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Ail our rcadcrs will tliank tiuis young, sincere, *n cywrh
brother for the prcceding remarks. ihey are nccdcd, mucà needed.

D. 0.

PERSONAL flEFENCE.
M it. D. OLIPIIINT,-SiR :-It would appear from certain things in

th ugs ume f h ane;(which I first saw a fcw day s
Cgo) that I ain, îo botter than I should bo, and much worse than any

mn ouglit to be;- in proof of ihl, a couple of articles arc presen t-
cd to the public, upou which (from the date of inatters) inucli time
and labor must have been expendcd. As it, is no more than chari-
table to credit cvcry man according to bis polemie productions, I will
at once close this preface, and notice *in the first place Is comn-
munication, whieh is superior in point 'of assurance te anything 1
have met with of modern date. Hie pcremptorily contradicts things
of whicli lie is ignorant. In my letter was the following, IlOne
disciple endcavored to convince me that baptism is conversion." 'lH'
says this is untrue,-that he knows the mnan, &c. Inreply, î would
rernark, that, I read the whoIe letter (before mailing it) to the dis-
ciple alluded to, and lie neither denied' nor objected to, anythiing it
containedà. _& second charge named by Il 1" is, IlAnother discipleî
contended that no man should praybefore conversion." Thiis lie dis-
]poses of rather ouriously. IlRHl denies. the language, but subse-
quéntly ackuowledges the truth of the assertion. Again, ie imagines

very few. Sincerity strengthens its po!,isessor in evcry cnnobling
principle, and shields from nany evils* and temptations; and fits for
usefulncss in cvery department of social life.

This is truly a wonderful age-greatly advanced in k-nowledge-
cnjoying more of the lighit of science-miore civil and reliieus frec-
dom than any other: yct cxhiibiting a great deercase in sincerity and
niany cf its accoînpanying virtues. 'fhe more closely wc look into
society and watchi with care tlîe priniciples whioh govern it, the more
dccided wvîll ho our convictions that insincerity abounds aind is de-
stroying miany briglit hopes and earrying strife and miscry into the
abodes even cf the pure and upriglut.

In viewv of the great defection in this point wluich exists in society
in general, and even amiong those who are called after that naine
whielu is abo *ve every name, it certainly bocomoes the solemnl duty cf
evcry "lsoldier cf fie cross", te maise bis voice and fearlessly, boldly,
ftnd( plaiuuly testify agaiist those who dislionour their profession by
indulging in insincerity either ini words or actions. Tlhere is a great
reforia to be aecoinplishced in wluicb cvery lover cf the Savicur should
engage with ail the cnergy cf blis soul, determined nieyer to desist
until sincerity adorus cvery hecart-beani fromi evcry countenance
-ïlows forth in the cening song-and arises with tho morning hymn
cf praise frein pure and upriglit hearûs to huaii who rules on high, and
dolighits in sineerity and truth.


