names nf
these sand men who nably everted themeslven tn stom tha torrent of
carmption, and wha, whon religion wag redinecd (0 a fow wbh in thie
narthaen part of the Island, woen tha honored ineteoments, in the hand of
Providenco, of offosting a considorablo seviead  Likn 1hrae vepoeshiln
titen with whom hie was nesncinted, he showed hnw mnch he had at heart
s Master'a canse, by bieing nnweariad in his labones, both in pullic and
o private, 1o pramato ite giceons. 1o was hald in high eatimation as s
preachier. Vs pulpit talonts were sioh, that 8 perann who war compes
1ent to godze, doelared, concorning him, that *neither as 1o zentiment,
compenttion, tnr delivery, had ha cver heard hia spotionr. o wan
regolar in hir attandance npon the Churels Conrt, and tank an active
part in thele deliborations.  During a lang wnlnisterial enweee, hie namo
is funnd connceted with atl the pulitic teaneactionn in whick the Reeoa-
sion were ongaged. A fow yoars bofore he died, Mr. George Homder
nun was urdained an hin cotieagno and seccormor in the minimerial officr
Having ontelived, for a considorabla potical, the other foundors of tho
Kcecmion, and having witnossed the 1apid increara of its congregations,
and the great amonnt of gomd which it had alteady acceanplished among
hin countrymen, it must have been ploasing to him, in sdvancod age, 10
contomplate thoso manifomt tokens of the Divine approdation bestowed
npon & enuso which he had ceponmad at an catly period of his ministry,
and which ho hiaid labored fur hinlf a contury to promote.  He wan ga.
thered 1o lits fathoms in peace ; and as being one of the excollont of the
carth, hin momory is blossed.”

fn the yoar 1778, the Syand agroed 1o te-pulilish thoso ofielal docu-
mentn which wero acknowledged by the Chuech.  "Thin was aceotdingly
done undor the titla of «‘Tho Re-cxhibition of tho Temlinony.,” This
wark contained the Fxteasjudicial and Jvdicial ‘V'emimonica; tho Libe}
of tho Concral Assomnbly, with the answors of the Amociate Presbytery ;
their Doclinatuzo ; tho Assembly’a condemnntion of the Declinature,
with obisorvations by tho Amociate Irosbiytery ; Reasons of tho Fowr
Beethron for not returning to the Church of Scotland 1n 1734 ; an Act
declating the Nullity of the Anti-buegher Synod ; and an Act contain-
ing a Narrative of the rise, progres, and grounds of the Boceasion,

I'iis volumo of doctments was intended, we belicve, to givo informa-
tion on the various topics to whick It relatcs. Whethor it was over in
use, by Synodical sanction, for tho admimion of members into comme-
nfon, wo aro noj infonnod.  Wo rather think it was mover thus rocog-
nisod. This sido of tho Soccasion did not carry testimony-beating to
tho samo cxtent as the other. With the Anti-burghers, as we may afier-
wards find, an approvai of their tcatimony, was the form of admission to
all the meimbers; and an cngagement in Covenasting was & term of
ministerial admission. Bot tho Durghers, after the breach, seem 1o have
discontinued in & great moasure tho weo of the Jedicial Testimony,
which had been cc.. .non 10 all in thoir united state; and wo have been
informed that in no case did they ever engage in the wesk of Covesant.
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